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PREFATORY NOTE. 



This work, believed to be of historical interest and valae to the 
general public, to the citizens of Rhode Island, and to the Baptist 
Denomination, is published by the American Baptist I\iblication 
Society in conjunction with the Rhode Island Historical Society, for 
which it was originally edited and annotated. A portion of the first 
edition bears the imprint of the latter Society. 

The stereotype plates are provided by the generosity of Hon. 
Horatio Gates Jones, of Philadelphia, and Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, of 
Upland, Penna. 

The autograph of John Comer is given on page 15, and was flir- 
nished by the kindness of Hon. H. G. Jones. 

For a statement explanatory of the Dedication of this volume. Me 
Introduction, page 12. 

It will be understood, of course, that responsibility for opinions 
expressed in the Notes and Introduction belongs entirely to the writers. 

J. W. W. 

ROXBOROUGH, PUILADXLFBIA, OOt. 15, 18B2. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



JOHN CX)MER wafl bom in Boston, Mass., AuguBt 1, 1704. Ho pur- 
sued his porparatory studies at Cambridge, with a view of entering 
Harvard College, where ho l>eoame a member of a Congregational 
church ; but entere<i Yale College instead of Harvard in September, 
1722. After a time, embracing Baptist sentiments, ho was baptized 
January 31, 1725, becoming a member of the First Baptist Church, 
in Boston. He did not complete his course at Yale, but after 
his baptism began to preach. Ho spent a short time in Swanzey, 
Mass., t<>aching school and preaching, and in November, 1725, entered 
on hifl ministry in Newport, R. I., at the early age of twenty-one. 
Hero he spent about six years, first as co-pastor of the First Baptist 
Church with Klder Wm. Peckham, and aftorward, as what would 
probably now l>e called "statecf supply" (in part, for there was 
another minister,) of the Second Baptist Church. His work at New- 
port was faith Ailly done, and was productive of great good ; but erelong 
he found himsc^lf beset by many embarrassments. His doctrinal senti- 
ments were Calvinistic, and he soon came to be a firm l)oliever in the 
practice of " laying on of hands " upon newly baptized believers. The 
First Church was Calvinistic, but it resisted his attempt to introduce 
the strict observance of the " laying on of hands." It ought to be re- 
membcnMl that Mr. Comer's opinion was not an idiosyncrasy. Great 
numbers of Baptists in the seventeenth century, probably the lai^ 
majority of them, believed this usage to be scriptural and obligatory. 
The same view was widely held in the eighteenth century. Mr. 
Comer's resignation resulted from this controversy. With the Second 
Church he was in harmony on this point; but they were Arminians in 
doctrine, and did not relish the preaching of the "doctrines of grace." 
All these diflUculties, during which Mr. Comer seems to have exhibited 
a firm reganl for what he bt^lieved to l)e the truth, tempered by a kind 
and Christian spirit, are set forth in his Diary. Isaac Backus describes 
him as "an excellent preacher of the gospel," and says that he was 
' an eminent instrument of reviving doctrinal and practical religion 
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in Newport." In 1731 he removed to Rehoboth, Mass. A Baptist 
chnrch was formed there which was in accord with his views of truth 
and order, and in less than two years it increased to a membership of 
•ninety-five. While in Newport he had occasionally done missionary 
work; now he labored not only at home bat in Satton, Leicester, Mid- 
dleboroagh, and other places. A bright fhture seemed to be before him. 
His ability, piety, and wisdom marked him oat for high usefhlness and 
leadership among the New England Baptists, who were then a " feeble 
folk," struggling with opposition and persecution. But in his zeal he 
taxed his physical powers too severely, contracted consumption, and 
''died joyfhlly " at Behoboth, May 23, 1734, when not yet quite thirty 
years of age. 

His DiABY, covering the greater part of his life, is of an antique 
pattern. He often jots down occurrences in the fewest possible words. 
He deals little with the pictorial and picturesque elements. He reveals 
himself as a man of thought, of decision, and of piety ; but his expres- 
sions often appear to us quaint ; his reflections, always pervaded by a' 
devout spirit, seem occasionally childlike, especially in the religious 
awe awakened by every unusual phenomenon or striking event. It 
was the way of the times to regard every calamity as a judgment, and 
to look upon many natural phenomena with fear, as portents of wrath, 
rather than with scientific inquiry and with admiration of God's won- 
derful displays of his power. This was no doubt an error. Yet who 
shall say that John Comer was not right in his unquestioning belief 
in Grod's providential control of the world, and that his mental 
attitude was not far nearer the right than the lees believing and more 
flippant temper of this generation ? Surely, we may learn something of 
wisdom and reverence from men like him, even if their quaintness and 
simplicity sometimes create a smile. When too, we consider the youth 
of the writer, I think we shall be impressed with the feeling that he 
was a man of strong intellect and noble powers, and that only his early 
death prevented him fh)m becoming a commanding figure in the his- 
tory of his people and in the literature of his day. 

As we read this old-&8hioncd Diary we are carried back to days 
that, in some respects, seem to belong to remote antiquity For, two 
hundred years ago there was not a railroad or steamboat or telegraph 
or telephone in the world. Men traveled and communicated with 
each other in the most primitive ways. This country was new, sparsely 
settled, undeveloped, and bound by ties of political and commercial 
dependence to the mother country beyond the sea, to cross which was 
a &r more formidable undertaking than it is now to circumnavigate 
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the globe. Life flowed on in a moderate current, with a elowness which 
to ua would perhaps be intolerable. Questions of public policy, of in- 
ternational relations, of theological thought were all widely different 
in form, if not in substance, from those that agitate our minds. Many 
truths and facts, especially of science, now fieimiliar as the alphabet, 
were then wholly unknown ; and many old beliefs and superstitions, 
now vanished, held ta\\ sway or lingered in many minds. Projects 
now successfully accomplished or hopefully entertained, would then 
have seemed the wildest vagaries; and some matters then of grave 
concern, would now have no interest. Was this life, therefore, radically 
different from ours? Do its simple and quaint annals possess no charm 
for us and convoy no lessons for our instruction ? Whoever attentively 
reads this Diary will experience, first, an impression of freshness and 
strangeness, as if he had had a glimpse of a world almost unknown. 
But, presently, he will see the unchangeable elements and principles of 
human nature and of God's grace at work in that simple state of so- 
ciety. Ho will perceive that piety, bravery, truth, and honor have all 
times as their own ; and he will not refuse to receive some precious 
lessons from the Diary of honest John C'omer. 

Certainly, historically considered, this Diary, which is often quoted 
by Backus and others, is valuable. The church historian, desirous of 
understanding the doctrines and pra(*tices of that early day, and of 
rescuing from oblivion a multitude of interesting and instructive facts, 
will find in it much material. Tlie secular historian, especially in the 
line of local history, will also find here memoranda of events, accounts 
of curious circumstances, details concerning men and things, which 
will aid him in his researcIicH, and throw a good deal of light upon the 
conditions of life and of thought almost two hundred years ago. Every 
citizen of Rhode Island interested in the early history of his State, every 
scholar of anticjuarian tastes, every Baptist reverencing his occlosiastical 
forefathers and wishing to know more of their beliefs, practices, and 
lives, every Christian, of whatever denomination, to whom American 
church history seems as important as the church history of former 
ages— all these, I am sure, will read with great pleasure and profit the 
" Diary of John Comer," will be glad to find it elucidated by the 
scholarly and helpful notes which accompany the text, and will be 
grateful for the publication of the work. 

The task of editing and annotating the " Diary of John Comer " was 
wisely committed, some years ago, by the Rhode Island Historical 
Society to the Rev. Dr. Barrows, then Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, of Newport. He had already made a profound study of the 
ecclesiaatii^l history of Rhode Island. Me had resided for many years 
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at Newport, was fiuniliar with its localities, its history, and its traditions, 
and was pastor of the ancient church to which John Ck>mer ministered. 
He brought to his work ample ability, habits of diligent and pains- 
taking research, and a remarkably well-balanced and trained power of 
historical judgment. He had advanced fiir toward its completion when 
his labors were terminated by his unexpected and lamented death. 

The manuscript notes and memoranda which he left were placed 
in my hands to prepare the work for the press. I found the great body 
of the notes in a state of admirable readiness. It was necessary only 
to look them over with a view to the correction of clerical errors, and 
these were very few indeed. Two or three notes I have been able to 
furnish from the author^s memoranda in pencil. In quite a number of 
cases he had indicated his purpose to make other notes, of which no 
trace could be found. He had undoubtedly passed them, intending 
later to supply the deficiency — probably, after farther research. These 
I have not been able to prepare, being without access to the requisite 
authorities. My own additions are indicated by my initials. 

It is a matter of great regret that the editor was prevented by death 
from finishing his work, especially because in the final form, which it 
would have received at his hands, it would, I think, have furnished 
additional light on some interesting subjects. For example : it is well 
known that a friendly rivalry exists between the First Baptist Church 
of Providence and the First Baptist Church at Newport, for the honor 
of being acknowledged as the oldest existing Baptist church in America. 
Dr. Barrows, in a very gracious and historical spirit, was an advocate of 
the claim of the First Church at Newport, having a firm conviction of its 
validity, and being well aquainted with the facts and authorities on 
which that claim is based. A note indicated but not written might (I 
conjecture) have thrown some light upon this question. I am sure that 
the friends of both churches, and all who are interested in historical 
researches, will regret that Dr. Barrows was prevented from saying 
whatever he may have desired to say upon this matter of historical 
fkct. Again, I am almost sure that some fuller notice of the life, 
work, and character of that great and good man, John Clarke, would 
have been found in these notes if the author had been permitted to pre- 
pare them for the press. It is known that he had under advisement 
the project of preparing a life of John Clarke ; a work which would 
have been of great value, and for which he had every qualification. 
Also, it is natural to suppose, that the editor would not have failed to 
give fuller details of the last days and labors of John Comer than I 
have been able to supply, and that he would have given some account 
of his posterity. A son, named also John Comer, was— fu^cording to 
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Morgan Edwards and Backus— a member of the Baptist church in 
Warren, R. I. This and much more would, I presume, have been 
traced out and recorded. But God has willed otherwise, and we bow 
with submission to his will, thankful that the careful and scholarly 
method of Dr. Barrows enables us to rescue from loss and give to the 
public such a lai^ and valuable portion of what he had intended to 
contribute to history. It only remains to give a brief notice of his life 
and character, and to pay a brief tribute to his memory. 

COMFORT EDWIN BARROWS was bom in Attleboro, Mass., De- 
cember 11, 1831 ; was baptized at Providence, R. I., by S. W. Field, d.d., 
May 25, 1850, becoming a member of the Central Baptist Church 
(Old ** Pine Street ") ; was graduated from Brown University in 1858, 
and from the Theological Institution at Newton in 1861. He was almost 
immediately settled as pastor of the Baptist church at South Danvers 
(now Peabody), Mass., where he was ordained December 25, 1861. He 
removed to Newport, R. I., in 1865, settling as pastor with the First 
Baptist Church, and remaining in that relation almost nineteen years 
and until his death, which occurred, after a brief illness, December 26, 
1883. 

He gave his whole heart to his work. He was a faithful pastor, an 
instructive and thoroughly biblical preacher, a wise administrator, and 
a diligent student. He made lai^ acquirements in biblical and theo- 
logical learning. He had a special fondness for the study of philosophy. 
Christian doctrine, and church history. His personal character was 
marked by spotless integrity and purity, deep and spiritual piety, and 
manly firmness, and was adorned by courtesy, sympathy, and gen- 
tleness. 

Such a man's work could not be circumscribed by " parish limits." 
He was known in Newport not only as a chief factor in the religious life 
of the town, but also as a respected and influential citizen, interested in 
all benevolent and literary projects. He rose to a high position in his de- 
nomination. He not only wrote an able and valuable historical sketch 
of " The Development of Baptist Principles in Rhode Island " * — as well 
as other small works — but in many ways he helped to make history. 
He had positive convictions concerning Christian doctrine and church 
order, based upon his study of the Bible — the one authority which he 
reverently accepted as final and infallible. These convictions made 
him a regular Baptist of the American type, and circumstances made 
him a special champion of certain essential features of Baptist doctrine 
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and practice. By no means dispoeed to contention, or even to contro- 
versy, with a mind of judicial temper, he never shrank from the path 
of duty. He knew how to promote and defend what he believed to be the 
cause of truth and of Christ himself, with patient persistence and with 
vigilance, firmness, and wisdom. He knew also how to act this import- 
ant part without rashness or bitterness in a broad and moderate spirit, 
without compromise and yet with abounding ciiarity to all, ** speaking 
the truth in love.'' He was, therefore, by the grace of God, equal to 
every emeiigency, and his influence continually grew. The fruits of his 
labors and of his leadership remain his noblest monument. 

He was frequently called to positions of honor and trust. He was 
twice chosen President of the Rhode Island Baptist State Convention ; 
was elected trustee of Brown University in 1878, and was, for one term 
at least, on the Board of Managers of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union. He received the honorary degree of Doctor in Divinity from 
Colby University, in 1881. 

It will surprise no one who reads his notes in this volume, to know 
that in the necrology of his alma maUr it is said of him that '' he had a 
true historic spirit, which became stronger and more active by investi- 
gations and writings, which were characterized by thoroughness and 
accuracy, by candor and a singleness of devotion to the pursuit and 
attainment of truth." 

The worth of Dr. Barrows was fully known, however, only in the 
daily walks of pastoral duty and in the sacred enclosure of his home. 
He was married January 1, 1862. His wife was Harriet Willmarth, the 
eldest daughter of the Rev. Erastus Willard, for more than twenty years 
Baptist missionary in France. Mrs. Barrows was a woman of high men- 
tal and social endowments, and *' the heart of her husband safely trusted 
in her." 

Her death, March 13, 1883, was a crushing blow to him, and at first 
it seemed that he would never rally from it. At length, however, he 
had risen above the first stunning shock of his great afiiiction, and had 
girded himself to return to " life and to duty with undismayed heart." 
The touching dedication of this volume to the memory of the departed 
wife, shows at once the depth of his undying affection and his brave 
resolve, inspired by her memory, to devote himself to " higher service " 
for Grod and for mankind. This dedication I regard as a precious sou- 
venir of them both. I found it, in pencil, among the notes and memo- 
randa, and it is given verbatim as its author left it. Its last words seem 
almost prophetic. The providence of God has removed him from all 
earthly endeavor, and his aspiration for " higher service " in this life 
must remain unfulfilled ; but all who knew him and loved him will take 
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comfort in the assurance that he has only been called to a higher 
service, indeed, in a more perfect life. 

The Comer of the olden time, with his simple faith and quaint ways, 
the Barrows of the later time, with his riper culture and wider knowl- 
edge, but with equal faith in Gk>d and in his Holy Word— both faithfhl 
workmen in the same vineyard ; both true servants of the same Master ; 
both worthy successors of John Clarke ; both having hearts loyal to 
God and sturdy in obedience to him and the defense of his truth ; both 
loving and lovable in the daily walks of life ; both called to " higher ser- 
vice " in the midst of their useAilness and promise — in this volume 
clasp hands across the generations, and being dead, yet speak. 

f James W. Willmabtb. 

RoxBORouoH, Philadelphia, OoU 16, 1801 



Remember the former things of old, for I am Ood and there is 
none else, — Isa. ^6 : 9, 

And thou shaU remember all the way which Jehovah thy Ood 
has led thee.—DeuL 8 : 2. 



Bo, on and on, through many an opening door, 

That gladly opens to the key I bring. 

From brightening court to court of Christ, my King, 
Hope-fed, love-fed, I journey evermore. 

At last I trust these changing scenes will cease ; 

There is a court I hear where he abides ; 

No door beyond that further glor}' hides : 
My host at home, all change is changed to peace. 

William C. Wilkinsoh. 
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I BRcuN thin Uw>k in y flmt place with an amKint 
*• *''^ of my hirth which wan on >•♦ flwt day of August in 
)r* year, on Tu«wiay, 17(M. 

Tho plaoo of my nativity wan lionton in N. flnirland. I wan 
the f*l<l(«t wm of my |iafvnti«, vix. Mr. John and Mm. Mary 
lV>nM«r. 

I d4f«lrn to i»yo y« fiininilar I*n>vi«lt»nco of K\vf\ in mrantintr my 
birth in a land of friH|M»l li|cht wlH*n* I wan favoun^d with a 
n*Uiri(HH (MliKtitinn, havinj; etti*h <if my f(ra<tdmoth<*rx, viiL Mm. 
Klin<»r riim<*r ami Mm. Mar>* Pittom, nott^d among >*• gtMlly for 
einim*nt and f*x<*mplary piHy. 

My ditir ami honoun^l ftitluT, Mr. John (*onKT, 
' f*niniiri'«l in a vt>yiiiri* to Kngliiml, but touohlnfc Ami 

at ScHith (\irolina wait noon taken r«i<*k with >*« |>n*\*aninic nick* 
m-^rt of y* Cf>untr>% ami in a few tlnyn 4*xrhanirfHl at* I tru?«t hAtrih 
f'»r Hmrrn, on y Vlih of July l7oii, in y* IK^nX yi-ar of hi?* agv, I 
UH*n ltti*kitiir aUmt 3 wiM*k*« of two vfam of ti|{«*. 

•Tbi notaiilo >*♦ th«» \fry night hf clii^il h«» a|>fii*arpd to my 
m«ith<*r, b(*ing tlM*n in IbiKton, with a hliMMly hamlk<*n*hi<*f in 
hU haml. Note, \w bli^l nrnrh In hin ^irkm*««, 

Thijt ftpring I wan put to w*lio«»l to Mm. (HtiMm, am! 

ciHitinuivl w»* h«*r wniH* yiiim, till I t*iinN*tomtiM»m- 

lM*r urmir things myM>lf. I )ili*i«i (}<mI for >*« tun* taken of me 

when I waitfW) ycHing y* I might U^nnx to n*iiil >*« holy ScTipturm* 

Thiji day my mother wan marrii^l to Mr. John 
'**'* I*hllli|iM, of liiMton, l»y whom »«he had two rhildrpn, 
a mm and a < laughter. 

Thh dav I wa*« Ave yearn old. Thi«« \i»Hr I flmt 

' n»mi»mlK»n*tl things ; the flmt thing wan my dear 

grmminKHher Mm. Mar>' I*itt4>m taking nn* into Iwt chamNsr 
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every evening before I went to bed, and she kneeling down 
by y« bedside caused me to do so too and used to dedicate 
me to y« Liord. I to this day (and hope ever shall) remember 
that one sentence in her prayer, viz. Lord remember this child 
and make it thine in y« day >yhen thou makest up thy Jewels for 
Christ's sake. 

My mother has told me yt this year I read my Bible half out. 

This year my father's mother died ; this grandmother was a 
very eminent woman for exemplary piety. 

The holy do they live here forever? 

^^^^ This month my mother's mother died suddenly. 
She got up well in ye morning and died about noon. 

Blessed are y« dead yt die in y« Lord. She was taken speech- 
less at y« first stroke. 

This year I was put to school to Mr. Ames Angler,* in Boston. 

I think this month was y great fire in Boston in a 

^ '• very dreadM manner,' about 100 houses burnt, 

together with y« old meeting house and town house. A drunken 

woman living near y meeting house carelessly set some oacom 

[oakum] on lire, and so flr'd her house, etc 

Blessed be y« Lord for his remembering mercy at yt time, My 
mother was yn burnt out and had like to have lost h^r life. I 
was sick at y^ time at my aunt's. 



I Anc* Angler (or Angw, m the name is MMneiimce spelled) wm born in Bebobotb, Ji 
mvrj 9, ICSl. Hie fktiier wne the Rer. Samuel Angier, mioUter in Rehoboth, and hia 
mother waa the only ebild of the Rev. Urian Oakea. fourth president of Harrard CoUef*. 
HIa nani«t Aaatea, eaiM from hia paternal grandmother, who vas the daughter of the famooa 
William Amea. He waa graduated fh>m Harrard College in 1701, and in 1706 waa married 
to Margaret McOarty. The winter before hia graduation he taught tcbool in Charleatown, 
the eontraol bearing date NoTember tl, 17XM, receiring aa ottmpeoaation £90 in mooej, and 
a amall quantity of wood. He beeame the first master of the school es tabllth ed about 
I7P at the e<oraer of Weat and OMnmoa (now Trmnont) Su , Boston. Early in the year 
17IQ» he** waa choe^ schoolmaster for a writing school at the south part of the town at lOt 
pounds per annum.** He died in the latter part of the year 1790L 

FVftr thcM Itema, w weU aa for othar ftwU embodied In the following noCea, the editor ia 
Indebted te the kindneea of John U Sibley, M. X., Ubrarian Emeritna of Harrard OoUer^, 
wh«i«e two ample vtitnaseeof UTS pages on ** Harrard Graduates ** are a noble contribotiun 
10 the history of hb Alsaa Mater. The seeond rohime renc h ee dt^wn only to 1<77. 

t **The fire of 1711, the mo«t sweeping and dit^tmtw that hnd yet occnrred. burned 
down all tSe honaia, souse of theua very capntions haildiors on both »kl«9 of Oomhill 
fVvMu !Vhool Stnet to Dock Si^naies, betidea the Fine Church, the Town Hooae. all the 
upper part of Klng^ Anet, and the gr eater part of Pudding Lanei In all. nearty one 
hundrsd h-nuses were destroyed, of which the rubbish taken ft^tm the ruins was used ta 
fill up Long wharl * Thus the town of Boston,* says the Bev. Cboon Mather, in his wamem 
on the evsflit^* Just going ta get Vy en d fonrseore years of agu, and c«>oiic<lng with much 
lahor and aarr»w, ls« a rmj vital and Tulnahle part of it, snen cut off and flown awny.* **— 
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In this year (I think) as I was playing a childish 
Ang., 1718. pj^y ^^ ^ tilter [a teeter] with one Power Merit, one 

of my schoolmates, near a cellar, I fell, by reason of a sudden 
Jerk, off into it, among some stones, and cut my head and tongue 
so y^ it hung out of my mouth unless kept in by a muffler, and 
none thought I should ever be able to speak plain again ; for by y« 
fall I was entirely senseless. But in about 4 months by a constant 
supply of honey in my [mouth] it was healed ; and y^ Grod who 
is a God working wonders gave me y« free use of y^ member 
again, beyond all expectation. 

This summer my mother with my father-in-law 
*^** [stepfather] went over to South Carolina to live. One 
principal reason was because he had got two hundred pounds in 
money from my mother yt my own father lefl for my education, 
and upon my grandfather's hearing of it he pursued him to get 
it ; but he went away thither privately. 8o I was abused. But 
GK)d has promised to avenge y« wrongs of y« fatherless. He lived 
there about two years and at y« expiration of yi°, he having been 
out on his horse came home in a dark evening and goii\g into the 
house came out to look after his horse with a long pipe in his 
mouth, it being very dark fell over a log, y« pipe stem ran down 
his throat and broke and all means yt could be used could not get 
it out. it being Saturday, he continued till Monday without 
speaking and died. Thus y« \jon\ found out a way in his Prov- 
idence (tho awfhl) to meet with him. I always thought it a 
Judgment. 

This year took some notice of God's goodness to 
me, and l)egan to see so much as excited me to look 
to God in a way of prayer, l>eing I hojio in some measure made 
sensible of my sinfulness and un worthiness and of the need I had 
of Divine preservation. To tho U'st of my remembrance the 
Providence yt first stir'd mo up was tho surprising death of a 
little lad about my age, his name was William Thomas, who was 
playing marvils [marbles] near the Old North Meeting House, 
Boston, and a cart laden fitissing l)y, a marvil rolling under the 
cart he stept to get it, tho horse starting run y® wheel over his 
head and brake it so yt his lirains ctune out and he died on y« 
. . . HewascarriedintoMr.HijiHlorlain*H house, where I saw him 
together with multitudes of oMuth; he l(M)k*d awfully. O how 
my soul seemed at yt time wlu^n mine eye atf^M'teil my heart won- 
derfiilly. I thought, were it my cas*^ to lie so bniise<l and broken, 
to have my soul fly into i\w world of spirits, how would it 
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be? I was lost in myself. But this I knew, I was strong [ly] 
affected w^ it. The next Lord's Day, Dr. Cotton Mather,* I 
remember well, preached from these suitable words: In y« 
morning it flourisheth and groweth up, but in y® evening His cut 
down and withereth. This first awakened me. 

This day I was twelve years old. I remember 'tis 
Aug. 1. i7ie. j^naarked of my dear Redeemer yt at this age he 
was found disputing in y® midst of y« Doctors both hearing and 
asking y™ questions. Luk. 2 : 42, 46. O may I conform to Christ 
in all things possible ; may I be willing to hear and ask about 
good things. 

'Tis remark'd yt Saint Ignatius was of this age at Christ's cruci- 
fixion, and yt he was the child yt he took up in his arms to teach 
his disciples humility. O may I be humble ; I am sure a sense 
of my sinfulness is enough to make me so. May I be so in deed 
and in truth. 

I having been disappointed by my Ikther-in-law 
[stepfather], by his taking my money from me, of a 
liberal education, ye time being near y^ I must be put out to learn 
a trade, and this month there was great concern about one, my 
grandfather inclined to a tailor's trade, but my [mind] was bent 
upon'studying. Only at length 'twas concluded yt I should learn a 
glover's trade, and Mr. Benjamin Harris was pitch't upon. After 
many intreaties I was prevailed upon to comply, and, since it 
must be so, I chose him because my own cousin Thomas Dolbear 
was just gone to the same place-being of my age. 

This month I went to learn y« glover's trade of Mr. 
*'*^' Beixjamin Harris, of Boston. 

This day I am fourteen years of age. This day I 
^^' *■ was bound * by my Grandfather, Mr. Jno. Comer, for 



■ Cotton Mather, son of the Rer. Increase Mather and Maria, daughter of the Rer. John 
Cotton, was bom in Boston, February 12, lGf>2-63. He entered Harvard College at the age 
of twelre, and was graduated in the year 1678, and May 13, 16H5, was ordained colleague 
with his father, oyer the North Church [Congregational] in Boston, which position he held 
till his death, February 13, 1728. In 1710, he received from the Unlrersity of Glasgow the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Dirinity, being the first American thus honored by a British 
university. " His learning was probably more rarled and extensive than that of any other 
person in America."— Sprague, AnnaU of the Amer. Pulpit. 

* The laws relating to the trades were early tran*f srred from the Old to the New World, 
so far as the nature of the case would permit. In the several Colonies, the statutes relating 
to the service of minors were borrowed from English legislation. Early in the reign of 
Elizabeth, " it was enacted that no person should exercise a trade or mystery without 
having serrcd a seren years' apprenticeship." " This period was thought no more than 
•afficient 'to instruct the learner in bis profession, craft, or mystery, under a properly 
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7 yimrs to Mr. l)ef\ianiin IlarriM. Kph. 6 : r>, G, 7 ; 1 Oir. 

7. •»•» 

Thb cUy I oni flftc^on yciiw ohi. 
Aac 1.1710 J „„,tj||in^| 1,1 my n|ipn'ntU\*»4hip. I hml opimr- 

tunlty to n*Ml aiui did iiii|inivi* It; for Mr. llarrii* ^vi* hltn«<«*lf 
to drinkliiK and o»m|)finy-k(*i*|>itiK to t*xcx'rts tuni iiiind<M| tio(lilti|( 
of hU lia'«iiH'!«t. Mym*ir and my (xiui«ln (knil wry Imnlly^ufHl on 
all ao'ountH thlnK>< went 111 an to uh In tht* family ; tlio 1 ho|H* 
iUni hU^««cil tht* tlm<* to nu*. 

ThU >i'ar I iiimiwiHiHl a «»t dl^i>un«» (w»» wa** y» rtr>»t) from y« 
wonl, Vaw 12 : 1 : lU*nM*mU»r now . . . .May I iUimk 

I tlml fU»vatiHl thouirht In my-jflf a !*ln y» tlu»*« of my ii^» I 
plainly M^i* an* mid i(i(Hl to. Y<»utiK <H»m|>iuiy fntld^tonifrrimrnt. 
Ltml ht*lp mo to wati*h a^iin<«t all apinnuuiKV of evil, and lu*lp nM» 
to |M*rfonn all thlnict* that an* irnod* 

i ) unhappy fandly y» I am m^t into. No nhow of (^mmI ; iM*itlH*r 
pow<*r nor fonn of iriMllinf^««. thily lifelt'MN prayer on the evt^nln^ 
of the Sahliath ; and drink with pimlnj? all y* we<i*k. 

ThU month mv mother took me fn>m Mr. Ilarrii*' 



jttM. iT*o Hi»r\it^» Uhiuim* of the extn»mlty of the oinnimi«taneeH 
of hi* fandly. Th<» he ma l«* many Wf»nlH, he ^aw he o>ul<l do 
mithintr. Unhu^^* my Indentun* wan tH>t anthentiek— -maik* with- 
out my MotherV knowUnltfiMir (^»nm*nt,f»nly hy my (} rami fat h4*r. 
I lIvM with him 2 y(*ar** and one mcmth. Yet *tyk'n^^ thought 
ailvl<5»tile y» 1 should fiillow y* ?<anM* tnnie (whieh 1 alway* 
aldior'd). 

TUi^ month I wan put hv mv tJron<lfatlnT to Mr. 
Ztf^'hariah Fit«*h, of Ii4i«ton, of y* njime traile. He 
oti^rvinj: me to ntid luueh, fn*i|uently mid to nie an<l t«> other*, 
I m^* you won't do for me, for ytiu n*a«l ftn* viurh. At X\\\n time 
I applii^il my««*lf toniy Unindfiither to in* on in ««tudyin(r. hut he n^ 
fU^^I. I pn«vailtM| uiM»n y \U'\y. I>r. Inrnni««» Mather^ t<» jni am! 
auk him, whieh U^Iuk done h«M^in«4*nt4*d to it. 



^iftli4#-l MA*!^. tr*rhrr. of <|>Mr««tr t^f Ih^vr %rmw werv •vnoiif «Km»— •ti'l to rH*iiK«iri» 
Ik* Uttrt Kt wr«tc^ f»»f tl»r ir«intnf rKw\%M " TW nrtftn of tW ru«<'«iii<>f •l<f«milt#v«li«t* 
!• in* 4t«<«l til •*•*».» .»li«riirtly **ri^ fWr •• r«n W arvn it art)** In iHr )|»«MV %ffv^** "THr 
%nrm%i%»nt>i fiiti't* ^M r«>rfw>r>lt»fM • f tr»-lr«mn« In F>fUf»i1 ♦l«l»« \'r>Uki\y ttnm iHr 
t«r:flli rrtiturt. »A«I It t« •Imhmi rtrfla'n hal lH# ln*litull««i < f •f«f«rr«^iu«^Kit«» r«r>fiM«i Iw ^f 
m***h \mtrt <\m%» * — AWir Htot^n N.m i»I| vtthin tin* ftfr^w-nt .-ruiurt '1^1 <v«ip«l«.r* f«?» 
fk»itm t' t%titiAiarT a|>f*rrfiil^*liif\ !(< f«»nu* of »!«•««• lnrl«Unt t<> tW •yiAtnm vrrr M»nnf 

• l»rrf<«M> MsllM-r. »>n ..f Kx h»H MatK#f •»•! f*«thAr1t»« l|.<»t|. w-m htvrtx •! Ik.rrHr«trv 
JvfM n K.l» %| \h9 ui* t*t ivrlTr. h^ rnUrrvl IffarTtnl <%»ll#v«>. an*! wm er«<t--»t«^ In 
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i>«o«mb«r '^^^ month I began my grammar with my old 
®*" '' schoolmaster, Mr. Ames Angler, being 16 years and 
four months old. Thus I set out upon my studies. 

The latter end of this month the small pox* was 
^ ' * *^' brought Into Boston, which was exceeding surprising 
to me. The first man who brought it in died. 

The distemper prevailing in town, some of y® youth of my ac- 
quaintance were taken away by death, which by God's blessing 
tended to blow up y« coal of conviction in my soul and to keep it 
alive. I thought much about y® angel slaying in y® camp of y« 
Assyrians, as y® sickness prevailed. This put me on ye duty of 
self-examination and crying to y© Lord for y® magnifying his 
grace towards me. 

^ ^ Being this day seventeen years old, I set it apart 

"*' * as a day of solemn fasting and supplication in my 
chamber, to humble my soul before the Lord ; to bewail the sins 
of my youth and of my nature which is y woftil spring of all 
actual transgressions. I bemoaned myself before the Lord in 
secret, and between each prayer I spent y« time in close examina- 
tion and in reading Mr. Vincent's^ book, entitled ChrisVs certain 

inTitationfh>m his brother Samuel, who wastheu aiuiniBterin Dublin, Ireland. He enrolled 
himself as a student in Trinity College, and when but nineteen jears of age receired the 
Master's degree. Returning home, he married, Mnrch 6, 1662, Maria, daughter of the cel^ 
brated Rer. John Cotton, and. May 27, 1664, became pastor of the North Church in Boston, 
and continued in that office till his death, meanwhile serving as President of Uarrard 
College from 1684 till 1701. The corporation and overseers of the College presented him in 
16.12 with a diploma of Doct/>r of Divinitj, this being ** the first instance in which such • 
degree was conferred in British America." Ue died August 23, 172tt, aged 84 jean.— 
Spragiie*! AnnaU. 

« The fear expre«>sed by Mr. Comer in his diary, wan characteristic of the age. The small 
pox was at that time, doubtless, the most dreaded of all the scourges that afflict mankind. 
** HaTing been twenty yean in abeyance, it renewed its dreaded Tisitation in 1721. Nearly 
six thousand persons took it in Boston, of whom nearly one thousand died in the year.**— 
Memor. Hi*t. Bo$L, If., 52. During the time of its preralence, it receiTed the earnest atten- 
tion of medical men, who sought to compel it to yield to their treatment. And the studies 
thus bestowed were crowned with a good degree of success. A wonderful discoTerr was 
made, and the practice of inoculation was introduced. 

We hare m earlousftNaipee of the prevalence of the small pox, and of the dread with which 
it was regai€eA,4n tt. letter written by the Rev. Joseph Bellaihy, January 23, 1764. Called 
fh)m his rural •parish fn 0»m>ecticut, to become pastor of the Pmbyterian church in New 
York city, he laid the case, after having informally declined once and again, before the 
ConTocatlon of Litchfield County for final decision, earnestly hoping they would 
counsel him not to go, citing to them among other reasons for not ^>ing this, ** I may die 
with the small pox, and leave a widow and fatherless children in a helpless condition." 

7 This was Thomas Vincent, a man of considerable influence in his day ; was educated at 
Oxford ; became minister of St. Mary Magdalene Church in London ; was one of the minis- 
ters ^ected in 1662 for Nonconformity; subsequently, proached at Noxton until his death 
in 1678. During the plague in London, in 166S, he was distinguished for bis constant and 
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ami midden appearaftce iojudf/metti ; which I hope wmm iiuuK* of 
aoaie use to lue. In y* cIom* of >*« day 1 niiohixl by tht* help of 
ClirUt, thttt if the Lonl naw iiu^et to vinit nie with the Hnmll |iox 
(whirh I iMi wa>' exiiecteii tofviiii|H*) an<l would fuim* me up apiin, 
I would fitutly theadvanivfiieiit of hij« k^^^O' ! ^^^^^ walk in the <»b- 
verx-ation of all iri«|K*l dutit^, even io the iHinmienioration of hin 
dyinic l4f\*e at hin holy talile. AfU*r y* troiiiK down of y^ Min I 
viidteil uiy (iramifather, who wan then nick and lal>oun'<l ufnter 
y« intlnnitit*!! of old a|^*; whom it pleaiied (}od to call hemx* an I 
tnuit into y^Joy of hin liord, on Monday, Aug* y* 7th, 1721. 

He comndtted me to the imre and inf«|iei*tion of y* liex-^. Mr. 
Jn« Wtvti [\Vi*l>l>J * and by will U^iuinitlHHl t4i nn* i:.'MN). I would 
eye thl!« fuvtir and enttvni it an cxindiiK from iUnl. Thin num wan 
to bring »ie up and IntnHluiv me comfortably in y* world, which 
It flid. Thn tlicn* in our would huw hml it othcrw ine, but ihnVH 
holy I'nividentv pmvidt^l, and divertt^l all oontnir>' lulviixw. I 
may i^imftirtubly take up that wonl Hon. 14 : 3; Jer. VJ : 11. 

FitMling w^ aiiufortable pnivlHlon C^od hml mmle for mc*, I 
acquiiint4Hi Mr. Wc«*b [Wcbbjuf my extn*mefciLrof y«'nnmll |miX, 
U|Min which he mlvi;<i^l me to gii to m^hiMil out of ti»wn. Then^ 
U|M»n, on >•♦ I'lth nf Auk*, ^ ***^ "O' f«»rmcr manter Mr. Angler 
and w«*nt ami UianhHi at Mr. Kphraim l*jilM>tH**n [OnlMimV], aUmt 
a ndU* anti i from Tambritlgt*, timi wan n\\imm<*nd(^l to Mr. 
Ham> iHinfo^h,* M*h<Hilmtt.«tcr of Ctini bridge* After I wtu* ad- 



4lirtftt«««B4Ml •ciitlif lb WIiaU ut \k9 MiUvrrn. Hm «m tb# ftulbnr of wvrrmi work*. 
oC tlftcM | i< M i i l ttg ihr^Higlk Matty fl«l|tt.»u« A r«iak^.t# t>f llww U giTrti tn W<««| • .|fi#«. 
Omi^ 111.11*1 llr Kati At ••cir ititMr • «i>nir«ivrr>f vtili WtUUm iVnn I4n»u»4 < alUinif 
••;«i« liU #^' it \t.*.»iff*, II . ^. llial b« "VM a «<»rtlif. buiul4«. anU Mbtfti^tlf |»ioMa 
M*n. «l »4j«r t»rtii>ci|*W«, at..! grrat •»«! atxl (tl>igvr»«v ** 

TV- h***n* vurh on '*\ »«■' * ' V'Mt« «»^ .h«<.|m» Af^^''*^*if*»*J^tif^*r^ ««■ tnn fMiMlaKwl 
la ICA* aa an •vu va* |Mit«U»l*««| afatn in IMi aa a \2m • . th* vliih •»llti«*n ai>f«arnr| Iq 
|4vi IW Until ••litW»n in •*U«>g<ii« in ITZI It llM h**n nnrm r9pvk\ii\*hm\ In lllU •••ontry. 
U itrmmUU. Mm*. In lt.«. a c^i>7 oT vlilcli U In iW \\ht%rf >»t llaoanl C.4t««« ~ 

• " Juhn ^*t>-* «aa t»«rn at llralntr«». MaM. va« frn4aat«J at Harvard t%4Hr in r«M . 
Vft* «>4^lain«^ ir»t |Haa|4if *4 tb« X^w North « kurHi. Ituatuo. f irioWr 3i>. ITU . rt«v««rd tba 
a** IM^r Ibairt.rr m ^«>il«mgi«« tn \' M after Mr Tk*i«lM>ra <l#«lb In 171^ ••• *i»W 
pm»U»t y.u\i: l*<;. vb^n ib* lUt .%o4r»« lii«4 «aa orAAl»«4 m bla n4k«c««. att4 «lk«4 

•t>mm%trl {••ml^txh.mmmnt %h0 Het J.>bn t»anf»nb U f . ICTTK .>r ImrrbMler. Maaa., •*4 
• fr«»*lk>fi '^f ih« lUv A«i«i*«: 1 »att forth • II «' lAU . (tf a<>tt>MrT. Hmm , «aa rm.tttata4 
fk««» llar«»rl<'. :»«nga in |*IA vaa aa-h.MtlttiaAUf In i'n»brtil^ In l*.*i. an*! bail Umn fSi»r 
aw«M tiH,* t.r»«t «fc»lf n*arrt««l Auguai U. 1*3*. I h»ahrib ^ywnMv 4k««t « «ni»*«^ TT. t"*. 
•f»«l «t>4Ht rtgbt]r<«tMr yr%. lir r.r:? irft |K# ««Mmilon uf ar h xiniaaier b«»t awrral • i*tl 
ft*4)^4>r.ai (a*** waa JiMlgv of rr<>l»at» ft»-l m\t^ ff t"mm <n I'Wona. I»«.rtnf tba Kavv. 
I«ai»« b« vaa * n*7altal.-Li>ct«a a Calfv. i/^. ^ <)Ma»rWf», JIT^ 
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mittcd into y« school, and settled in a religious family, I thought 
myself exceeding happy and hoped I should not be visited w^ y* 
prevailing distemper yt was raging in Boston, which I so 
much feared. My hopes upon yt account were soon disappointed 
and cut off; for y® Lord by a strange and undiscovered way and 
means sent it into y© very family and no other in y « neighborhood ; yo 
beginning, Mr. Ozbon's [Osborn's] youngest daughter 

Gotober. ^^ vislted with it, and in 10 days she died. Tis 
beyond expression to relate wt trouble I was then filled withal at 
yt amazing instant. But upon its breaking out here I betook 
myself to the house of Mr. Jonathan Steadman, in ye middle of 
yo town of Cambridge, so y^ notwithstanding my extreme trouble, 
I kept to school. Nevertheless scruples arose mightily in me at 
yt time whether my remove from Boston was not sinful, all things 
considered, and highly displeasing to God; for I going from 
Boston to escape it, and y^ coming only into y« family I was in, 
I thought it look't like Jonah's flying from the presence of the 
Lord ; wi» word was a very great aggravation of my trouble. On 
or about 

having taken a solitary walk as far as y® Royal 
Got. so. Qajj^ which is about a mile out of town towards 
Charlestown, being in a praying iKwture with my hat in my hand, 
near the 3 mile stone, I used such uncommon expressions as these, 
being in deep distress of soul : Lord, If it be thy holy will y* I 
should be visited w*** y® small pox, I pray thee yt if I am for life 
and there is still any work for me to do for the people yt I may 
have my fears continued concerning my death till y« instant y* I 
know y« small pox is broke out upon me ; and then as a token y* 
I shall live to show forth thy praises let my mind be comi)osed 
under the visitation ; let this l)e a token to me of my life for thy 
goodness' sake, O Lord. After this 1 was exceeilingly grieved 
fearing it was an unlawful petition and yt ye glorious God would 
be oflTended at it rather yn answer it. 

About this time ye practice of Innoculation*** was set up and 



10 Inoculation as a prerentatiTC of small pox did not become generally Icnown in England 
till after the jear 1717, when Lady Montague wrote her celebnitol letter from Adriauople. 
And not till more than a quarter of a ct'ntury after itn intnMluction did it iMvronie firmly 
efltahlinhed. It encountered bitter opposition from the learned, and e^fHviully from the 
medical prof^snion. Moore, in his History of Snuill-ffor^ written in 1^15, stales that at the 
beginning of the eighteenth century about one-fourteenth of the population died of small 
pox, while at the cloae of the century the number had increaM.>d to one-t<>nth. The 
friends of the new practice in England received, howerer, instruction and encouragement 
from acrofls the water. Id 1722, Mr. Neal gare to the public "A Narrative of the method 



; 



TH£ DIARY OP JOHN CX)M£B. 2l\ 



much ertUwniiHl of. I)iK*t4)r ZalMlial lV>yb«U>ru* " u*aH y^ chief ac*U)r 
111 IL TIh» Colhvt* an«l Sc*h<»iil bnikc up. Mr. NIchahiM (Vvtsr 
[Hc\t»rJ " oiHM>f >•• fcUowHuiMi .Mr. Suiiii iHuiforth y*Hi'h<«>l muster 
|jttr^^ uiulcr y* (»|M*nititm. TiMin thl.H 1 Joimnl w^ the luwfiiliutvi 
of >•• pmctliv of InnoiniUition (Iho mnuv wn>U» ami prlnU^I ii^iiiitd 
It), aiMl conc*ludeil t4> pukm uikUt It. AoconliiiKly, 1 n*|iairwl 
hoiiu* to IkjHtim on 

Ik*inK Hatunlay antl mlny W(*athi*r 1 thought to omit 
Nov 4. j^ ^jjj Mtintlay ; aini on y» UmVn I>ay y 

I wont to nuvting at New North niM^tlng iiml iM^Ing 
^ then*, a ytHinjf nuui Ju!*t n^xivcnxl who muvU excit^l- 

Ingly iitn>nic jruvc It nio, or I intch'l It of him ; it o\vri«»wcnH| me 
i«>y« I wiii4(li.«4inlrnHl ail mTmon time. lUHunihi); hnuM* I In* 
fonut^ <if y» alTair, and exinxiiHl it worklnjr In a fortnlKhU So 
I waM |in*vi*ntM from lnn<Nailatlfm. Aa to y^ mhiI amaxiiiic 
t^rmr I wan in about thU time dmivminK Ku*mlty, *tU inc^x- 

BmlmiKmm t*t tixicuUtltic thr tmall i-tt la N«v iJiifUii*!, bf Hr. lirQ>Atuln ( «»liaMi . vlt^ 
• r«'f»lf t4i lb« oli|^«cU«>n« ■»»!• aifAluM it fr«icn ftrlnrt|>lr« of r«»o*clrt*rr, to • W4l«r fhMi • 
Mlauur «i lv««&*>o. To vlik^h U b<>* |»rrflir«l «n hl»t>»rUiftl tntmlurtitvci ** 

i> £*}»li«J lluf la(«*n. Jttttly (}i»(ingul*4r«l f.<r hi* prrtUirot a»<I kacwMfuI rtforta to Itttro- 
4ac« t»<«ulAiW»« Into ittU r«> mtrv, mm* Inro in llf^«»klio#. Mam., I^^; Ni*a«*. kA Ikla 
<MMk««l iHct . Miyt MaTtIi 9. KTf iMflQif Ihr |*rv<«lrncr «/ lb« ftOIAll fMt In |k«4<«« IB 
I7;i, wbh h «•• r Arr^ it>< tlriOi ini«> hui>«lrri|a <•# booMv mo*\ rmmiint m d«rf> gSi^iat t.ver IIm 
••tir» r>>«iaiubitf . Up U««m« dcvfOi liitrr««i«nl la Matlylof • B»«4h>«l <»f ailtl4Pitt'>< *^ 
V l<4« •»«••# tlb# f«.^ 4>B««M». Tbe tur<l».H| |tr«»tu*«Rl mm hf inoK^Uuiun. In Ilia prtngfrnm 
km mw^ i4Ui^^ fr> m<rwK mwX otvrt«*iu« tw<li lci>or»Mv •»4 •tafwrvlltloa. Il# «■• ufi|iuM4 
villi vanntli ai>4 r«m l<iii«r !»«<•• on tb# fr«i«atHl U>tli of •rwor* aa4 «»f rvligt4»B liramHI 
^f«Ulat»« afftik* «t>«l vniiragainti htm. A p P» A l wm «m|4» Io th# r»9markfk«» U» «tta«a 
tirsinM htm M»<l ht« ttr« iMrth-«l ll# mm »«»n mstU tW t»l>^t«H <>f ff wr tn U>n hf ih* civU 
•ulh*rttlr<a It I* r«>fa«rtr>l ih*t hit Uf« «m thrr»imr4 I rM|Um*«»»l hf hi* ofi^>arftU 
l*r lifyUi«>ti tr»««l iW rtiMTtmrtii u|«i*« hHi own •»«. ihlrlfwn y*«rt <>f acv, tiMl u^>« tv« 
•rf«aal« i« hi* f«mklf , in r*rh <iM« «Uh •'Dllr* *miii— . Iiunnf tW 7««r« 1T*).33. Il* 
li»uauUi4«l t«i* h«tt4nMl AQ'l U*r\f-»*tmnpfrtrm»^ And llilrtfHilo* wrr trr«l#«1 \>j Mhm 
^yvUtftA* . Mi»t *'or ih«a» two hobflr^l mmt Htflit)r<«|i rftMm only •!• dl«l.'* Hy intliaiMl 
Im tl«tu4 U^nJun. vhrfv in t7.<« H# iMiblUh^^l * ho.>k mkU:h h# il«alir«t«4 ta IH* PnnrMS 
r«r^4itt«. ai»4 mm» m*«S* • K«4k»« 'tf Ihf lt*>vd MorW4|r. **lH# tmt Am«rk«A. •» t«-.t»vv, 
•«rr »>lmti|Ml I.* th«l hMi.or" lU •lt«d MArrh I. ITM, mm! «m b«rk«l In Itrmi4hn* - 

1h»rl>«r* lakrr .V'«l ^»<f 

« Nu« U* H»v«r, * fril ,m ma4 luU>r in llartaM TolW^ fWiM 1T14 to l*t«. «m U«rB !• 
tUtiKury. Kpnl r>. IMB. ana fr^luaic^l fnim HAnaH In IT«1. •«• **( his rl«wmAl«>« bHttf 
Tln»4llf <*utl#r. IhlnS K«nAf »r Y*l«- rollrvr lU fNn»rhml fnr A llmr In |f*«rrhll}. A«4 

A^l It. I'll, mm f»MAltM«l mlat*t#r In fo^.vrr. N II ll» t«>ri AA«r a f«Mtff f««ri' M-r«k<r i« 
Km -'•■A* tutor In hi* .I<«m MMtr. U* mmtt omtmt Ihm lr*ilrr« in a V^ng aa4 l'iil#f r»Miln^ 
twrtf In 1h« f«»vAr«ai#«l nf tb#cnlVrgv. fnnwlng out of ib« lilvrA) •{••ni shovn hf Mr 
II 4?la In <«M)n«rO<Hi with Hi* mAnlft<vn| t\t\m. It «a* a r«>ntrv>«rr»f iKat Km* m« tkt irHouA 
A* It thr«^#n "Ih^ 1t«M>lnt>'>n uf llMrwlW^r" Mr ^Airrr 4U«1 A|*rU T 1^44 v^«l»«ry, 
//,«! /Ia't C-n4« iVrm. rUd, 
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Nothing but y gashly [ghasUy] oountenance of death unpre- 
pared for was before me, and no light of a reconciled God, nor a 
sense of the application of y« sin-cleansing blood of Chcist to my 
distressed soul. I remained in extreme terror until the 

of Nov. All ye interval of time I spent in looking 
^ over y« affairs of my soul and on yt day I was taken 

sick. As soon as * twas told me y ^ y« distemper appeared, all my fears 
entirely vanished away and a beam of comfort darted into my 
soul and with it a sati£(faction from yt word thou shall not die but 
live and declare the works of the Lord. Yea, so great was my sat- 
isfaction y^ I immediately replied to my Aunt who informed me, 
Then I know y* I shall not die now ; but gave no reason why I 
said so. Then the prayer-hearing Gkxl was graciously pleased to 
answer my requests while at Cambridge. 80 y^ under y« situation 
when I was in my senses (for I was deprived 4 days) I was sup- 
ported by y* good word Ps. 50 : 16. The visitation tho heavy was 
made light and easy (I was not totally blind) because God's rod 
and staff comforted me. I lay under it from Nov. 22, to 

on which day I was so £ar released as to walk 

Being restored to my former health and strength 
"*^* again, after so awful and remarkable a visitation, in 
which there were between eight and nine hundred snatch'd away 
by the stroke of death, I resolved to study God's glory as my 
chief end ; and also to follow my studies with my former school- 
master, Mr. Sami Danforth, of Cambridge, because I delighted in 
y* place. 
Accordingly I returned to Cambridge in the month of 

at which time ye small pox was spreading there. 
^^^^^* Among those who died of it (which were about 
9), Mr. Sami Steadman, a young gentleman, a physician, was one 
to whose funeral I was invited and chosen to be a bearer, with 
w*» I complied. He was a near friend of mine and much in my 
affection. O cruel death, and yet kind. 

On y« Commencement Day, one Lamb, a stu- 

^'*^* dent at y« College in an airy fit got out of y« window 
to go to another chamber, it being y« 3<* story, fell down and re- 
ceived his death wound ; so yt he expired in a few days. May I 
take warning. 

At this school I passed thre many of the Latin authors. Here 
I took the sweetest satisfiaction. Everything about me was 
pleasant and desirable. 
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ThU moDth in Ifcintfici tho authnrftkw nuMie parrhment tiu>iH*y," 
i. ^., a |M*nny, two |it»iMv, ami «*) |M*ncfv 

ThU tiny I ani 4*l|cHUH*n ypiin« old. L AimI in>*m*lf 
^^' '* emituinHl with youthfUl vanllUii ; o how pk<«iiMiiit are « 
thoy to naturp. lionl, gnuti yt I may luit U* drawn fbirn th<^». 
My cotn|Ninionfi wt«n* at thU tinie vi»ry mmr an<l dfur to nH\ hmitp 
(•KficriaJly Thonmn lVi»ntUv, Thcmian (Iraven, Jf>hn llowy, and 
Will"* llot»l>y. Like David ami Jonatlian Ui mo. 

Having evw Hlnce my rerovwry of >•• umall pox 
jammt. t7M. |^^jj»| u|Mwi m>*m*lf olillgt^d to ivrw iUnl In a nioiv 

emln4*nt mann4«r y<* h<'n*tofon% ami looking <m m>'w*lf tu* having 
y* vow«« of <it«l lyhiif on m«» to m»rvi» hini In y« way?* of hU Holy 
Inntltutloiut atitl mon* tipiiMvlally In >*• cunimenMiratlon of his 
dylnir lovt* at hU taidt*. 

Aaxinlin^rly I <*am4*iitly entnvtM tho I^onl y« I mlirht ha\i* ail 
y antt<i^«ik»nt qiiailtlciitlonii and all actual profmratlon for It, Tiiat 
woni wait mado iim»fUI to dk*, 1 i \ir. 1 1 : 24, Thin do In rt»m4»m* 
bnuux* of nit*. 

Ht*n*ti|Min I niiolvwi to gt> ainl pn*?^mt m\*w»lf to\-» Pastor of y« 
cliun*h of i *amliridirt*, Mr. Nath' Ap|ilt»ton,'* who wan wlilinic to 
entxiurain* my motion to ^immL. 



Vf Ml M H i Mw —ftil vt^«tlitio« acalttM ( «»«4« uodcr fUr atUlMa l*1iit*|* T1»«> gv«rr»* 
tmmtii kt4 Bkadv »« |>ffvtl»l«ia Cur pmjiug ibm »>l4lrni, rvlf lug Utr th* fm ry» — «i|mmi iIm 
Iui4jr that ftbouM WtAkrti fVooi tlN>ror«if. (t(t»r«> tlM>r« «m tt0 moorj la ilw lnMMir«, 
BCi'l tH» tlitN> u> rmlw M'^fwry l<]r «lr«y tt|«>ti tbr r*>«intry, - rrt*f\ «M»ftitrt« fftfirr M«»rjr, 
tW« r*ilml lUlU of < rmlU ** lluUrf* .»! tiMM HtU* rvvotuAllx Ui^l luttcli bjr IbHr 4«^n^- 
rUtt -n 

"lit* fmthtpm fv«4 frnrrmltf kBovo." Mf • Mr. Prtthf". U fWW Ij»m4mkmk$ ^ B-tttm, * that 
• f«fi#r currrnrf «»f MMali «lrn<»«utD«lluQ »m l»MM«i In tli# <%kl«>B7 tHa— rhinrtf > a* rsrtf 
M I'T.* Thrf wwm pn*^%tmi **u |Hirrli«»roi N«i (Hbrr ln*lftMw !• rrw^rit w r Kl of ih« 
•«iiMi<i*a ol MK>ii mmaJi »«•»• tQ |wprr until «•• r om* tlovn to iIn> p«ri*Ml <»f tlM> llr«c»latt«>ii. 
TW «h>* <• MM'iuut •uil»'»ft«*4 ••• otiljr ftv« huMtlrvd f«>Mii»di. an*! fmritu*n» mf* ^rrr r%rw ** 
f ftr tlK W^ arv gltrn in tb* vorfc rrfrrtMl !•• •K>vv Hral4«« llw al«irT«^wrn||4i«4Ni lwi>h, •■• 
tVUr't li^st H^ . M»4 lell*» /IW ^ai^r fN,rr««/v aIm \rn*>kl • IfMf it /.. Vol II.9» 

Tb* Uttrf MIT* thui !•• M««t #itrft>*r«lln«r|r *«p#«v« inrurrv*! i» 1710. * HK««I» lataMl 
ai|'.|4««| tli# |»ian |MtrMt««l hv Im^ to«4ffh*«*r« An tvi f«r laaultttf Mlb <»f rrv"ltt «m ^Mr4. 
Five IK <«i*«j»r| ^4an<l» In •l^fl»'*mloni|.>o« frx»tn i«v |»t«o4 lo t*<* tttUIIng MlU vvf« |Mttti4, 
•Ifnol tSr •ttiffvnth of .%Hfi»»( " 

M NmHsaM %|ifKl«4i*n. f>r •«Bt?'«li v««r» |i«tUtr »f tb* rhurvli In CwmhriAfr, mtm n ann, 
•I iKr ll<*» J<»lin %t>f»M«M). on* ••# thr kmir'* r«>ui>rll. af»4 IJi«al«4h. *l««itffcur '•# ib* Itrv. 
Jnhm a-frnt. f^h t*r«<«i'lrnt of llar««rti « ttU^fv. at><l vm Uirn In t|*»«i<li, |i«<rr«nWr t. 
t^»^ ftnl (r»,|M«(««| tr^mt ll«r««Ml In 1*1 :. ** vKm h*' wna • llitl«> Vm* than ninr<#rn " H# 
VM i«ivli4P«l M^n Ih* •Imm '*( tH» lUv H'ltllAm Itmltlf. U* hr*m*mtr pmtmm4 tW «'«aihrt*l«« 
riiarth. Mi.l rwrHrf^ orUlnstlon ( ir «<•!>» r •», )T|7. lncfYnM> Maibrf t»fr*«-|ilnf th# n» mM »n 
TW ••*»• «««r. ITIT. feir «»• »l*v<««| • }«-!<••« '»f III* r*»IU>^. iviftllnultif tn liatnorwl •»4 
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Feb. 17. 
iMTd'm D., 24. 



This day I was received into fiiil communion with 
y« church in Cambridge. 

This day was sacrament day ; I enjoyed great com- 
fort and satisflEiction in attending y t Bacred Institu- 
tion of my dear Lord. 

On the 24th of Feb. was y« most remarkable tide yt ever was 
known in N. England, y« sea rose several feet higher y^ usual. 
Sunday meetings in Boston broke up on yt account by people 
being called to secure things from y« wash of y« sea. 

About this time my near companion Mr. Ephraim Craft," who 
was a member of Mr. Webb's Communion, in Boston, embraced 
the principle of Believer's Baptism, in opposition to Infant 
Baptism, and was baptized by Mr. E. Callender," in Boston. 
In some iittle time after I met him and manifested my 
concern about yt affair (at this time I never in y« least degree 
doubted y« validity of InflEmt Baptism); and after some con- 
trary discourse, he earnestly desired me to read Mr. Jos. Sten- 
nett's " treatise on Baptism, which I consented to, after much 



degree of Doctor of Divioity, an honor which bad been prerioaslj conferred by that col* 
lege upon only one individual, namely, Increase Mather, about eighty years before." He 
died February 9, 17S4.— Elliot, Biog. Diet. ; Sprague's AnnaU. 

[This "church in Cambridge" was, ofooante, Congregational. Congregational churches 
of " the standing order," i, «., established by law in Massachusetts and Connecticut, were 
the leading churches of those colonies ; the Baptists then were a small, despised, and per- 
secuted people. In Comer's Diary and the Notes, Congregational churches are often men- 
tioned as " the First," " the North," etc., without denominational designation, as was the 
current custom in John Comer's time, for the obvious reason Just stated. A little atten- 
tion will show the reader what church is meant in each such ease, as distingulsbed ftx>m 
the Baptist churches'often spoken of. We note, in passing, that John Comer, at first a Con* 
gregationalist, though a sturdy Baptist, without thought of compromise, and unflinchingly 
true to his conyictions, cultiyated friendships with good men of other denominations, in- 
cluding those of the communion he had left. For example, he evidently esteemed Rer. 
Mr Clap, Congregational pastor at Newport, and often visited him.— J. W. W.] 

» Ephraim Craft was baptised into the First Baptist Church in Boston, January 12, 1723. 

i« Elisha Callender, for twenty years (171K-173K) pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Boston, was a son of the Ber. Ellis Callender, born in Boston in 1680 and graduated from 
Harvard College in 1710. He was the first Baptist minister in the country who received 
his collegiate education in the New World. He was baptised Autnist 10, 1713, and five years 
later, May 21, 1718, was ordafned pastor of the church to which his father had long min- 
istered. At this ordination service, when Dr. Increase Mather preached the sermon, there 
were at least two persons present who remembered the nailing up of the meeting honse 
doors by order of government, namely. Rev. Ellis Callender and Deacon Benjsmin Sweetser. 
Mr. Callender was a ctiltivated man. A corrrspondence which he maintained with friends 
in London was productive of rich pecuniary blessing to his Alfna Mater, Mr. Thomas 
Hollis became a munificent benefactor of Harvard 0>llege. Mr. Cailender's death occurred 
Tery suddenly, in the midrt of his usefulness, March 31, 1738.— Cathcart, Bap, Bney.; 
9ptmg}x^%Afm, 

^ JoMph Stenneit, ton of Edward Stennett, a minister of some distinction during Ui« 
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penoumlon ; ht* lont it to iiu* (1 (titl tK>t do it with y« view Ui Kuin 
li^ht t»ut only to luakv tilJtHiloii, ho|>lnK toflml many Aiiwh In it) 
himI I n<»<olv«*(l to turn to «*vi*ry S4*ri|>tun* quoU*(l, and not to take 
liny <iiM* without, un<l in my mi doinir 1 found 1 Imd nt'ViT tluly 
ixini«id«*nHl y h i»f y* Art**, y* Jiof Mutt, ami y» a^ «>l lUmiunf*, and 
KUrh like pltit^'^. 

llc*rt*u|Min I Kot (tho privately) IxMiki* f»n yotluT !»id«' y»o>n* 
tn>ven«ie iind ftiund y« if wi*i|rheil in y^ lnUtUHv uiintinir. 

After werloUH und mature dt»lilierallon atul (tinient pniyer t<i y« 
lionl, 1 founti yehun'lu"?* not ?m> fully in iinler in y^ |«»lnt of llrt|»- 
tiMn nkt^ tlM*y f^lMKild U», tho 1 vulut^l y»»» iw y SfMHimMif C'hrbt and 
would willingly maintain my 4*i»mnmnion with y>». 

Hut tn take up mkIi a itim* In my <niriy dayn, uhen 1 had not 
on4» n*lntive in y Wi»rld of y« minil, wai* exei»inlinjr tllfHi-ult, no y» 
I feun««l to let my miiMl in thl»*nu*» in* known t«> any onenKil, 
aiMl U'Intr iH*wly ailndtt«'«l into full mmmunion with y*ehun*h 
in ( amhritltri*. I f«nin<d it would U» hurtAil to y« ehun*heM and 
di^pl«nu»intr to <fod. 

S) tho 1 wiu* •^iti**tie«l y« my liaptinni wan defi*i*tive, I •^till kept 
in the oimnmnion 4>f y ehun*h (U*in|? (*on)rn*Kuti(»nal an<l In y* 
rijrht a«* \%i*ll a.** in y «^*^*titlaU of reli^^lon); I deviat4'«l in my 
mind in no one |»olnt f^ve y*, viz. y«> nuKle ainl f^uhjtvt of liaptlMn. 

1 oimmmieil u ich •^•vend ehurehf*Nin y«'!«inMMinlerax 1 hado|>> 
|M»rtiinity in y'<i»ur<4* of IMvine l'n>vld«»nn'. The old North in 
IWM«»n." Mr. Toiioh Matli«r, Ta-Mor; the New Niirth in li«»*- 

l'ftfftta<w«n)«ry »ar «MU<rnio iWrk* « '^uril?. tlncUuxl. In l«M.an>l uf>i»|tir«| M*f\li4, 
two. !»«•(. r •■! IIm- .Nii i*«t«r>Axi • it<>rrh. n»««lhig In lltitMrr • UaJI. U>rMl>n In vhirli iidk« 
Im ff*u*«»ti«<l till hi* ti^aih. •bi- It ii(«utr-«l July 11.1711 (»tt rH*nt|««« Im^ iwinucrr**! Ut 
*Ah*t l««|4i*t I t -It ltf« llr ««t • fiiM- Mtlifrv ar^klAr. Mi'l "c**«M|*«««| naitf Ivatitltal 
hfMit.* «itif li mt^ •I4ii uM«l lb Ihf ilcir. h In iTu;. h« |M«l>ll*lk««t ' tu ftilmirat W <!«» 
firtM -r >««|.ii*iu. ' In my y i* Mr Ihivfl liii««rti'» !•• k. rniliU«l * I uui|«tu^f>i*l» «iib- 
<j»4i • I <»ub4«u«>ci " 1I.I*' lirlfnar* la it..«ji4W«* tW irrailM tu «hif h Mr < ••«ier rrirrm. 

If » tug /#Mi. /.» » /f.t|./.« «. 11 . 4*1 V»' I •ilH-aM. /i«i- /.••«-v 

M tb* rr •f-rr In lW'»t<*ti |.r* < • •••• i.i |? w •rvrn i • lif Mr^^sOottal riiarv h'« I irM f1l«rrk 

I . u . ki*<>«n ft* il.t Oi«l I )iur« h *<^««t» I « hurt h |*»Vif< kixiv n •• tlir S rth < tturrli. iWa 

*« it«4 «>'«1 N»rtl« lUlnt < h .ft h ii«f i . k»«»n as th» iv^ith • Imrrh. th«t» «• \hw < »M <%i>«il|i; 

htmtt'* ^it^^^ i h •rth > • »* \» 9 N>»rth < hurtli iTll Sr« "^iaih < Inr h .?!> Mi4 

|««1< r«l Mfrrt 4 k irih 1 •* 

|b»il«« 0»««r iKrfv wri* » f( « xf <4Hrr ran»«« Mr I««t»k«| K««l. vrilitt/ in 1*?* ••?•, 
" 1 >»«fT *r» l»ci • bu* H> • ««r I !»«« »/ f«i^ti« •f.r»bi|>iit |li«i.>n ftli**! lJi(»Mi«hn»rttt naui'iv, 
ibr <>»<l < liurrh.fc* I jiu«l. l««».4M ■ i* ih* Hf><li«r «>( all ibr r«^t. «b. r««*f lb* l:< t Mr W Sfli^ 
Vwfttt. ■'>.! Mr Tb*M«i«« I < t •< M Art- |MMlt»r« tbr S<>r«b < l.ur' h. »b«rr» f litr l*i««> r« !»• 
crr«*« •'. 1 < •>!«••» Maibcr »rr |ft*tr« ihr ««>-4itb «h-.r<K «l»«r>*f Oir 1U« Mr J «r|*^ 
•««ctl ai**! Mr I !••«»«• I'rii>«4 arr |>%«t> r« Ibr i hurt b itt ItranU Mrwi. • Ih rr«>f lb* |U« Mr. 
|Wt.;»>*..n « >■ ruiart •!. I Mr •% i. an* < ••-fwr arr !>«••■ -r* T l>« -'(brr !«<• < h r« l*r« arr l«trlf 
Nltl^ *»4 *ftr i«li«*l ih* N*« Nurtb. M*4 tbr Nc« <*vutb . Mr Julia %> •»<» U<uf | — l u r oC 
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ton," Mr. John Webb, Partor ; the New Brick in Boston, * Mr. 
Will™ Waldron," Pastor; the church at Andover," Mr. John 

■ 

the one, and Mr Samuel Cbickley of the other. But beeidei the forementioned churcbei, 
which are properly the £stablLihment of the Country, there ia one Episcopal church, one 
French, one Anabaptist, and one Congregation of Quakers. The Quakers are but few in 
number, though tiiey are treated at present with as much candour and goodness as they can 
reasonably desire; the Anabaptists are likewise but few, but serious, modest, humble 
Christians. Mr. Elisha Callender is their present pastor."— Neal, Hist. N. Eng.^ II., 227. 

The Old North, or Second Church in B<Mton, was formed in 1650. For twenty years one 
meeting house had accommodated the whole population of the town. In the year lfrl8, 
howcTcr, the number of inhabitants had so increased that another was deemed absolutely 
necessary for their accommodation. It was therefore agreed that one should be built at 
the North End, the foundation being laid the fullowing year. To distinguish it fh>m the 
other, this Second Church was called the North, and in lime the Old North. It was some- 
times designated the " Church of the Mathers," because it was for so many years presided 
over hy different members of this eminent family. Samuel Mather preached here for a 
short time when it was first formed, though he is not reckoned among its pastors. As 
given by the Rev. Chandler Bobbins, the early pastors of the church were, John Mayo 
(1653-1672), Increase Matber (1664-1723), Cotton Mather (1685-1728). During the RcTolution 
this church lost its meeting house, when it was united with the New Brick Church, the 
consolidated body retaining the name and records of the Second Church.— Chandler Rob- 
bins, HUl. North Ch.; Mem. Hul. Bost. 

I* The New North Church was organised in 1714, "seventeen substantial mechanics forming 
the nucleus" of the body. John Webb was ordained the flmt pastor. In accordance with 
the custom of the times the church desired, in 17tO, to call an assistant pastor. The 
choice, which fell on Peter Thatcher, was not unanimous ; indeed he had a bare minority 
of one vote, and that was cast by the pastor, Mr. Webb. A division was created, and a 
Dumber of members withdrew. Nevertheless, Mr. Thatcher continued to serve the church 
as assistant pastor until his death. The meeting nouse was built on the comer of Clark 
and Hanover, then called North Street— Ephraim Elliot, HUt. Sew North Ch. 

*> The Now Brick Church had its origin in the division in the New North Church occa- 
sioned hy the calling of the Rev. Peter Thatcher. The organization was effected in 1722. 
William Waldron was ordained the first pastor. The meeting house, fh>nting on Hanover 
Street, was built of brick, the first in the town, and was elegant for the times ; it was dedi- 
cated May 10, 1721. This house became subsequently the home of the Second Church, by 
which the New Brick Church was absorbed.— Chandler Bobbins, HUt. New Brick Ch. 

« William Waldron, son of Captain Richard Waldron and Elinor Vsughan, was born in 
Portsmouth, N. H., November 4, J697, and graduated from Harvard Colhge in 1717. When 
the New Brick f'hurch in Boston was formed, he was chosen pastor and was ordained May 
22, 1722, Cotton Mather preaching; the sermon So<»n after his ordination, he married Eliza 
Allen, by whom he had two children, one of them 8u»»j«equently becoming the wife of 
Josiah Quincey, of Braintree, Mass. After having preached btit six short years he was taken 
ioddenly sick while on a riait to a friend, the Rev. William Cooper, minister of the Brattle 
Street Church, and died November 11, \~27. —Spnfmc'n Annals. 

"•♦The church of Andover was organized October 24, 1645. The first meeting house 
was built near the old burying ground in North Andover, and stood till 1711. The larKcr 
portion of the inhabitants, for several years after settlement, lived in that part of the 
town. When, however, in 1707, it was thought necessary to build a new meeting hAnse, 
the votes of the town show that the bulk of the population was in the southerly part. 
For, * September 9, 1707, voted to set the meeting house on th • spot of ground near the 
wood call'd Holt's Wood, where the cross paths meet at the southwMt corner of George 
Abbot's ground.' This was objected to on the ground that it would greatly incommode 
the Rev. Mr. Barnard, who lived near the old meeting hou.ne. A division took place intn 
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Barnard," Pastor ; the church at Newport,** Mr. Nathi Clap,«* Pas- 
tor; the church at New Haven," Mr. Joseph Noice," Pastor. 



North and South Parbhet, John Barnard remaining with the North. Pastors of South 
Church, AndoTur, Samuel Phillips, 1711-1771 ; Jonathan French, 1772-18W." [JJUtorieal 
Manuai qf the South Churth, Andottr, by George Mo»Mr, 1869] 

Pasture of Flret Andorer Church, John Wood bridge, 16 14; Francis Dane, 1649-1697; 
Thomas Barnard, l(k<2.l7I8; John Barnard, 1710-1757. Church was dlrlded under 
Thomas Burnard about locatioii of a meeting house. [Se« Abbot's liiMtory qf Andover.] 

"John Barnard, sou of the Kev. Thomas (II. C, 1679), was born in Andorer, Mass., 
February 26, 1690, and graduated from Harrard College in 1709. Arter a few years spent 
in teaching, he became his father's successor as minister of the North Parish of Andorer, 
being ordaiiieil, April 8, 1719. He died while sUU in office, June M, 1757. " The peoplefor 
seventy yfsrs," during the ministry of father and son, were greatly prospered,— Sprague'a 
AnnnlM, 

« Though the Rev. Mr. Clap had with great fidelity continued to preach in Newport 
from 1695, no Congregational church was formed unt I 1720. Only eight yeare after this 
result had been achieved, a second church was formed on account of some diflcreuoes 
that had arisen In the body. The Rev. John Adams, who had been chosen to assUt Mr. 
Clap, beianie pastor of the new church. 

The postore of these churches were: Of the First Church, Nathaniel Clap (17a>-1745)^ 
William Vinal (1746-1768), Samuel Hopkins (1770-1808), Caleb J, Tenney (1804-1815), Cal- 
Tln Hitchcock (1815-1830), Samuel Austin (i821-1826), WIlMam H. Beecher (1880-1833). Of 
the Second Church, John Adams (172^1730), James Searing (1781-1755), Kara Stiles 
(1755-1786), William l»atten (178G-1883). During the spring of 183;j, the two churchet 
came together and fornmd the United Congregational Church, choosing for pastor, A. U. 
Duraont.— T. W. Wood, MS. Nisi, qf Ch, 

* Nathaniel Clap, son of Nathaniel Clap, was bom January, 1668, and irradnated firom 
Harvard Ctillege, 1690. He began his ministry in Newport, 1695, and after many dis- 
couragements succeeded in forming a Congregational church in 1720. Of this church he 
was ordained pastor on the third of Norember, and continued in that office until his 
death, October 80, 1745. His pastorate thus oorered a period of twenty-fire yean, and his 
entire ministry in Newport a half century. He was never married. He was a man of 
tdngular gravity of demeanor. Dean Berkeley, who risited Newport in 1728, said of him : 
** Before I saw Father Clap, I thought the Bishop of Rome had the grarost aspect of any 
man 1 ever saw ; but really the minister of Newport has the most renerable appearance." 
And George Whitefield, who landed in Newport in 1740, remarked : '* He looked like a 
good old Puritan, and gare me an idea of what stamp those men were who flret settled 
New England ... I could but think that I was sitting with one of the patriarchs."-'Kos8, 
HUt. Dfsc., 143 ; Biof^ CVe/op., R, /. 

«(W8ntlng.) 

" Joseph Noyee, son of the Rev. James Noyes (Barr. 1659), was bom in Stonington, Conn., 
in 1688, and graduated from Yale College in TOO, and from 1710-1715 served as tutor. Presi- 
dent Stiles speaks in rery laudatory terms of the great services he rendered the college 
during his tutorship. He with Mr. Fisk, ** were the pillar tutors and the glory of the col- 
lege " At the death of tho Rev. James Pierpont, his father-in 'law, Mr. Noyes was inrited 
to the pulpit of the Fint Church in NewHaren, and receWed ordination July 4, 171A. 
He was greatly recommended by the celebrity of his father, who was pastor at Stonington, 
and of his grandfather, who was the first teacher of the church in Newbury, Mass. A 
few nionthn after his ordination the college was remored from Saybrook to New Haven, 
During hl« pastorate a long controTorsy was waged as to which of two parties into which 
the church was divlde<l— the two parties maintaining separate meetings— was the First 
Cburch; the controversy involved also doctrinal differences. Mr. Noyes died June 14, 
1761. -Bacon, HisL JHse^ 888. 
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These with y church in Cambridge," Mr. Nathi Appleton, Pas- 
tor, were 7 in number. 

»Twas ooncluded by Mr. Webb yt I should be forwarded if I 
would go and studie with a private minister in y« country which 
I consented to; accordingly Mr. Barnard, of Andover, was 
pitch't upon, to whom I went in 

and while I was a student at his house I communed 
w^h his church, but laboured under inexpressible 
difficulties in my mind on y« point of Baptism. 

This month one Cornelius Bennett" and I finding 
®*^'" we should not yt year be presented to Cambridge 
Colledge for admittance we resolved to go to New Haven Col- 
ledge and offer [ourselves] for admittance there, and accordingly 
was admitted by y« Rev^ Mr. Samuel Andrew, ^ Pastor of y« 
church in Milford " and Mr. James Pairpoint [Pierpont], ^ tutor 
of y^ college. 

^ The First Congregational Church of Cambridge, Mav., was organizod Ffbruarj 1, 
1636 (O. S.). The pastors were: Thomas Sheppard, ordained 1636, died 1649; Jonathan 
Mitchell, ordained 1650, died 1667; Urian Oakes, ordained 1671, died 1681 ; Nathaniel Goo- 
kin, ordained 1682, died 1692 ; William Brattle, ordained 1696, died 1717 , Nathaniel Apple- 
ton, ordained 1717, died 1784. [Efght Lectures on the Uutory of the J'^nt Church in Qtm- 
bridge^ by Alexander Mackenzie, 1873.] 

» (Wanting.) 

*> Samuel Andrew, 8e(H>nd rector of Yale College, was the eldest son of Samuel Andffw, 
of Cambridge, and was bom January 29, 16.')6; was graduated from Hanrnrd College in 1676 
He was ordained minister at Milford, Conn., November 18, 1685. He married Abigail, 
daughter of Got. Robert Treat " He was one of the original projectors, founders, and 
trustees of Yale College; and aft«r the death of Mr. Pier»on, the first rector of the college* 
he was appointed temporary rector," in 1707, and continued to officiate until 1719, 
occasionally repairing to the college at Saybrook and New Haven, but resided at Milford. 
" He was one of the ministers who asvemblcd at Saybrook in 1708, hy order of the General 
Court, for the purpose of adopting and recommending to the churches a manual of church 
discipline, called the * Saybrook Platform.'" He died January 24, 1738. A daughter 
married the Rer. Timothy Cutler, who succeeded him iu the rectorship ot Yale College.— 
Sprague's Annals, 

n (Wanting.) 

» James Pierpont, who was born in New Har^n, Conn.. May 21, 1699, was the eldest son 
of the Rev. James Pierpont (Harv. 1681), the minister of New Haven, and Mary, daughter 
of the Rev. Samuel Hooker (Harv 1653), of Farmington, Conn., and was graduated from 
Yale College in 1718. In 1722, he was elected tutor in the college, and was the first college 
officer to subscribe to the new tests of orthodoxy required by the trustees. Being senior 
tutor, he had more than the usual responsibility since there was no rector during his term 
of office. He resigned in 1721. A half sister of his married the Rev. Joseph Noyes (Yale, 
1709), who succeeded his father as pastor in New Haven, and wa« one of the bulwarks of 
the " Old Lights." An own sister married the Rev. Jonathan Kdwards (Yale, 1720), who 
became even more distinguisheil as a champion of the " New Light.t." in the controversies 
of the period. Tutor Pierpont espoused the cause of the latter. He died in 1776. For the 
substance of this note, and for other facts, the editor acknowledges his indebtedness to 
Franklin R Dexter, Protaior of American History in Yale CoUeg«. Professor Dexter 
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Mr. Andrew mcUsd in >*• cm}jiic*ity of a li4H*Uir by 
***** niimin of >•• vm*iUM*y y» nuult* liy Mr. Timothy Cul- 
ler, " lU^ctor, who hail (ItiiaitMl hlnf<t*lf un K|iimxi|icillati y«(x>ni* 
nH*iHii*nit*ut U*fon*, toicvthor with y« tutor Mr. lin»wu** iuhI 
iiuiMlr>' oniiiintHl p*iniiit4*rH th(*niilM>uti«, 

Mr. Jtuii4*M PairiMiint [i*i€*r|Mmt] aiitl Mr. Will* Smith"* won* 
tutom. The colledtce then i\>iif«lf*te(l of alMiut Hfty HtudentM. It 
wuM envteil nt New liaven, in tlie year 171s ; but Hn«t ftaimleU at 
KilliUKHWorth, In thf yttir IHKL "• 

At thi!4 oolietlg.* I tarried y^ winter and hml Acluiml)er in y« 
i\illiHl|(i» and i*hamU*nnl w^^ CiidtHin SouthtunI [South worth J" 
uiy elafttmate, and wa^ under the tuition of Mr. Jaineit l^r|ioinl 
— who wan a U«tter pnnu-her y" m*holar. 

Thi;4 montli I |iay**' a vinit to li<iKton (nmi t^AUnl^* 

^'^'*** ami wan alloweil to Mtudie tluit Hummer with >*• 

Ii«*vJ Mr. lianiartl, an hert* tofon*. 

fvf»rr>ii»lf |»!ar«il In th« baii4« of tin* «>-lli4>r, in h# fr«<rlf na^l. aisauinipto |>rpfi«rv«l hf 
kiM vltli (rmt f*r0^ and aOrr ton* ami i^lnMaklnic rtm^fh, (n>m »bUli ««• il«f1v«4 
MtMrh «»}aa< ii^ lof'irtllJtluu •(uU*tllr«| In »«iti«ri|urtit n<rt« «. 

• 1ttu<4hf Tuikr WA* b«>rn In (liarlr«to«n. Mam , grmiuBU^ froiu llArranl t'olWfti |« 
lT<«t . or<Ulnr«i at *Mratf>r>l < t*!!!* . in 1T««>. m«rru«t • iiauifhirr of th« Krv Nuaif«4 
Ai»<1rtr«. and In ITIV •t»er«^l<»l thr latirr »• mtor o( YaW <'..tk>^. Owing to a rhaiifv o^ 
hi* rr.lfl •«•• tirvi bU «>flV> taJ omtiv^tMn •Itli ib« t<.ll*^« mmm •rirr««>l In tT|;, ailrr a hrUii 
thrw ;«a«« of M-rvk** He lniio«>ltatrl« aailfvl f<>r F^itUtitl. anrt rnrctvrd orttlnati«in at 
\Uf hao'l* '*< ihr bUI»<»p of Ntirvirh au«l •!••• n«i«(«ti| fr>ni l«4h <>«f<«r«l at»<l < anit«rl<Sf« 
\ttm lk»i«M»farT ilrfrwp uf Ikirtiir »f I»t*tnltx. Kciurntiic t<» America, b# lircama rcrtoc of 
11iri»i • « bart h. In llraMan Hv litnJ In IT4A, a^rvl rlgbu -ivo. 

•• |»»ni«l HriTWiM* «a« grai|Maif«4 fr*im Yal<* ('..llrgv in ITll. an«l Bt»ir tut<»r In 171* Ilia 
^tk.^ «a« tlt^Ur •! tatatit In I'Tl, •Hrn. •Umr\t%g in lu«t -r (NtlWr* rhanir«> of nrllg1«««« 
a»«ttM^ni« h« ar<v>ui|«nl««] blm to Ilntftan4 for ln4acO<»n Into h>Ay or«lrr«. vbrrr b* mhI- 
4<H»lt 4>re| of •mall t«o«. 

• W tlliam *»(ui;h. ••nr of thr m **t miinrni «<f tbr r«rli«r gr»|uaif« nf Y«U < ••l)«i:«>. »>n 
<i^TV*Ri»« ani 'Hi.inna iMrlt' 'Mui'h. •■• t«»rn <hrioljrf a. |^', in Nr«|«»rt. llu<klncbaaM 
• Mr«> |.iicl«i.<l III- •«• gra*l<«air<) in I rt9. an*l In in*, al a rrttlcal prrtol In Ibr bl«l«*rf 
of iS' •xritgi Uii ttt*itt-ii<tn. «a« rir«t««l Junt'ir tutor. cMtinuInf in ufAr* Utl ITII. «b«« 
br rv«i«i>'-t •»ti l«««lri< ><« lla*r- , br rrfiairv^ t'> Nr« York. aA<lU aald to baw b««n 
lb* i-'i\f noo-4 Wti<*'i gr»'luai«- of anv o>ll«>gv r««i4lng in thai eif Urn »aa at noe^, Maf 
9», lT2t ailnilttnl t<* tb« b«r. wberr hr aitai<.c«l bl(h flt«tlnrilnn ** ll» va* on« of i be t^r If 
)u<lf»« 'f tb^ *»4iprr«H> < «Mirt of New > 'trb. ma* >r of Nr« York tiiy. an'l |»n««ninrnl fa# 
mart trar« In thm fxifMturt of ibr |»tMlr •Ifktr* of th<> < xlonx * ||# dl««l Nowmbrf fl^ 

• \\ anting 

« «**<l««>n *«—i*b«ortb it fkrr>hattlr tb* |«rrMHi R»r«nt, Mr. f*»mrr aprl Ing tb4> nasM 
vtnrir<llnf I ■• |>r >t>un< laii<»n llr ««• th4- te.n of r«|*4«.o Wlillam HiMttbvorib. hr Ilia 
•mt^iil 9.U Mir*h«. at>*t «a* bi>rn In l.itOr < • mt>t >n. tben of Ma*a*(bua«lta, no« of 
ltb.r«|« Utat.t Vtarrlt 31. l'v>'* * llr »M cra.lMa(«<4 fr><«ii ^ aW ('oJl«tr* v'tb O^ rlaM of 
I*.? atvl *•* »ftrr«artl* •riil««| in bi* tiati«r t«>«o. vbrr* b« »a* m«rr1r<4 In J»n«iarT 
I'T'-* to I'riw i la. 'laofbtrr of U i Itan* •»>! Jvlttb IVaI**!* 1 |ar»n b#r rarl^ il^ntb ko 
vw i^am ■MfTlMl. MvylMibar SV Tli. u> Mary W|ib«»r. by vb«ca Im Iia4 wrwal rbli4.«a 



32 THE DIARY OF JOHN OOMER. 



I have cause to mention y« name of that servant of y« Lord 
with the greatest honour and respect immaginable. 

This summer a war broke out with y« Indians'" whiie I was at 
Mr. Barnard's, which was a frontier town, and his house was 
garison'd, tho there was continual fear and a town watch or 
military watch rather, yet no hurt was done by y® Indians. 

This month, in the beginning, I went to N. Haven 
^^^' to be there on the commencement and to tarry there 
till ye next spring, having spent the summer in private studie, 
which I esteem y« best. 

A few days after y* commencement was over I was taken sick 
with a fevour which left me low, with a fevour and ague ; upon 
which it was thought proper y' if I could go to Boston it would 
be better for me ; soon after a sloop presented. 

On y« back side of Cape Codd we were overtaken 

ootob«r7. ^j^j^ ^^ extreme storm of wind and rain attended 

with thunder and lightning in y® night w^ did some hurt to our 

vessel, so y* none of us ever expected to see the light of another 

day ; but through CKxi's wonderful goodness y« next 

wednead., 8. mQjj^|j^g ^q y^Qj^ safcly arrived in Plimouth Harbor. 

yj^^^ ^ We arrived safe at Boston. 

This day Mrs. Rebecca Bumol exchanged this 
Fryd., lo. ^orld for a better as I trust, and I was chosen a pall 
bearer and accepted. She was one whom I first fixed my afi*ection8 
on, and was truly a well accomplished woman, and noted for so- 
briety and virtue ; but in her death the will of the Lord is done. 
This sickness and trouble were motives to stir up my desires to 
obey Christ ; but I seemed afraid, for I had told none my mind. 
Upon which y^ word was made of a quickening nature to me, 
He that is ashamed of me and my ways, of him and his ways 
will I be ashamed f}e/ore my Father and the Holy Angels; \x\yon 
which I broke my mind to Mr. Callender in onier to proceed in 
the month of Deceml>er. 

This day I was Baptized by the Rev^. Mr. Klisha 

^j^^^vlj?Q\. Callender and was admitted into full wmmunion 

with the Baptist church in Boston, •• having before 

"(Wanting.) 

* The First Baptist Chnrch in Boston was, according to the record, organized "on the 
28th of the 8d month, lf>r>5." The 28th of Maj, O. S., I)ec«>me8 7th June, N. S. Among the 
earlj pftstors were the following: Thonia* Gould, I^aac liull. John Ruttsell, Thomas Skin- 
ner, John Emhlen, Ellis Tallonder (1708-1718), Klisha Ollender (17is-1738), Jeremiah 
Condy (1739-1764), Samuel Stillman (1765-1807), JoM^ph ( laj (1807-18U9). This list, with 
the ezoeptioQ of a single name, is taken from Benedict, who cUlma to hare followed the 
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wmiU^l u|Min the lieW. Mr. Applet4m, of ( *iinibrif Uns fui«l (lb»- 
ciiurM^l with him on y« fMiint of lia|»tlHiii, toicfther with my n*M>- 
lutlon. r|Miii whU*h he Hi^niiHtnl y« 1 iiii^ht ti<itwitliiituiMlinir 
maintain my omuimnion in hifi i*hun*h, by which I <lim^>V('n««l >** 
<«n€l<»r iimi (*Htholif*l( t(*m|ii*r of hlM Hpirit« He iN^huxtMl him*<elf 
y tiioNt nice tt Chrbaiiui of any of my friendii at tliat tinn* u[ion 
XhU mt^mnt. 

Ho I tarried In Il«K«ton y^ winter ami ruHolvH^I t<i )(<> no more to 
ixill<xl|ce, hut to follow my i»tu<lie!4 |»rivat4*ly and t4> keep for a 
time a m'htiol in y eountr>* If iiny pn^»nt<«d. 

Aix^iniltiKiy « '**bt»ol [»n««*nt«Hl at Shewaniet,**or 

^'^^ y^ hiwiT emi of Hwamu-y , and fxin?»Uierln|f thcM^* whh a 

liaptl^t i*hurt*h then\ nlMmt h mil«*s di^^tant, I ficxvpt4Hl>'«*m(ition. 

Thin (lay 1 m*t (Kit fn»m li«K«ton to Swanxey to vi.Hit 
r^r^.iiAro ^••ehun-h*' aiMi to k(t*p M*hfiol, if nothing hlndrn-il. 

(Irorcli Matitt*! «>f l^il W^ hm^*^ l»o«rv«r, vmtiirnil lu tnavrt llw »•»# of TIknii** hklD- 
••r. oti thr a iilt'trt'j of Mr. i *Hurr, who —ft, to n^o>r4ir»« Ibr ordlaaiiofi t>( lUrh*H 
tHnclrv, vhifh U- k |>iarr In !*>«». a* |i«M<»r of tbr I tr«t ( hitrrb in Newport, ** Th«> nt^llu*- 
tU»A «M I7 Mr I t*«>tBM '^klnnrr. |iA*i«»r *4 ilir rbiirtb in |k»|oa, aoil Mr Jmbt* lUrki r. • 
M4nM#r1t»( iir«4b«^r ttrUMtgin^ U* thlt rhtirrh.** IlK*rr l« • kfirr tm rvcord. •ml fr.>tn tb« 
rhtiff h in I^Mt'on !•• t>>«- < hun ti in \r «f«>rt. t««nng tiaic " t« iVh tlftjr nf f* llth iKoi.th, 
|«*9. vHlcli mm •IftMvl *>7 ** lft**r Hull. J<*lin IUiwm-II. aimI TIwmum ^klnnrf, In %* nam* 

Tttwrburrh in Hihi|.mi durinf *tl lu r«rllcr l.|«ior7 maJnialnnl r> •rrr«twvn«Smrr vlih iW 
f^r^t t hurrli in >r«|«*rt au«l ihr I )r«t Clian h in •*««ni« i. H hrn a tli*|>uUii<»o h«<l >«>«■« 
ftrr»fii«*l tf« xr^i* r ••( tl»«- #<ivrrn a «n4 r«iui«tt )*-i«ieM ih« |liwl«in |ta|<(i»t« *n<t ibcir •*!» 
^«n« •.«•, Ih* I \r^ Itnif* h iti Nr»|»*rt '" lM«rlii( f i»»U a|>|«>tnf mrnt. •rnl lo th# n*ft|»tAi»r^ 
«»f thwir t-mlirTn * • itrtMiiat*'>ti " wlvo arrivt*! :ii |ltMt'<ti ihrw •!•«« Ivftf^ lh«> ill*|«ti«r ** 
— lU(*u«, //•• »*%, I , Jk»i n»r iuinutr In ihr lU<««>r>l« <<f th«> I |r»l Churrb in Nrw|«»ri rrada 
«i t.i^$m* ** rhr tl*Mr\li At Hiwlon |U|>(lar«t M|-<n |riifrft«l«*« of f« tb. I«'ing miW^l hv f 
M*««»tral'« ti rv'tnl'r an »rT«xii»l if iHrlr faiib t.^grilN^r vlth tl»Hr l*a*t>r. Mr T I - rnM 
(*«4d. uci f* I4ib at).! IMh ••( \prti. l-»A, lbU<Hurth to<«t kn..«in|t l>ut ^Mh** rtifhl 

liM*«« « lib »••*«« >ttllk< tlM<^. And au ntikhl «ant lb«ir b^|> «r<«i ••«i«iar>rv raailr ch*'t*'r >*f 
MmI ar-'t <l<>«ii lbn<v OM-aMrufrrv lo Ibrm. vif t<<«r|<b T><rv ' Tiirri« . \> illlarti lll»«« t. aixl 
KaM««l Htt^^^'ir I. • H-. ( .4 ibrrv un «• Hih «f \|>r t U !»«■•• M' ltr»Uirt^| • «« rlxMcn 
§»«. rti..r In fUarr ( Mr l^trrnt, an>l ibrlr til>rrt)r-* wrfr »i.mr «hal al»rMc«^. tbr «b<irrh 
vr^ot* t ■ »Hr»r LnrtUrru at N««f».n, .••Mb Janiiarj. IC ». ' ibal M-vvraJ ^f ibrlr l-rrthrirfi 
Mi4 Mairr* ha>l !««« ralh^l !•• f«in. r<rn*tirr«l. ftn««l iwrnly ftbiUiDga a|iit«*- an«l !•• !«« 
CMHft rb«rf«^. * I ut Kh* • ift«wr« bating lb« <>r«l* r tannuir wcr* nut furvarU lu tbr %ief- 
IbrvMvv ■ f tlirir •!).'« 

»!•.'• rtfina: ir«. t of Ian<| whirb ««i fraflrd t« Jobn Mllra an I III* a«Mv|sU« •'>•! 
to«)ti • in h -n -r xf ih«- o*'! h<>n»r In Wale*, iltrv f K«» ilir n^M>r of *<* •• «rv 'ir<>h».}<'t * 
•ay* li* 4.t> • h*l • tH'W V% arrru ancl Itarrtit^" ..rn An>l ibr <|i»trt>t ■ ' ^lia« n**^. •« ••-fl 

•a lU* I 'r^. tit !..« . ..f '*««liary '-//.«' . 1 7^ |U«!lr* \itmt. *f, . f /'^m>. '4.11 i .*. 

•* flti* rbi.r^ t> Iti '*m»u»r^ *" I* thf i4*t«<«t llA|-(t*l < n r* b lo Ma**a<-li -w^it • |t« f...tt> Irv. 
ar* J>>bn MiU«. ' <-«tiM' « it b a r 'l>>ti% fr->«o *•« an«r s ii« \| a)r«. afMl •• tilr<t !<. « ««rtl '«a 'of 
VikAi • •• t|kct> lUrh »»»'h l-it •wl'^oj •• titlt wa* •*•« If »n<l rr*-* t»r»! lh^ ».*!.»» ».' <»««tt«r« ' 
TW ■^••ii*r« ' h ir« *i in \% ai«-« «btrh « a» ^r^^a -«<»'•! !•• I'''*9. t<r- n^ bt • t'h •« <-- iKt* •••ut-i't 
Itt IMki tb« •>'•! rii«irrb rwcurtla Tbvffv «aa a rri»««al of diumb rrlailout lu tb« new 



34 THE DIARY OP JOHN COMER. 



Fryd. 7 "^^^ ^^ about Hoon I got safe to Swanzey and 

went first as directed to the house of Deacon Richard 

Hardin— kindly entertained. At night I was conducted to Mr. 

Jonathan Kingsley's to keep as they had concluded. Sent back 

my horse by ye Post. 

Batord 8 "^^^^ ^^ ^ visltcd the minister Mr. Ephraim 

Wheaton, " and was invited by him to preach y* 

next Lord's Day, which I accepted. Having l)een earnest with 

the Lord for y« bestowment of suitable gifts and graces for so 

sacred a service. 

This day I began my public ministry in the toWn 
Lord'. D., o. ^^ Swanzey, in the congregation and by the request 
of Mr. Ephraim Wheaton, Pastor of y« church of Swanzey, from 
those words, 1 Pet. 1 : 16, Be ye holy for I am holy, P. M. A 
large auditory. Thus I hope in the sincerity and uprightness of 
my soul^ with a hearty and sincere aim to God's glory and y« ad- 
vantage of precious souls, and under deep humility considering 
my own unworthiness I entered into y® work of the sacred min- 
istry. Who is sufficient for these things. My grace is sufficient. 
I continued to preach one part of y« Lord's Day by the request 
of y« minister. 

This month I was invited by the town to keep the 
J"^- Public school, which I accepted, and for that service 
to have 44 pounds a year, tho I engaged only for one quarter. 

This day I went to Boston to visit my friends and 
July so, receive my portion. 
Aug. 1. This day I was twenty-one years old. 

This day I received my portion of my Uncle, Capt. 
Mond.. 2. James Watson, and gave him suitable receipts ; tho 

Swanzey in the year of arrival. John Miles was paator from 1GG3 till his death in IdM, 
Samuel Luther was ordained pastor in KtS.*), and continued his ministry till his d(>ath in 
1717. Ephraim Wheaton, having been a^itociate pastor from 1704, ^accee^lod Mr. Luther in 
1717. and continued in office till his death In 17:ii. This church maintained a correa- 
pondence with the First Church in Newport, and the Fimt Church in Boston, and with the 
Particular Baptints^f lx>ndon.— Baclcus, Ifhton/, II., 275, 4Xi; Cathcart, Bap. Ency. 

tf Ephraim Wheatoa was born in 1653. He aerved the Swanzey Church for thirty yoara, 
first as amocfate pa.itor with Mr. Luther fnmi 1704 till the drath of the latter in 1717, then 
as sole pastor till his own death, April '2fi, IT.'ll. His meeting house, though in Swaniey, 
** stood near the borders of Rehoboth, and ho and many of liix people who lived therein 
w?re taxed to [support] Pcdobaplist ministers of that town.'*— Backus, Ifistory, I., 500, .109. 
He occasionally corresponded with friends in London. Mr. Backus has preserved letters 
which passed between bira and the munificent London merchant, Thomas Hollis. lA>tteri 
of his are recorded in the books of the First Church in Newport. ["Elder" Wheaton 
appears tn have been a valued friend of John Comer; they died within a month of each 
Other, and were buried side by side.— J. W. W.] 



\ 
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in mnno thin)(H hcMknilt vor>' (UHin)pf*f)uou?«ly with iih*, yft I hofit* 
1 mn !wy I fciiyivt' him. Fur Ih* it fn»iii iik* tci do otht^rwiMs 

Thi« clay I rfturiMtl to Swtuitt»y. At y» rhun*h 
* itic«<'tinR the* r»th (if thi»« nioiitli, the* chun*h rh<i(«« Ave 
l»n»thn*ii to tn-ttt with me, to taiT>' hikI |>niu*h om» yiiir with y"». I 
luily pntR*hfHl lM»ft>ri» u\nm y* n^\uvi*i of y* minister. Th*» bn»thrr»n 
ii|i|ioiiitiMl tiy y«rhun*h wt*n*: Uiclmnl lliinlin, (linicvm; J(*«i*ph 
Huttfrwnrth; Jomithiui Kinirtlty; J<ihn \Vtf»t; liu^U Col**; who 
ftit^oniinirly waittHl on mo, hut I n^fUmxl hccHtiM* l>y mnm* privuti* 
artion y< I (lim\>vi*nMl I found •4onu* opiMwition to my M*ttl4*mont. 
Ho I (lid not pn>mLN4Miny timt% tho I (xincludtxi in mym^if totiury 
a(|Uiun«*r with yn. Hut findinjf a hc*iid like to in* mm ie and a 
p(»*iti\*i> \*ot4* in y^ (*hun*h al)Nolut4*ly drnicMl in a wii*kt*d nmnnor 
iiy two or '{ |N*n«on«4 who ap|ioan«d fhn* and eaitic^ to my fan*. 
liavln^r l»(^*ii lnvit*Hl to Ncw|H)rt liy KI(hT Will* lHvk(nim'f*** 
(\>ntrnvittion, ** tho wry Hniall and low, I thou^cht it ndvif^alth* to 
f(ti iUvr\% thintr* havinic an ill aHint4»nan(\^ fhim yt tinu* to [thin.] 

* * IJ'Irr WiUUni r«rk«v»tn 'nr Pwkham. tK«* »•»# I* tmr\ ntvlf •fM'tM* vm «r«|«|fM«| 
ki f l*tti«orml OtfU* ht tb# lai|«i*lit 'M of j* bjuid* of Mr. ^«laurl Iaatb<»r. TMtor of tb4> 
diurrh la **«aD*rT. sihI Mr..HMBic4 Ilall«ck, Ii««ruoof j* a)x>««> i^ rluin h, abiHit 7«ml<ltll« 
•I N.»T#«il*r, In y* f«mr ITll " 

A UfiXrr «M •rm. un4rr tUl* «Wfi< » il>T 7. !T17. " rrmn • rliarrh of « T»fi«i (o *^wmmmrj 
le ft rkvrrk of f lirtal st S*mpitr% an«lrr Ib^ rmrf> of IMrt WilllAits fftrkon ao«l IJ4cr 
Jbo. CMRcr. " M^M«I hf ut 7* tu {■«.-?! brrt In bvh*If of f* rhurrb. 

tlv«Rt >WEmiiu. |3.|rf, 
r.rMa*iii U HIATUS. Vm*tor, 

111 •«!! ( 'iLr. 

JiWKril B< ITBRWiiKTM." 



* J«»«f1. I7S3. th«Hl«rvb »H ftl RMrr Psirlicnin't ftrr-tnllnc In mfvt^ment. firMh^t 
Wm Oocfrt »«rf*n lb* mrv^log vtib pnjet, j* UA\ ,wf%i • <tk«r^iur*^ nitinl tn ^« «.fx anl.tn, 
tktirt wbkrb y* VMmr* <>f ▼•rburrb ln|M<«i»t| j* bantl* >»n V.r^uh^r Wm. Parkona f<>ltM«r4 
by at*rfty«v. f mrr^fMng i.» f«il«Hilrr »♦# I Mrr |^M-lr«>«ii •«• f.ri <^m|4r«| i*i Hrrab hrr«.l. All«r 
vhw^h f* AntlMut KMrr (•««• KU ff<**>l •<|v|r^ and tt)«-Minr t<* f* rhan b. a»il f* iii^viing 
#f>l««l " Tliat «M •ei Afiort In • mmft m*Ufnn mMnn*r m hrt>tb#r t<> •err* ib« rbvrrli «• 

nUf H i)U*m fV kbftn toarrlc«l fur hit ir«( «lfr s nircv of r>r Jobn < lark**. ll#4U<i| 
At«ctt*< 3. 1?^ 

** TVr \\r%% (liirrb in Nrvpi«rt. tn vhlrb Mr Cmmtft tt^m emme, «•• at lb« llm# hr\ng 
i**^\y rrtil, AA'l »M r*'r)«r«|QrnttT morb «-r«k*f»r<4 l^anM Uhltr «h<> ho4 r«>m# fr««B 
|t-t'«0<t. *l»l W #Or«|fv»| to **«U« th# |Mi*4'>r. dlviilt^l tb«' cbjf^h. •n4 VH Uf* • •r|««r«|« 

Tb» 9r(«tittatl«*« nf thr f Ir^t Omrrb wm HIWi*^ f»f»»l»«MT r»t\t in K.*.*. tH# ?r«f of tb« 
t^tWwkrtil *%( Ibr r>i»loffiT Mr <lark» ti«Y*n bl* tolnUtrr a* •r«*ii •• lb* r^ '<>liurt* arrlvnl 
J.-bn Wlt.«*ir«f«. tbr ri>ir«>m<»r t>f M«MM-btt*Hlk. atMirM •« >>f tbu f»rl In • wriitr« 
•l«l#'« «^1 n«ft4«- Ibal «rrT «r«r In ICM br ftllrntr«l tbal Mr < Urk* «M ** t^rv^rbrf l>t lb**** 
.f tW Nlaftil " TlhMMno* l.#vbf»r«!. "of (Vai^fitt Inn*.** * mltlratMl fmitrwAn 
• b.* h*a tr««rlr4 ibrmigh tbo Nr« tUiflaM oobMil«i^ UMIitt* In l%m, tb»l "oft tb« IftU»4 
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Tliis day I went to Newport in order to live there 
, OT. 1. ^^ tj^ings could be made comfortable, having the day 
before preached my farewell sermon from Matt. 6 : 2. 

In my going to X. port I followed y« advice of Mr. Elisha Cal- 
lender, Pastor of y« Baptist church in Boston, bearing date Sept. 
13th, 1725. These are some of the principal heads : 

The first thing you have to do is to consider which congregation doth 
most of all want help, i. «., Swanzey or N. port, and then where you may 
have y« fairest prospect of doing good. These two things I think would de- 
termine mo to go to Newport; and y» besides some other considerations 
fall in which ought to have their force and they are these: Your own com- 
fort in y« benefit of conversation of w*» to be sure there is greater choice at 
N. port. And y" again as to your subsistence w** as far as I can learn is as 
like to be as comfortable at Newport as cUewhcre ; w* other considerations 
you may have I know not; but upon y® whole I pray God to direct you. 
But if you incline to go to Newport, I must advise you to these things: 
1. To studie well all your public discourses and look u]>on it your business 
to compose sermons in a handsome style and good method; 2. Carefully 
avoid all controversies in y« pulpit; 8. Be sure y* you never enter into y* 
contention ^ y* has been at Newport. E. Callekdeb. 

This day I was calle<i to Pastoral Office In y« 
Mond., 13. ^.j^m.(,jj ^y ^ unanimous vote. 

This day two men and a lad were drowned 

Tbir«d. |j^ ye harbour between the fort and v« town, ye 

connuo [canoe] in which they wore sinkinc^ under 

them ; y« Lord's Day following I improved yt word, lioast not 

thyself of tomorrow. 



there is a church where one Master Clarko is pastor." Winthrop and Hubbard, in their 
histories, girc concurrent evidence; when describinx the riite of certain new religious 
opinions on the Island in ir>';;M(i, they spenlc of Mr. Clarke as the accredited minister of 
a portion, at least, of the i>ooi>le on the Island ; when the people l»ecame divide<l into two 
parties, these earliest hiMorians saj that from the new opinions broached, " their minister 
Mr. Clarke, . . . dissentc*!, and publicly opfmsed" them. The early pastors of the church 
were: John Clarke (inr»5_ir,7r.). Obadiah Ilohm-s (lft.-.l-l0^2), liichard DIngley H;s*uiGyn, 
William Peckham (17n-l7.'Mi,.Iohn Comer (17l»'»-i:20),John Callrndt-r (1 7:11-1 74S), Kdward 
I'pham (1748-1771), Erasmus Kclley (1771-1781), Benjamin Fontcr (17S5-1788), Michael Eddy 
(178^18371. 

At the time Mr. Conjcr became pastor of the church, its meeting house doubtless stood 
on Tanner Sln^t (miw West Broadway), oppotite the small encl'>s<!<l cemetery where Mr. 
Clarke liesburie<l. A meeting houso was built on t'lis n\to " in y« year 17ns upon y» lot of 
land which was giron by Mr. John riarkf» for y*ui«eof y» <liiirch." The former nu^'ting hous« 
was sold the year licfore, in 17;>7, which stoo<l at " rin*«'n I'nd."— lto«s, Ifist. Dhe. ; Ifiat. of 
Ok.; Cathcart, Dap. Enr*t.; Nfwp«)rt ITiH. ^f>tffnzin^^ IV., 71. 

^ Referring to the dirision created by Daniel White, who was at this time preaching to 
a party that had drawn oT from the church. 
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ThiM ilay I Uvi'^ ^ ih*w yvtur, Hiiuv I havi» Ufotn 

m iww m»rvic3i» I th'^ire Ui Kt> on In >•* ?»tn*njrih of the 

l-<i»nl my Uoil and to |nTwvfn» unto my llfcV vnd. 

Thb iUky I chiui^Hl my condition ainl i*nt4*nMl into 

^^^"^ '^ ' yk nuuriixl ntjUe with Mm. Surah lUt^-m •• of New|Mirt. 

1 wnkA married by M^Jor John CVKldiiiKton, *^ Jtintiit* of y^ IV'ttce. 

Thiji day I (Thw my an?<wer t4> thi' chII of thc» churrh 

wihf^!mrf^^ In the alttrmativf*, to aitvpt of >'• work of the Maenxi 
mini^tr>' anionic thi*m. 

IWtv follows an fxaii coppie of >•• answer di»livpnHl publicly in 
tiu* face of ye iT>n)cn>9(atiou. 

NiwroET, Feb j«r4h. JTtH 

ltr< thr«*n an<l lit'lovcKl in our Li>rU Jnu% Christ : 

Y«»u ha\e »<>iiicttino •ini'^t'ilrtnnljr ra)l«nl u|v>ti tho Li»rd of ^-^ h«rvett bj 
huinbU «ft<l mrnt>»t prmyor jr* h<« would iicitil fiirth n Ub«iur«^r into thi« (tAft 
of hit harv«'*t, »uc'h a «>nr aa miicht brvak >** bread of lifi* t(»^-<»u and dt*|M*iiie 
J* livinif nrm«-l«<Hk of y* holy itni* of ltra«»l in ihii plat'r. 

ilf*n*u|ii*n y**u wrrt* dirfH*i«Hl to make choice of the unworthy inttrunient 
who n«»w ri*riiind« y«»u hrnp«»r 

1 tru*t II4*I*>«(h1 y Ml havt* d«H«ply rtmMdrriMl the awfuln**** of y* rail of a 
laUmrrr to bo ini|in>vetl in (i«Ki • harv«<^t; with y« ilitBculti***. diM*<»iira|ti^ 
tti« nt*. and t*>tupt«ti«»nt, tuch ar** m|»<>mn1 t«> 1 havt« al*oM*n »u»ly >*fifho<i, 
and hutiihly »|>r«*«d the ^^a*** before ih© I^>r<l. rarn**«lly b«*»«'«»<*h>rnf h»m to 
|(ui IcAftd «lir*M t tii<> in »o inifHirtant and ni«>uicriti»u» an affair m U-tny an 
ambn»ftAd<>r (>*r Chntt to lt<H4H*rh tinner* in hi* naino and ttt'ad l<» l*** rMMii- 
Cil«**l tinto Cf h1. I|f*rrup<>n 1 harr> (\>n»i«i«*rrd 

I What thr L trd Jcftu* rhri»t<*ipr>cu [friKn tuch] a* prtwch tho GuaptL 

II What MKMi <'i|»*M*t fr«>m tht*ni. 

I. Whatth«* U«rd X ('hri»l] o«|»«<*U 

1. Chrut ri|K«cU ihry thould U- faithful in it 1 Tim 1 11. 11 

2. ('hri»t t'i|«t»«u lh«'y thiuld kf^p rl«»<M« to. and n«»t very far fr»»m. hit 
e«»tnini**ion t«» thmi. 1 Th«*M "2 'i. H. I. 6 

S Thry ar%' a»'^«»uril«bi«« f^r all ihr ail* of their offlr0 I!«b 13 IT. 

4 Ail turh a* aro called an* undi^r ••blication to preach y* (t*»|M'l 1 Cor. 
9 1^ 

5 Chn^l eipct'tt hit word should not be r«»rruptrd to plea#e men 2 Cor. 

2 IT Tht'v •li'Mild ktM'p 7)«iao to and n«»t rery far fri>m hi* it)»tructton« in 

UMh y* iiiattrr. manner, and end. *>f their ministry >•• »•» lh*»y may tay a* 
Chr.»i did whrn »#«r»i. J no T K» My tt««<trine un i min«», but hi» r* N(»nt 
me. A^i Sc Paul oHild a*y i»f what ht» d«li\.*rt*«l I C-r 11 '*! 'S\ 8«» 
Tini4>thy must k«*c>p what was ronimitte^l to hitn *2 Tint I II 

*• It to r.wlrui that tkto ladjr va« nxC a vUlow J htt < •!«»•-? «»• hrr Uru h«t*Wa4. 
* Mn ' Mi«:rvM ^ i« i«m«I httf aa4 etorvhrrr. amortifi.* i-> f rmrr rut|4Hii lo •fv«kiaf 
mt •ing'9 V MMMr« ..r |«aUM>o in M<i««7. A' #■ So <kwU *u wf " Mr* ' lU(«rra tturp«U. 

Mmrt^a J w. w. 

• i«aaUa«.) 
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II. What men expect 

And here : Men expect y' such should be examples to others in Doctrine, 
in Conversation, in Faith, in Purity. 

I have also considered my own inability to perform these ministerial acts 
which are incumbent on those who are thereunto called, — of being the 
mouth of God's people to Him, and His mouth unto them, — of admitting 
into, and ejecting out of, his visible kingdom,~and of administering the 
Seals of the Covenant to his people. 

But while I was musing and ruminating hereupon, y^ precious promise 
took deep impression on mc, 2 Cor. 12 : 9, My grace is sufficient for you ; 
and y*, Matt 28 : 20, Lo, I am with you alway. 

When I considered my small standing in y« School of Christ, the tender- 
ness of my years, the smallness of my experience, the various temptations I 
am exposed to, and the greatness of y« work I am to engage in, I was almost 
discouraged. But considering the necessity of this flock of Christ, 

Therefore Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, I now by the grace of Qod 
assisting me resolve to improve my utmost strength that God may afford 
me in this place by a compliance with your call to the work of y« ministry 
among you« This I do in y^ name of the great God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the presence of y« elect angels and this assembly, promising by y« help of 
y« Holy Ghost to perform y« ministry you have called me to, agreeable to 
God's word and your expectation,' viz.. 

To declare y« whole counsel of God and to keep nothing y* I either do or 
shall know to be agreeable to God's will from you; and to administer the 
ordinances of the Gospel — Baptism and the Lord's Supper — as God has pre- 
scribed in his holy Word, without human alteration and unwarrantable 
tradition. So Brethren and beloved in the Lord X [Christ], I humbly beg 
your prayers to God for me to help and assist me in a work of so great im- 
portance which I should have laid before me, but the service of this after- 
noon hath made it sufficiently manifest to you.* So devoting myself toj-* 
servKe of your souls, and y« souls of yours, in y« Gospel of Christ, whom I 
intreat through y« blood of the Everlasting Covenant to make you all per- 
fect, stablish, strengthen and settle you, working in each of you y* which, 
is well pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory in all y« 
churches world without end. Anion. 

♦ Note. — I preached from 2 Cor. 2 : 16, Who is sufficient for these 
things.— JouN Comer. 

This day I had my Letter of Dismission and Rec- 
Marohi4. Qmmendation from tlie church in Boston to the 
church in N. port. Signed in behalf of the church by 

Ellis Callender, *" 
Klisha Callendeu, Pastor, 
Josi^vs Byles, Deacon, 
Epuuaim Craft. 

* EUU Callender, father of Elisba Callender and his pre<leee0Aor in the pastoral office, 
paator of (he First Baptist Church in Doston from 1708 to 1718. In 1714, Dr. Cotton 
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Thin (lay I wan m>U*iiiiily cinlaineil l>y fantitiK, pni>*er, aiid the 
imposition of handn of y« elfienihlp, vix., 

Mk, William I*Bc'Kix>M, I*aMor, 
Miu Samikl Maxwkli*,** IK^aroa. 

I |in«arheti tiiyw*lf that (lay tnm\ Matt, 2K : *Ji), Ix), I am with 
you alwttv. Mr. William l*iu*kc«mi gave mo tho cliarKt% [which 
oonoluddl with thcM* woninj: Amiint^nUmonyof yourri'O'ptloQ 
to an (^|ual |ttu-t in y« woric of >*• iMcred miiiintjr>\ I glw you my 
right liuiui. 

The nH»mtM»n4 of the ohurvh when I wan chonon t4) y^ IHifftoral 
Oflkv wert* \H in numlM*r, 10 men ami 8 women. 

There were at y mime time in y» tt>wn 7 plii(L\*!f of public wor- 
•hip.- 



Mftllirr. |«*»l«ir tif tbr Th\M (*on(nRf»lloa^ (1i«rrb. >di4 r — nl blm § klsd Mtrr. Ii>rr«f hinf 
• trfT rratrftial •|ktnt. (ndlTfttlvv of • rhaagvU ftttlt«4t«oo ilw f*rt of IIm» "MaoUlog 
M«i«r ** t«>««r«| 4lMMitlti( InllM. Tlilt kit rr U r«<c»>rU««l (t^ llarko* In kU IllftUiry. I . 4>J. 

• •Ni<uu«l U««««-U brr«a»«> • Mv-Mlirr ttC il»« lint ( bunb in Nrvpiirt, a»>l «a» •ub«»> 
^rntly rua4e * ir^-*u <»( Ihrrburxh Ilia <inUn*tlun to tbla ofEc* I* ttiu* rvc>>rtl««|. 
^tM.'tw-r Sn. ir:i. I'H. r t«}i>>r •« I ?*«m^ Maiwll Vrrv urtialnrt] \j lin|BMitl<>n *>( f 
b*«»4***f^r U it)* Prrkbam •»•! Mr l^ibralni Wb«-*l<>n, fi4Ul<»r <>f jr« rhurrh of •«VAiif<-T. 
to v« wttrk mU'\ 'ttcr»( I>ir»«»ii« **— f%«rr% iS»«-«r^. Mr Ma»«ril ••• iltAmMM^I to tb« 
|li*4'*ti < hurt h 'Nr|4( iul«rr II. ITJ?, lH#fl rHiurii««l an«l rruiilt««l witb tb* rburrh in N««|«*rt 
fM«>i«-r :t. i:;*. «tt| «»• a^Kin dlunlMnl. Majt r^. I Tit, l» lb* rhurrb In *«««n»r« A|irtl 
M. ITXI. b# «»• of^latii^*! c>>ll«Ain** vttb lb» llrv. Kfibraiai Wbraioa. ' Imi be «•• h». 
•i«*>if In bt« MNriiiiu "tit*, n I la |71k b« «aibrtM«r«| iii^ oittnU^it itf krrfMng i)»# avtrntb dsf 
' ml ibr «rek M ttw s*M.«th, vbkb r«ttM«l bU <!i»mtMi'*ft fnmi tb« rburrh. A|««il U. irs» "* 
Iteirku* l/'St^r^, II , iU In ITU. ba*tn( rvirArtnl hi* <»t.itit<>r>» lon^erninc tb« ^t»l««ib. 
b« *<»>k rbAffv of • lU|4Ut <burrb In lirh«U>(h. hut r><ntinu«>l «ilh thrM \rm Ibaa fiMir 
f««n \ .rtter «>f bt» to lliuba ('AllrtKVr ln<l»rftlr«J «*ib^r dtirtrtnftl <iUf««^lock%. Il« 
- Itt4nl iti • f r««t a^rv. •***! **• ««l«<'*n«««| a |tl<M«» man . I<ut b« wa« *>! un»i««(i^ In bi* pr1»* 
rlf4<« tn-l «*>n.li(rt «• !« r«uM> murb uubA|<fMn««M in Ibr rburt b*« ** /K*^. rT** 

^< «iw>«» t*r ••«• In bl* ll%*$^w^i l».»'^*rm. "ibat tbrrr arr at tbU tim«^. wtm «>tr«bl|»> 
tof \»**«.»ii.* I burittc^. ..f SiHiri|r«. in tbU town \r«|«>rl . lv<*M«« a laf(» •»*• of 
tb« |««'|' r « • "I '/^lali-r*. at |\in«tui«iih. «h«» fMh* r f»«ri «.f ibr Uiat»4 ** Tagr Ijn 

tt» aUti'f kr'it fi m N««)«»rt to a frtttlrman In l^jtlin. Irrlan«l, |hf«n Itrrkvlry •>•▼•, 
«i')4<-r 4a'r \f ri Ji. IT*. - llrrr arw t^ut •••n* ..f .\t>al<«r4-a(*. Iw l«l»» err«l>yt#r1an«. ifuttm 
krr«. !• I«^i» n<l« fkia. »n.l tuaof of no |»«Mrr<Mit<in at ail No««itb*4an<linc «■> tna^v •ItflrY* 
0nrw. ttrtr »t\ (r« rt <| i«rM l« a'«i«ti fr'IciitA than rl«r«brr*. tba |w«<f«|# ||«Ib( |«r«r«-aMf 
«llh iKrif ti«ttfM»ir« >( •bal«r«rT«^ {MTMiaaion " i|4t>><«4 h7 llfnn In bU •^KItmi of rhi.>». 
4t''t lt%t '* 4. /•.•^'*«r»». f» SI rb* AnaltaHUta, (»r tb# *' lla|i4l«Ml ( ImrrbM." mm ihty 
flAllrt] tb*--. M-lvv*. vrrvtlktM**! Intu tbrvr «lt*tlrM-4 d«>no«ilnalloo» }U |.tr« ib» Urgvlaf 
jjlai'itai*. tbrrr wr r thr «^M,«tarUna a>trl ib# ""li^Prl'triftW IUf*<UU THr i«<t f .r«M^ •«>«« 
f a>i**lt(U sn .|.wirin« iIm lati«T g*t» «f w A\j Armlnlatt. Tbe IrrrUl'.i lU|<«lat« dtil •«! 
ai*l«r4ir uTa'- «rrf M'Jt b later 

K«^ntiaJ «t«v» «rrr at thU rarlr firfi'wl brM aUb trf%t l«'nart|e Witb the nit. 
Tn- • t|''.<^ |4a|.tt««« thr |iu|»mM.<(i -.f hand* U|a>n all briletrri « M a <)l«toe nrdlnarxe and 
li>»t|inf »*!> \*%m t«(nta »«t»(-<p. anil, r«|aalif «ltb ha|4l»Mi. vaa a D^naaaf^y |>r^cfi^ytatta \*» tb# 
e<«»iiii ■••>»••« 
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Baptist churches. One under hands, ** Mr. James Clarke** and 
Mr. Daniel Wightman, " Pastors. My flock, I being ordained a 
colleague with Mr. William Pockcom, Pastor. One 7^ day 
church, " Mr. Joseph Crandall, " Pastor. 

M**0ne under hands" deMignates what was afterward known as the Second Baptist 
Church, sometimes culled the North Baptist Church. This was an^oflVthoot of ibe First 
Church. ** In 1652," says Callvnder, " during Mr. C arkc*s absence in England, some of the 
brethren [of the First Church] embraced the opinion ofiajing on of hands, as necessary to 
all baptised persons, and in the year 1654 or 1656, the opinion [i hat ] it was iieoeesary to ebarch 
communion and fellowship, together with their opinions of the doctrines of grace and flrce- 
will, occasioned some of them to separate, and form a church by themselYes, under the lead- 
ing of Mr. Wm. Yaugban."— //><f. DUc, Elton's ed., 118. " These soceden,*' says Benedict, 
** objected agxUnst the old body : 1. Her use of psalmody ; 2. Under restraint upon the lib- 
erty of prophesying, as they termed it; %. Particular redemption ; 4. Her holding the lay- 
ing on of bands as a matter of indifference. The last article is supposed to be the principal 
cause of the separation."— //Mtory (1848), p. 467. 

The early pastors of this church were, William Vanghan [1650-1677), Thomas Baker, 
John Harden, James Clarke, Dauiel Wightman, Nicholas Eyres, Gardner Tbnrstoti 
(1759-1802). 

This church became subsequently at one time very large, and numbered among its mem- 
bers many of the leading men of the town. 

The first meeting house of the church was built on lands bought at two different times, 
the first part in 1697, the second part in 1703-4. It is the land on which the meeting boose 
of thin church at present stands. Sec notes 178^ and 187. 

M James Clarke was nephew of Dr. John Clarke, and ** ordained paxtor of this flodk 
[Second Church in Newport] in 1701, by the assistance of Ber. Messrs. Dexter, Tillinghast, 
and Brown, of Prf>yidencc, and continued in good esteem until he died, December 1, 17M| 
aged 87."— Benedict, IfUlon/, I., 501. 

*> " Daniel W^ightman was his [James Clarke's] colleague and successor. He was bom in 
Narragansett, January 2, 166H, was ordained in 1704, at which time he took the Joint ears 
of the church with Mr. Garke. He continued in office until he died in 1750, aged 82."— 
Benedict, IfUtory, !., 501. 

M This was " the fln^t Sabbatarian church In Americx" In KJl several members of tbe 
First Church, "entertaining conscientious scruples in reganl to kei>|>ing the first day of tbe 
week as the rhristian Ssbhath, withdrew from the fellowship of that church, and organised 
themHcWes into a church." In tho Ilecordit of the Fir»t Church there is " A brief and faith- 
ful relation of tho DllTerence l»etween those of thb* church and thonc who withdrew their 
communion from it with v* '"auses and Rea.sons of the same. The breihreu and sisters 
were: William Hiscox, R<>ffer Itaxter, Samuel Hubbanl. Tarey Hubbard, Baehcl Lang- 
worthy. Each of whom left y» church on y«7th Day of D«»«i»m»M'r. irjl." This "Brief 
Relation " occupies nine closely written folio pattf^t. The fin.1 pastor of the church was 
William HIscox, who died May 24, 1701, age«l 65. He wa^ su«'«'ede<l by William 
Gibson, who died March 12, 1717, aged 79. The next pastor was JoiM'ph Crandafl. who died 
in 1737.— Benedict, //u/.. If., 418 ; Boss, //i>/. FH»r., l.^t. The original covenant of the ehurcb 
la given In Itockuh, Editor's Note, I., :«.'». Tlie .M-*. of <'onier containing it. .iiid fh>m 
which the editor of Mr. Backus' history obtaine<i It Is in the library of the Ba<*ku.H His- 
torical Society. This MS. gives also the following item : "Then* wbh a IVtitlon presented 
to J* Assembly of Rhode Island Colony by several of y« mem ben of >•• 7th Day <"om- 
munlon y* y« Market which was kept on y« 7th I>ay night l»e alterwl to y« 5th Day of y« 
week, which was granted May 2d, 1677." 

** Joseph Crandall began his ministry In 1715 as colleague with Mr. (vlhson, and at the 
latter's death sncceeded him in the pastoral office, and continued in the same till his death, 
September 18, 1737. 



i 
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One congn^Kalion under ye care of Mr. Daniel White. " 
One Coui^regationai churcii, Mr, Nath^ Clap, Pastor, Mr. Baas 
yt assisted him. 
One Episcopal church, " Mr. James lioneyman, " Pastor. 
One Assembly of Quakers, *• very lar^^e. 



M Daniel White camo from the Hev. t/lwanl Wallln't churoh in I^ondon, and with bla 
fkiuily WM recwivod iiitu the First Newport Church. " Mr. Dauiol White, Klixabeth White, 
and Mnry White were received by a letter from a church in Old Kuglaud, May the ISth, 
171H."— CAureA KecortU, He waa tuon invited to become an aMlttautto the paatur, theKev. 
WlUiaro I'eckhara, and ■ucoueded in rending the churoh. The Ueoords nay, " Notwith- 
standinK all y« advice given Ut heal y* unhappie dlviiion, the flock was divided ; part held, 
with their Ancient Pastor, and part with Mr. Daniel White, who was called to y« Pastoral 
OIBoe on y« 7th of Kopieraber, l718, while y« wholo were united, and by virtue of y* call 
without liuposlliou of hands, he Administered all y«8|)cclal ()rdinanc(« ot y« (iospel.** 
The rent of .Mr. Whltc'N ntury U told in the fullowing paragraph fW)iii the Church Ueoords: 

**Mr. White held up a meeting in j* town in y« Meeting House w^ was built for him in 
the year 1724, until y« 21st of July, 1728, which House he and Mr. lioylo sold to Mr. James 
HlaokNtock on y« 2Mh of June ; and he took a farewell of y* place on y-* 7lh of August, l7'Jfl. 
Thus the meeting uphold by him flnishtHl and y« only surviving member y* he left 

behind him was a woman," a Mrs. Mnry Hamblin. Mr. Hlaokstock afterward gave the 
building to the (%ngr(*gatlonal Churoh for a schoolhous<\ 

ft' " In 1700, after Quakerism, and other hoiesles had In their turn, ruled and tinged all 
the inhabitants for the npaue of forty-elx years, the ( hurch of KnglamI, that had been lost 
here through the neglect of the cniwii, entered, as it were, unobserved nnd iinn(H>n, and yet 
not without suoeess. A little church was built at New|K)rt, the metro|»ullH of the (Colony 
[In 1702], and that In which I officiate In NnrraganstMi, in 1707."— MrSparran, /tm<Ttoa 
DUsMtfd. The So<^lety for the Pn>pa<ation of the (iospel in Foreign Parts, inuorporated 
in 1702, sent two years later, in 1704, James Honyman as its mlMsionary to lalior in oon- 
nection with this new church in New|>ort. The original founder of thu church is said to 
have been S*r Francis Nicholson, niulor whono aiispices Mr. Dockyer, an Kplitcopal clei^ 
gyman, gathered the church early In 1A09 lU^idos receiving statt>d n^mittancet from the 
mother ooiiiitry for the support of preaching, thU church waa frequently made the recipient 
of contlv tfifts fn>in muninoent friends. A mtwtliig house having been built in 1702, " fin- 
ished all oil the outside, and the Inside p<>w(h1 well, but not l>eautlAil," a btOl for the same 
WttJ* received In 1709 from Queen Anne In 17:W, Dean Perkeloygave the church an organ, 
and the same ymr lahleel llrenton a clock for the Mtcvple. The early recton* of the church 
were: Mr. Lockyer (lrt9« 1704), James Honeymnn (KtU-noO), Jeremiah looming (1750-1760), 
ThomaH Pollen (17.VI-17(Vu), Mannoduke Bn.wne (17r.0-1770), (Jcortre Hisset (1771-1779). 
During the Revolutionary War the ohurch wan for several years without a minister.— Bull, 
Wsl. Trinity Ch. ; Arnold, ///*/. H. /., I., AflJi ; SrwfMtrt Ifut. Mitffnzlne, IV., 7. 

M James Honeyman waa born In Kngland about the year 107^, and was sent to this 
country as a missionary by the Society for the Pnmagation of the (lOSfMl in Foreign Parts, 
cninraenoing his work in Newport In 1704. He made to the Society an annual report of his 
1 i)>ors. ThcMe reports, continued till his denih, contain a Aill hlNtory of hin life. He died 
July 2, 17ftO, aft^r nearly a half wntury of service in the same parish. 

•• " The rlne of the relitflous Society of Friendu ap|>ears frrmi the most outhentlc data to 
have taken |ilace In 1044," when " some plouxly dlspo«ed |)ersons flrst associated themm'lvea 
In religious profewsion with (ieorg«» F'ox."— -.lamcH Howden, in»l. of tVii-nth in Amrrlca, 
In noticing the progress of the So<'iety, Vox MatCH in his Journal : "The truth sprang np 
first to us, so as to be a people to the lAtnX, in liClceNtershire in 1644, in Warwickshire In 
104ff, in Nottinghamshire In 1046, in DerbyHhin^ in 1647, and in the adjacent counties In 
1648, 1649, and 1050, in Yorkshire in IGAl." Staples, in his AnnaU (^ ProvMenc«,p, 420, says: 
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This month a hardened young man being com- 
^^' mitted to prison for theft, attempted to kill himself 
by stabbing an awl into his bowels, and to choke himself by tying 
his stockings straight about his neck, but was prevented. 1 being 
sent for about 9 of y® clock at night to pray for him, he appeared 
y« most awful spectacle yt I ever beheld, for I plainly discovered 
y« sad symptoms of a hard and obdurate heart. The next Lord's 
day I improved publicly that word, Job 41 : 24. 

About ye middle of this month one Hannah 
Bept«mr. gud^rick, a disconsolato young woman, as is sup- 
posed, drowned herself about 11 of y® clock at night. The town 
was alarmed by y® beat of y« drum (the ground why isn't certainly 
known). And in y« afternoon of y« next day one Catharine 
Cook attempted y® like action, but was discovered after she had 
fallen down in y« water ; but upon examination before Edward 
Thirston [Thurston], Assistant, and Job Lawton, Justice of y« 
Peace, she seemed to be under y« power of Satan in a very awful 
manner. 

On ye evening of ye Lord's Day between 8 and {rbf ye clock, 
towanls the close of this month, appeared a very remarkable 
rainbow in the North west. 

This day, being Lord's Day, one Ruth Dennis a 
Novr. 27. young womau alx>ut 17 years old, being at home in 
ye afternoon, was delivered of a bastard child, privately, and 
kiird it and threw it into ye little house, by her own acknowl- 
edgement to me and ye rest of ye ministers of ye town. 

Monday. This day I preached at New London, 
^' Mr. Stephen Gorton's** Ordination sermon, from 2 Cor. 



"The first appi-arance of Frierxls In New Euf^land waa in 1056. In July of that year two 
females of thiti denomination of Christlann, arrived at Boston, from Barbailocs." 

But the religious moTcmeots which led to Quakerioin >>( em to have been earlier in tbia 
country than In England. This was one of the fruits of the Antinomian controversy 
which waxe<l warm in Boston in ir>37, and drove a colony to the shores of the Karraganseit. 
Soon alter its arrival the controversy was renewed wiihln its lM>s<»ni. "There were those 
in Rhode Inland who, as early as lOtO, pushing fttill further the principle of the * Antino- 
mians,' went beyond the written word, and claimed to be in |H)!«seH.Hion of an inner light, 
of a revelation from the Spirit supplementary to that of tho Bll>le."— Barr«>w.i» Dertloimtrnt 
qf Baptist Principlfj in RhotU Island, pag«' 4o. .\rnold. In his Ilintnry <^f Rhodf Island, I., 
151, makes a similar affirmation. In conj«e<nuMice of thl.s controversy of 1640 and 1641, some 
became "seekers," "who were afterward chloHy luer^'Hl in the Society of Friends, and by 
their opponents styled Quakers." " When U illiaui I/ed<lra and Marniaduke Stevenson 
came to Newport, in the year 1658 or 9, they found their brethren here."— R<is>. Hist. Disc^ 
page 131. This Society subseqaently tiecame. In Rhode Island, very larjfe and for more 
than a half century perhaps the most influential in the Colony.— Callender, Ifisf. Disc, 120. 

•0 This Stephen Gorton, who was ordained at New I>ondon, was a man of considerable 
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2: IG, and iimlf%(i*(l In ct)i^uiictlon with Mr. Jno. M«mk ami Mr. 
Valentine \Vi|chtnuui." Then* wan u lun(i* au(liti)r>' (audiemvj. 

Ah to >•• blc>f»«iii|; on my nilnUtr>' this year 1 n^ 
ci*iv(xl to the tul»le of the l^onl, IM |M*r«on.H; out of 
whieh I Ila|>tiu*(i ID niy»*4f fhmi Muy2Bth to iKivnir y«:5kl. Y» 
other five hy other tt(lminii«tnit4irH. 

Thl«« yeiurone <ln»wne<l, wilfully to a|»|>eiirumv. One wilfUlly 
niurth«*n«il lu*r eh I Id. 

What 1 hiul for HUp|» >rt tt^Kii my |mv>^)1o thU ye.ir, l>oth fh>m 
tin* ehuH'h ami i^>tiirnin^tt<>"* ani<mnt<ti to £<* liti. (ki. 

In the latter end of thl*« month, on y lit>ni*H Ihiy 
^^' A. M. i*ev*Tal men went Into a IkkiI to attend a \*e!«<»i 

Ummi t4i M*a, and o»nilntc fn>ni y«* vi*!4m*1 n«nir h<*r hide y ImhiI 
over<*t and ;{ men wen* drown«*<l, (on4»of whom wanaman whieh 
a little U*fort* wa^ n*nmrkahly |in*<«fr>'i^l is clayi» in a Umi: Una at 
«•» \%lth C'apt. M(M>t). The other :i wen* taken up alive hy >•• 
ferr>* Uiat. One of y"* taken up alive watt William rinmyar. 
Om» of y»« dnmtu^d unt-* Thonutn \Ve«Mli»n. 

Tlii«day 1 pn*ai*he«lin prl<M>nt4> Uuth iVnnin u|)on 
* *' her n*ipH'«t fr >m Matt. 8 : 7. 

ThUtlay Mr. Hull, a HtranpT lately fn>m l>»n4lon« 
4^im«* to vUlt me, havln>r Inmnl me y** 4lay U'fon* 
fhun KiU'k. 'X\ : 11. He mut*h (iiult«tl my MTnion. lie wa<« a 
\*ery *min>;«^prin4*iplf4l man, an<l u|miii 4li<44*iKin«i* 1 ftiuntl him a 
NUii and 4ln«4lAll Atttitknmian,^ H«* mmiu Wt^nt t4> IhMoii. 



ftfl*. »n4 •rr*^ Itt IH« ■ilal»4r7 msnf yoani, ** Uil l»# U I Into ^*tnm •rai»4al4iu* c«ci4tt(-4, 
••(I litt rliurrli «M ttuftlif «|iMi4r«t| " IWku*. H**t*' y, II , M7 

* VairaiitM Wiftitmaii. 4«««r<r«i«l*ol of MvaAl WlfhiMsa. «ba «m <>iMi4<'CBn4«l f^t hU 
r«4lli**«« ofilnitmt at Utt-hftrU. lji<Un4. Iir««^t»-r 14. Kll.aiM4 »Mini<«l A|>fU II. Ifii:. «m 
Warn !• North Klng«4o«n. II. t. lo K**t Irl^ruarj lo. iTos. br mm m%rt\9^ \o hvMbu* 
IIWmm* llAving br»« wr4«tii 4 In Ithwir Ulan4. b** T^va*'*M t«t (•notoo. r««n« , aNpuI 
•rt^t mtUs i»>«rtl) i*f New tii>ci44i«i, 1« iTiiA. vbrr* b« |>iabtM • rbun b ut tbr "Mt 
rfimti***" f 4« r AltbtMifh Ibl* 4M»iiailaftt'«*n 'tf < hrU4UiM *m <ifw«Mrti in •iaciof !• 
t.'Mkf |>M)4k vorvbif*. Mr Wii^tmaii liitrtiilucnl It Into bis rbunb. %t%A .l*frr>4r«1 \\»r it(i»<». 
vAti'Mi vtlb aiarb aUIiI/ in » |>M«|tbl«4 vbkrb *w |#tiMuh«*l *' Mr \% ishtman • «rl'lrt(« 
»V'V tbAl b« *•• « •tu l«t)t «if tb« ■%rl|4*inMi aR'I of tb« patriattc *rittn(«. viih » vr'l t.«|. 
»i^«*l w «4. • ' «'n* >-«it «|««i ImI afiirli. of •iiua4 Ju4f«M«»t. rlv«r con « i< 4 l«»n«. *«nn iir«r«, 
t>}ain at< 1 tfati«|iArT^t •f«w«b. ••&•• bmo In Uflnf f<iun4»lt>'a« " 4'«ibi*n. H*r /•'••?■ 
H« <<Mtittnu<«l hi* nainUtr^ at <•rT^<ntl fur MHtr^lbAn fodf 7«i«r«. ^04 4i»l Jun^ y. |T|7 a^pnl 
•.ti«<«t 7r«r« \\9 mm •M<««^lr«1 In ht« |«*»t<iral « Aor |ry hU aiHi. Iiutoiby W i^blwan, 
«b*^ altto £11*4 th« %mn»* f<>r • |«rt<»l •>/ n»*»rr than f^rly jrmT% 

* It U <^<rrlaiiiif * 4rr«i|f.t. ' •brn «>tir Irua^ln** that thr U« <»f imm\ •t*^* ti<it <M>nnrYii tb« 
<t»')*t.an. iliat it la fi<4 !•• l<^ |irr<ai b««l r«tt as a mW nf iifr an4 "I bat tb« f^iUuew *4 
)u«tt& atVMii ta to ba kM>kr«l f»r. but In fMirttT ■>( b««ri anl lifr, \m\ In a 4tr>«t 4i«if»« r«>«^ 
la:*-*^ " IbarvAitkMi a^aiiiwi lU*«i#. abiih laji an urt>liir ttrv^a u^A •<»rfc«. u|*>fi n**tm 
n\0m, •{«<• actki— Itt UmU Mik«4 aairf uallij, 4#v«« > u i> «i€ tba MdimMn mi K»mtw^amf 
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This night about 12 of ye eloclc my first son was 
^Jb^^a bom, whom I named John. 

This day I preached In Boston, a. m. for Mr. Elisha 

M^oh 10.* Callender from Numbers 23 : 19. This is ye first time 

in Boston. 

This evening a train of combustible matter was laid 

Appu 2. under the floi>r of y® Old Church porch, and set on 

fire, but was timely discovered so y ' little hurt was done by it. 

It was a very evil act. 

This day Ruth Dennis was cleared by ye Court 
^* upon pleading not guilty, for want of evidence ye law 

required. She was guilty in the sight of Gk)d who sees. She was 
guilty in her own conscience by her frequent acknowledgments 
to me during her imprisonment, and I never (till she did) thought 
she would plead not ji:uilty, all circumstances were so plain ; but 
was not guilty in ye law. The judge of all the earth will do rights 
he won't clear ye guilty, not one guilty sinner shall escape his 
deserts. 

This month the New English church " was first 
^^ met in. 

This day I preached at Swanzey from Phil. 1:1,2, 

^jllS^aa.' being the first time after the trouble which arose 

about my invitation there to settle. Elder Kphraim 

Wheaton made an exchange with me and preached at Newport. 

Follow peace with all men; as much as lieth in you, live 

peaceably with all men. 

into an equally erroneous position in the opposite direction. Antinomian tendencies a|^ 
pcared al5o among the Paritans of England under CromwelL The controTorsy, earnest and 
intense, carried on in the New World in 1637, between two parties called respectirdy the 
** Txjgnlists " and the " Antinomians," furnishes one of the early chapters of the history <^ 
the Massachusetts Colony, and was the imniodiate occasion of the settleiuent of the ''olony 
of Rhode Island. It is well for us to remember, however, that neither the Legalists on 
the one hand, nor the Antinomians on the other, wonld a'lmit all that their opponents re- 
spectively chargci u|x>n them. 

** This is supposed to have been the rongregalionst church, of which Mr. Clap was 
pastor. This church had had a meeting house for manv yearn. ** In 1S96, the first mectinf 
house was built. It stood on a I«>t of land situated on the northerly side of Tanner Street 
(now Wei*t Broadway), between Edward Street and (rreen I^ne. Ilere services were con- 
tinued until 1720. with varied resulU."— T. W, Wood, MS, HUt. of the Church, 

Neal, in comm<*ntingon the affairs of Rhode Island, In his History of AVtr England^ Vol. 
II., pace 23:t, exhibits not only some prejudice, but not a little ignorance. Speaking of the 
first settlement of Rhode Island and its subsequent history, down to the period in which 
he wrote (1720), he says: ** It was first inhabited by the Sectaries, who were banished from 
Bo»ton in the year 1639, and has been the Asylum of such Pfr^nns ever since; but the In- 
habitants now begin to be more civilised since there have l»een two Churches in the Inland, 
one according to the A>«r EmgiUh Model, the other aceording to the Churdi of EitgkauL" 



TUK DIAKY OP JOHN COMKR. 4«> 

Thin day wm exceeding unc'oninion heat it*lt lH»re 
■• and contlnui^ until Aug! >•• 7lh, nmny dl«l with >•• 

extremity In mnw |>Ijuhi«. 

ThU cUv Mr. John Adjunn** iiuiie to toun to 
^^^ • ^^ pretich art un iiM4f«tant to Mr. i'hip. 

Thb day niy uiffV fnthfr, Mr. John lioiri*r*, ^ an 
*^*^ ^ I truMt fxchaiifceil farth for h^-awn, imddfnly. lie 
waa a serioufi atitl devcait (hrUtian. 

ThUday our rightful M)ven*licn« King Ck^triri* the 
** 2d wa» pnu'lalnitil !mti»; U»fon« whifh on y* ^anie 

tlay >•♦ ftinfral wr*^nony of KiiiK('«'<>nn* tho rtr»»t wan *4iih»ninizi*d. 
Ilr ciifHl Junt* l.'>th U*fon\ All thliur* on thl-* o(x<aMion wa»» |aT- 
forniMi with y* ia^«t«i«t acxniracy the cinninmtaiax'!* would tMlniit« 
( In the Lunrt4 lla>* Aillowinic 

I |in*ai*h<Ml fhmi thoHe wonir*, 1 Kin^ I : :U, (t<Ml, 
Lord.D..«0 i^ve KlnK H<»lonion. 

ThU «lay ha|»|M*mHl the Htnmp'nt hurricune that 

a«Tt«i»rifl ^^** ^*'**" l^'Miwn it [hfn»Vj. It MfW up ir\f*9* by ^•^ 

rootii In abumiiuici*; l»lt*w down M>v(*nil chinineyn, 

ami lilew <»flry* roof of a hou««i*, ami t»h*w Hun<lr>' ve9^it*|}« on »>horp. 

Thi«» day tM*in)( Invitt'^l (by a nundierof liii|»ti*»t^ at 

€>J!J^r ifl H|»rln»rtli*ld • to |iay y- a viilt, Mr. Klifha i iillnider, 

tif IkMton, huvlnir U*<ni tlM*n* and on y* *^\ f»f July 

** J*%n %flsiB«. »»« (»f ||->n John A4aaM nf V.tva VoHIa, ••• fniluat#*l tr ni llarvtH 
(uli«f« t« ir:i. vrni to N>W|«>rt Ui smIwI Mr n*^. mxI mm lb* f«>r«atAii ..f ilMlJlaf tlM 
Utl#t • 6<« k Mr mm •-nl«ta»««1 |««(<»r of • •mrrftug Ymt4y hf a rootiHI «lllrh mH nm \h» 
>lc*f Afi^rtl. ir.**. ili# ortUiiAiifMi Ukitif |Um^ fifbt «Ui« •nrfvanl. tin tlir llib<>f tlM 

!«• «'atul*ff l<lg#. *fe«rr h# flt«tl tn Jmnu^rj. X'^K ttfnl M * He *m 4l««ti>fuUb««l lur kto 

* J>tlkn Itigrr*. ft in#«ii*«rr <.f tl»# I lr«t (li ^rrh In N«v^ort. an*! alao a 4#«mfi. mm ••»«> of 
tW •ignrr* >*t lh9 •l«<r(l. t|at««l *l •t«r ttf Mart h. iTu* •.(ttftvrymc > t *aW thr wuHtni: k<-«a* 
uf tbr 1 1 M • Hunrlt. ailiiaiM at * <*rwr« I •i<l." fu Jolia Vaofk* Tli* •»»<« ni timm*^ «te 
•If r>t * 5« <l««i| <>o f • Wl»«if i>r tbr «tH>l# rburrli ** vtw. WtlliAm |>N-kani. 1V>«i« 
a>c<-^. ^^ kllUm Way. TVjmm iNrbam. Jsru«« I rsnklln. J«rt«f»b lUtrfK MvarU *NhI|||. 
J ''in l;«i««r« A InUf •ml l>jr Oi# I irvt « bunb in Nr«|>.ri i ■ tW- I tr«i « hurrb In 
*•« •nrv«. ' %r>ff ' f« 9K. tTlV." lv«n bU ftiftiftturv vllb th«t • f aU otbrra Al %h* IJm# of 
lb* tiviat-n . f tb« rburt b. < au***! bt I»«hlci M bit*. J<»b« lt««vf% wrtit ltii> lb* tt«>« <>r(«** 
>»A'i -t li«i At it* 4llttai>l<itu>« rt^ariMwl lo th# rburrb. of wbk-b br rT«ii«iiM<4 • mtnAtt till 
b • <lr«t h 

■ lb* ^HUr «►! i»vltAtt*>n " i.» r» t'h »f. h ■►/ « hnn In N. •!•.«." vm 4«tf«t " '•|iriitf1UI4, 
Krt4 f'tb. 177* " " \l • rbutib nixlinf . •%!..*•* r t* I'.tb. ! .'T. tnf.rniftlW.ti .ffcltUf 
*»« f'.t«n thr l*'tt#r U«r'f fr tit '>|-f tn(1k*l-l to <t#fh>rili • •• t-t ••■mt* r««*-ti t|«.«««4, 
An 1 t. 1 I t rT«« b It* •U^ttliAti- n t.;: Uirr t« a Sniulwr • f IU|-li»««l K ll#«»r« IM «|«ci«f> 
ftrUS Ha>t Mfi4 to ih# rburt^b f<>r »t« i-^ •« •! ft*«i*t«t>r«. tK«t «• mir-tftirr migbt i*-a*« mp 
M» ••C tWta." *4r , It •»• «4««1 ti' *or<^«i tti# tiMiiAtt«»«i »i»J tbgl tb« ailaiMrr fu lb«(b«« 
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before Baptized 11 persons) I set out on a Journey for Springfield 

in company with Mr. Kicliard Hardin, ^ of Swanzey, [and] Mr. 

Thomas Russell, of Boston. 

In Plainfield my horse broke y« bridge and threw 
wedne0d.,i8. ^^ ^g.. ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^,g ^^^^688 without any 

hurt to either. 

This day I arrived safe at y« house of Mr. Jno 
Thirad..i9. Devotion, at Southfleld, being part of four days 
on ye journey. 

Went over to Springfield and find all things agree- 
^^^" ^°* able. I wrote a journal of this journey distinct, yt I 
carried with me. 

Preached at Springfield from Acts* 16: 9, a. m., and 
Lord'.d..fia. jnoi7:3, P. M. 70 auditors. 

This day Mr. Ebenezer Devotion *• y« minister of 
Southfield came to see me and seemed much troubled 
about ye afikir I came upon. 

This evening two ministers came to see me, viz. 
Lord a D., 29. ^^^ Dcvotiou and Mr. Hopkins, and while they were 
with me, as it happened, the glorious God, who is a Qod doing 
wonders, as well as glorious in holiness, shook ye earth terribly. 
'Tis ye most remarkable Earthquake ever known in N. England. 
It came on about 10 of ye clock in a calm night; it was universal 
through the whole continent. It awake many yt were asleep. 

This night Oct. 29, 1727, is a night to be remembered and ye 
circumstances of it to be transmitted to posterity. 

This day set out for Newport, and lodg'd this night 
Moond..3o. ^^ ^jj. Qap's,~ who is ye minister of Wendom 

[Windham]. 

« It is uncertain whether or not thl» "Mr. Richard Hardin, of Swanrcr," can b« identi- 
fied with the " Richard H«rdin " mentioned by Backus in his llUtory, II , 24, who in 1719 
•• became both a dencon and the clerk of the First Church in Swaneey." The rascality of 
Hardin was not di!«covered unt!l 17.rf), three years after this journey was made by Comer 
to Springfield. This reference may t>e doing great ii^ustice to Comer's companion on this 
occasion 

•"This Mr. Derotfon, minister at Soothfield, or Suffleld, son of .Tohn Devotion, was a 
native of Brookline, Mass.; was graduated from Harvard Collogc in 1707; ordained at 
Sufllcld, June 28, 1710, and died April 11, 1741. A letter of his in conn(x:tion with this 
movement at Spriiifrfield is pivcn in Backus' //wtory, I.. 513-516. He married Naomi, 
daughter of the \iv\. IMward Taylor (H. C, 1617), of WestfieM.— Spra^iie's Annolt. 

« " Mr. Clap of Wendom," is probably the Rev. Thomas Clap of Windham, who was born 
at Scituate, June 26, 1703, graduate*) fW>m Harvard College in 1722, at the age of nineteen, or- 
dained as Pastor at Windham, Conn., August 3, 1726, where he continued until 17:i!), when, 
at the resignation of the R«'v, Elisha Williams, he was elerted, agaln.>(t the earnest prot'^t 
of his devoted church, Rector of Yale CoUeje, and wat inducted into olScc April 2, 1740. 
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ThtM dny wo wi»n* UM in y* wcmmIh ami U*iii|chtMi 
** at Warwick, vi'r>' t^>l<l ; hut aftiT mituv hiHirti iri>t to 
Mr. JiH) Itrvvn K, 1ch1^\1 thi*n* thU night. 8now k*li a cuaaid- 
fnihU* fh*i>th. 

Thii4 day in y« oveniiiK fp^ nafehotno thro Chid*a 
li^r^ter't Kv«>ilm«i and fciund my family well. I bl<*«>-* I>ird 



for what ex|M*rienci» of hin gtMMlmMi ami |ir«*M*m^* I 
havi* ot\)oyitl in my Joumoy. The l>»nl |ihiK|HT y lnt4»nt. Mr. 
Jno (*all<*n<U*r ^ |»n*ac*luxl in my con^n^icmUon in my ali»«»iMv. 

Thi!» flay 1 puhlioly impro\Td on >•• acnmnt of the 
*^***^**'* (-arthquako that word Acta 10 : aJ, HuJdt-nly tluTO 
waM a irri*at cmrthquukt*. 

Thi«i 4 lay a. M. a Uiat wan apt over at IN»int Juda 
MoMi.is [jmiithj v%iih 4 |>erH»iiii on ImaaI. Th«*n» \H*U\g 
anotlHT iMjat in com^mny, hut i^Hihl not hc^lp them, hut trot i«oon 
to t4>wn ami lnff>niiM, and with utmost kimhhI a («1<m»|» went out, 
aii<l alN>ut Hof y« e]oi*k in y evening ftmml them lying on y^sido 
of >•♦ Uiat with y* m-a wa»«hing onit y", having lain 7»i»r eiglit 
hourn, and notwith«(tanding y» t^iUlm^t* of y»m»ai«>n and y*ex- 
tn*mt* dttneultli^ they wen* ex|ioM*d t4>, thni lMNrf« giMMlnewall 
wen* hmught «afe to town. 

Thl^ morning aUmt hnnik of day, a stranger m«wly 

****** * ** fh»m Kngland m ho krpt at .Mr. Thoman Hiehunb«<»n'« 

(who hiul Ui'ii i»)>^*r>'«Hl to laUiur mehineholy) pit cHitof U'<1 and 

wnit down tti hi** 5»hirt and threw hlmm^lf into the well, aiul waa 

thrn* fountl dn»wn«««l. 

Till-* month ono - — King, a workman at y** Fort, 
*** p»lng thither fn»m y** point Inaconnue [mnoej whieh 

o\vr>«*t« and h<- wie* *«oon tak«*n u|» d«nid. 

Thin ynir |iri»v«Nl troiil»lf<««»m<' totht* ^tateof thin Colony, which 
wa«* in a di«tn-M«t*ig (Condition. Tlwn* m*ver wu?« wo many f»u|>- 
i»t>rtrr>« «»f v Statr takrn awav in one vear lu* in ihl^ ri*nuirkahle 
y«*ar. It lot»k- Ilk«* a **iu\ toki^n of li««r«« dt<»|»hnv«un*. .Mi\H»f 
llolden, a«»*«. tlr^t of all aUiut y month of iHHvmlier. The Hon- 

I Hiring K « f rr*,.|«MrT, ■»iih«ft*ht.>il« ••!« •tf«fv>>^* t" i*** r«>ik-fv. a»4 villi* tb« Kt^. 
J«M*r« N >«.« • *• l'%«» .r . f iKr Mr»l • liifi ' ">**^ S Ar 7' ! !»♦ n>llrfv *<trrht»r lot.»!tr«| l« 

(•^uart lttt<» vhih Mr < '. tf «" 'rft'l •«• >t (bxri tluraik •«. for f «* •Ii*-<1 In N«« IIavvii 
J» .u»ry 7. |*«T -••f.r»...t («,i« * 

* J^'hu t x'.'ftk'Ur •?! «»• < • U<Hi«># t^^ •u«^-«*>-r of Hr. ( <<o.er M |*mC *r of tW lint 
i' .r- h li \# •i.tf* v%» ff. • t «r'.t« •••o* «r«r« ■• I, •nl h»»M»wn i-til «»f r- 4lrf» r-«f f « 
ll< ■ ft* * nrf>lM-« t ' *** IU« I') •!»• (*« *r*».|rr « »* U-^rt io |liM|4»n In \'*^. •(- I 
frofli ll«r«ftni !««<»•«« !• 17<I, Mvlug \>mm mAmmi9^ — Um H«Ul» I mi 
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orable Sami Cranstone, " Grovernour, Ap. 26th. Edward Thiretone 
[Thurston] Asst^ in ye same month. 

At the Election in May the Honourable Joseph Jenks, " Deputy 
Governour, was chosen Gov in Chief. 

Mr. Jonathan J»flchols, Ass* was chosen Deputy Governour; 
he was called from his office by death in July following. 

King George the first, July y« 15th, left his temporal [crown] 
and exchanged [it], I trust, for an eternal crown of glory. 

This year is the most wonderful y t ever I knew ; this remark- 
able year 1727, in y« memory of man there never was such a one 
known liere. In July, heat ; in August, lightning ; in September, 
wind; in October, earthquake; each of these in a very admirable 
manner. Four were drowned, accidentally, as some termd it. 
One wilfully. 

This year my ministry was crowned with some success, through 
the divine blessing upon it. I received to the Lord's table 7 per- 
sons, 4 of whom I Baptize<l, and 3 were Baptized by other ad- 
ministratOFo. Wliat I had for support from my people, from the 
church and congregation, amounts to £1)3 12s. 4d. 

wednesd ^^'^» night Mary Dye went and drowned herself as 

January 17, tho Jcwry [Jury] gave it; but most coneludi^l she 
1728. ^33 murlhered by her husband. One of her arms 
was broke and on y^arm appeared 10 black and blue stripes. She 
was not found until [Sentenee incomolete,'] 

^ Governor Cranston died at the ace of 68 years, having held the office of Goveroor 
of the Coluny during the unprecedented period of twenty>Dine consecutive yean*, being 
first elected in 1698. Arnold, in his lUxiory qf Rhode Uland^ says, " He held bis position, 
probably, longer than any other man who has ever been subjected to the test of an annual 
popular election.'*— L, 540. " In the strength of his intellect, the courage and firmness of 
his administration, and the slcill mith which he conducted public affairs in every crisis, he 
resembled the early race of Rhode Islanders. Thirty times succe.>vivi>ly chosen to the 
highest office, be preserved his popularity amidst political convulsion?* t'lat had swept away 
every other ofllclal in the colony. He was the conn<^tiog link between two centuries of its 
history, and seemed, as it were, the' bridge over which it passed in snfety, from the long 
BtnifTsI** for existence with the royal governors of Massachusetts to the piac*-ful i>os8e8sion 
of its cliarXerod rights under the House of Hanover.*'— /ftid., II., 83. 

72 JoH'ph Jenks, a^ Omior spells the name in the text, and as be himself spelled it, or 
Jenclcs an given by Backus, or Jenckes »8 most subsequent writers have l>een accustomed 
to write it, was Dt'puty Governor of the Colony from 1715 until 1721. and acain from 1722 
until 1727, when at the de^^th of (Governor Cranston he was chosen as his successor, and held 
the olbce of (iovernor for the next five yetirs, residing, at the request of the General Assem- 
bly, for most of the time in Newport. He died June 15, 1740, in bis 84ib year. He marritd 
Martha, daughter of John Brown, and granddaughter on her father's side of the Rev. Chad 
Brown, of I'rovidt'iice, and on her mother's side of the Rev. Obadiah Holmes, of Newport 
A htter is preserved by Backus, in his llinlory, II., 23, addressed by Governor Jrnks nhile 
re>iding in Newport, to his pa.Htor and broihcr-in-law, Rev. James Brown, pertaining to 
ecclesiastical afiairs in Providence. 
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If nhv tlrownecl howolf 'tin concluded her hanUintrfi 
''^ • **• 111 rarrifiKi* wart the* i^um». 

Thb4 (lay a M*|)aniti(in wnj< mado In Mr. (*lap*H (h>q. 
"-••^•^••*- ifivinitUm on >•• ac\H»unt of hU n*fii?«in|^ y* Mr. Jno 
Adanifi MluMild t«i*UU» with hitn, ami m> Mr. Adunirt pn^chiHl in y^ 
9i*h<K>l hoiwe" belonicInK to that nocii'ty. 

Thb momln>r JuHt uhout bn>ak of da>' a fimail 9|ieek 
• ^ • ••• of an cmrthquiike wiw fi^lt Iwrw 

ThU day 1 pmyinl with Khli»r Henry Sweating** 
^p U*in^ m'ar the |M>lnt of d«nith, — ttt lU»hol>oth. 

Thbtlay I prenehinl ut Swanwy for KIdiT Kphralm 
** Wheaton, it tieing y*' tiny of puMic fa^tinK throuichout 
y« l*mvinct\ 

ThU day 1 prayed with Mar>* RulUx^k, at lie* 

h(»l>oth, U'intr Mirk. 

Thin day a nuniiNT of Ihrewhyterlan MlnUt<*r«'* 

^ t oaine to town to nvulat4* >•♦ afTairH of Mr. Clap*!* om- 

KT^VHtlon. Note. Thfynet outfW>mtheirrcs«|Mvtl\'e 

honii-H y« day lK»fon» ii|Min whi4'h on«* y» wa^ for Mr. Clap wild lie 

n*nM«nilM*n«d they j«et out to enpi^fi* in >•• work they e(R5cted (he 

firfi t}f April. 



f* ** IV>h*l»if •iAtttilkg *b#r« th« Otjr |I<44M nam vlAnd* " TImmim W Wood. JVX itt»t. 
^ (%. In • ptt^tLU boU U» 111* r<iir>r, Mr WokmI 9my,"'Tk* < uj Hnl^l ' wm Ibr vAut* 
Im4#I m U »i*v cmlU4 ' l*»rt lUnt^' • " 

** H^ntf MrvMiMf WM an »Ulrr nf th« ^vaasry (*b«rrli. Tl>« t«A<^rf« of tb* cttHf IWii- 
Hal rlivrTli*^ In tbt* r^mutry ^rm-nt t* h«r« Imvh I Pwrtnrr. 2. |:i«Srr«. S tNiM^m* TK** 
^wmnmj rhurrh hAtinf mm\ «lrl'g«t«a u* «Jt in ll»f> f'ciunril si Nrvfiorl to r«Mait»« Into 
Ihm *it«t«^l m^frm0mt»cm uf an " •«■!« n " of tho John flarkr r«tat«« •K** rv<«nw«l •IiIkmiI 
Mt)<Mi Wm» hi<h!t ili*f4««»r«l on ArcovMnt uf It, m ItM* rhurrh't Irttrr In N>«f»f1 " 4aim4 
Jaa* 4« I7tf. •Uo«m«b , alfa^i In j* N«m« anj lirha.f of (Hr Oturt h, 

Hjr rrfiK4ni Wmb»t»»w e»»t«»% 

IIkvbt •'wKrriiiu, lUiUnf IJklar. 
Ilii If •iiti Il4mt>i«. 

fW »>«D n<A0 H. 

*> rw «•# If ehmrrh^m ni M>i— rli»— 4f v«ri vMMitUllf A»AfT<»falkniAj In tk«ir ord^r. 
• till h •«•«•«. • •Irocif i*Turln( **( Vrmhyt^frimmitmk Whll« wrry r<»«ffr»tf»lluo r«ti». 
lAtik««l •ttktn llAvtf III* |H»««r of •»lf-ff«>«#r«MMttt. rwrt rv«nfrp(«ll«vii nr rbarrli H»>f • 
br«««4 .4 «l4#f« ttf ^rtattttrrv to which it* dUrlftiiR* and f<»rmin>»p| wiftm fir««Oc«l)T rt4». 
■itiiccl " % *»-*9rntm^m mmrlr r*<>f<u*«r o» lk»n»'4rrftitc4ll !• farr* fr'Wi th#« f>rfc-ii«-# 

•I Umbp rlittrrKr* attd •• twlivr* fsrrr fmMi tb# ntad* «*f (lirl*t " tRkbafl VAiH#r ) 
rw* ^»«ff ol rlbwrrli f«>v«rn«i«nt «* f1«r ** oHthrr a!l to tlM» f«<nfii# »ir*'-«4irf th* l*r«o> 
l'|t*Try »«»f all ».» 1^ fr»»»tft#rf »t' '«• <lni in* fi*«..f4* - T>«»« •Twt**?* f -s« I f «r»n»i *t 
f»«»r<»»^»n la vkai l« lianva •• tHo I'am'rt'fr*' I' «tf»nM 'It maf bo i-'OHI'Im^iI vhvikar 
tb«r« i« r^'A httn mwmUUm v«ctk tkisktac au Mt —J. W. W] 

E 
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This day Mr. Eals ^« preached in Mr. Clap's pulpit 
Thir-d.. 4. ^^ Q^^ 32 : 26, 29. 

This evening a schooner from ye Bay under y« 
" ' command of Capt. James EmmU in a mighty storm 
of wind accompanied with rain was cast on shore, on a sand beach 
at Westport, in this Ck>Iony , and all got on shore, being 6 in number 
(save one Indian girl who was drowned in y« vessel) ; there were 
4 Englishmen and one Indian. The 4 were so far spent with ye dif- 
ficulties of ye storm, after they had travelled some distance from 
ye wreck [that they] dropt down dead a little space from each 
other. Ye Indian travelled a great part of ye night till he found 
a hay stack, under which he sheltered till day, and yn gave in- 
formation so yt they were all taken up and decently buried. 
Taken from M^jor Stanton's own mouth, of Westerly, who was 
the 2d person y* came to y«». 

This day also Mr. Clap preached from Jer. 15 : 19, A. M. ; Isa. 14 : 
82, p. M., and did not invite of ye ministers to preach. These texts 
were wonderfully adapted to ye circumstances, and delivered in 
ye audience of ye council and messengers. Note, this was ye last 
sermon he ever preached in ye meeting house. ^' About half an 
hour affcel* by ye toll of ye bell, Mr. Foxcroft ^* preached'in ye meet- 
ing house from Jno 17 : 11. I attended this meeting. 

This day ye meeting house door was broke open, 

Mond.. 8. ,^.g g^^ ^jj. j^^ Coddington had ye chief hand in it, 



7* Nathaniel Eals, or Eella, son of the Rev. Nathaniel Eells," was graduated] at Hamrd 
College in 1699; was ordained at Scituate June 14, 1704; and died August 25, 1760.**— 
Sprague's AnnaU. 

^ " Father Clap" preferred to surrender his meeting house rather than his oonTiotionB 
of duty in this matter. Thomas W. Wood, in his MS. JIM. qf Ike United Qmg. d., aayi : 
**On the evening of April 24, 1728, ' was another meeting of j* Church (Second), wherein I 
proposed to them relinquishing the meeting house for Mr. Clap to return to it again, hut 
was reAised ; ' so wrote Mr. Adams. The First Church immediately commenced their 
second [third?] meeting house, which was finished in 1729, and stood on land deeded by 
Edward Pelham and son for the purpose on the south side of Mill streK. This house was 
originallr paid for partly by the First Church and congreKation, and partly by monies 
raised by Boston ministers for the Second Church— the latter taking the old house on 
Tanner street [now West Broadway] and old sacramental Itimiture, and releasing the 
monies and parsonage to the former." 

n Thomas Foxcroft was born in Cambridge in 1696, and graduated at Harrard College 
in 1714, and on the 20th of November, 1717, was ordainM Pastor of the First Chureh in 
Boston as colleague with the Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth. When the latter was electod 
President of Harvard College in 1725, Mr. FoxcroA became sole pastor of the church, but 
two years later, in 1727, he received Mr. Charles Chauncey as his colleague in the ministry. 
Mr. Foxcroft was a warm friend of Mr. Whitefleld, and ably defended him sgalnst the 
attacks of his enemies He died June 18, 1769, " when he had lived nearly seventy-three 
years, fifty-two of which he had spent in the ministry."— Sprague's AmtaU. 
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y key beinir purpowly laid out of >•• wny. Mr. liiixtcT ppwichwl 
fhmi iii*n. la : «. AAit mTtnoti y» n*Hult of y» council In oppuiii* 
tion to Mr. Clap MraH nwl puhlUly. 

Mr. J no A(lHni<« wtif« onlainitl ovi*r half Mr. Clap*t 
^^*'^*" churrh, i, r, y« Hrftlin»n, viit,, Hlrhanl (Mark, John 
HoynolfU, Nathan Tf>wnM*n<l, liamlall NirhoN, Jani<ii (^nrry, 
Job Hi!M«l, Kbenott»r Davenport. The niinUti'n who arvUted 
won*: Mr. Jo«»ph liaxtor, *• Mr. Jami^H Iin>wn, • Mr, Jt>hn W<4>b, 
Mr. Thonum F'oxmift. AUmt two houm after two <if y« mln- 
lift4T« went out of t4>wn. Thi*n» Wfn» two of y (Ofuiiiril y* did not 
tarr>' till >*« ordination, i, r., Mr. KhIh, Mr. ItllHiiirH. ** 



^'Jemrph IWttrr «M bi*ni ftt |lr«lBtrMi, J«i»« A, 1<74; «m rr«4u»l«d at llarvmH OO- 
Wk« In t«.«S mm* onUli»«H| al MtaAiria. A|irtl 71. IC^T. »i>«l 4n<4 Mftf 1, i:«S. *c««l atttf^ 
»liH> ll# pahlUhfid the MMMrlit»M4U lOwrOoo t»9rmom, 1717.** HfirvfiM''* ^awi^* H« 
VM Mod«r«tor of iku r«HaiK^l. 

• Hj ft •lift of (h# ^M, V* Mstl Uit»k Cooler «mi« Jttmtm for RUlMrd. TW r«*«r4 oC 
tkte munril. |irr«rr««4 Is Ih* bciok* of U»9 Ktrvl ('»i»frrf«tMi«iftJ Ourrli. ff^w t^ »*<•• «»f 
Mr llr»«» M RtrlMr<l. ao4 nat Jmmb. •* RlHiAr4 Hmvtt vm W»ni la Ktfvbvrj. ?Wfi towl w» 
12, l<T3 . VM (r*il«auU ml Umr*f4 i^AVrt^ in K«: . vm mcUmI Is thm mim^irf *l Krttdiftg, 
i«M S\. i:e: ; Mi«l «ll«d (krt»»«r SI. |7!t]. afnl It ft? rlfM.** •H«r»ci>* • wIimm-'s. 

■ IH* lii>ninU ol th« ^^vcoixl < uOftv«»tl«>nal < hurrh In N>w|wk1 r««tAln iImi Ra»i*t.r or 
tun Oh***!! In lb« liao«lvrtiiaf .»| th# |{«t harm ?hii<«. vkk b b« trsMrrlbt^ vlilla 
|i**t.ir nf tb« rburrk Tli* rfw^'vH la aa fiMl^w* - 

" A « • uf»rilf»r »«#>« < burrh«<« t»M by th«-lr I Mrr% •»<! WWffnfM In Nrvfiorl In ma4> 
|«ian<l .\ite\\ iImp M, Ann. t)o«i . IT9«. at thr dlralrr tif a c«i«»*ltirraM* nnniWr of m^rirr^ 
RrMhrvn of Um fknrrli a»4 (oafrf«mikio vndrr ikm l*nacorml cwef IIm tUr^ Mr Nai^ 
flaifk 

" Aftrr •»4«tun Mfifoliration mad* U (hMl Ibr lila yrarkMia pttmrn^rm an4 I*lrarlS<««. nn4 
aArf a ««im an4 Mrin Inquiry an«t tSt* h*>«« In format Ion «• rouM |«iMaiKlf 6kAmim h^Ak 
tf^mt \h* acyrtrv«>*1 |'rr<hrrn of ih* < burrh and ( onfrri^atlftn awl oibrm r»*o<vnM*l. v* 
n una a t«» tb» f->tt«i«t'>c I%««*m t unantl•<*u•^7 afnnni la • 'Minril upon malur» H^ttirratt*** 

' AUh>' «r m<it«t Th»* kfiiiw f»iim>wi r irat» an<l nrkn')«rW«lf«' tb* %\*%4 pr**^ ^Urni^ at mtt 
iiXnr%,- • \MH-i In I«rtnf1r<fl IK« lirTrrrf»<1 Mr < Uf* l'> IbU f*tar>r. maklrtg blm lb«> bafi^T !»• 
glriin»«nt .f I ti«ni|infl a <'^un h H^rv arr«tr^lln( U»ib^ortl«>rnf IH^ (ttaaiWI, and ManlCiiNlnc 
a fnwi «•• f r »»xrt x » nf th* llott *>f>ir1l «ltb blm in xhr •%tfr9-m of ht« laU«i«rt , and iWffi^ 
for* v«.ult b«*«Kiar blan blcb*f f.r hi* ««ick*a mk* \ri withal -aArr an lHi|i«nia! a»4 
f b4ir»>v r««fainatu>n nf th# M*t4^al aMlr^l*** r»f (trlevanr*. vhlHi a aiiHbtrv of bU brv«lir»(i 
bava l.thl^-dMl u* tt« In •niing a mf*^ «b#r«nf w ha*r flvrn blm. l«» «bleb b« r > AM >a to 
ffuva «• anr an««rr ibo nftvti nrfvd iHrrmnim W» «tintK«( l<*«i mi? «# ind nnrrovNI *r«»^ 
•!*»• la rvtn«f% n|i«>n hU •«• i • f aduv • n«>dort In w<^al lal« ln«CaM>r« • bl^b to MMitrr of 
rrrat grtrf f^ a« atd wr think fu*tl* •*#rti»i*«' m tbU ffhtw^ Hrvtbrati. a»d lolb»nin r rWa 
•*f 'lirlai a* 

" l*anir«lartf , hu rrf^vtnt t«* Adtntnlttfrr tb# l4*r«l*« ■t«(t«f«rr Amt iW (rmi f*t 4 f««ra 
T m i tfc ar tno<«tiK«(a'*>ilnf <hr Mrtr^ei d«otrr of bit <li«j^h and rrfmrniM f ihirrialbi^ 
f^-'nt bla t»clfHHi«nnf Hri^thMti In thm mInUtrt «r'tb'>at ri**nf •» v aslUf •r''«rv r«°«a«««i. v« 
•vdf* In l» •»*-? dl«nMrrlr a IWf«m«rb l«» o«ir ho|» r* Mrt^^n a».d a Kr^arh t-f *W<-W«ii|| 

< \iirrb t'nwnant I %*r Ibo H# balb »-m«^lni««f»lrn(W«| U»t v in«ll*t««fi»' n m iW rw^^n*-^ 
• f (hu n«tri**ii . Y«4 «^ tbitib r^rn In that raM> «# mar «ti>»-*ut anv brr^^ nf (liri«itan 

< bant* Mv th^rr «aa a wanl of du# rv^ar*} to ib# tn«CltutW»a of (lirl«l. In thai b^ »UA tt^ 
Isvtia Is Ilka l*aal«r« of •»»« af Uia »Hf btM»rl«f ( lin r cbaa «l^ mtglil #«•!> ba»« l^«i «»*». 
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These things I make a remark on that so I may take notice of 
yo working of Divine Providence in such a proceeding. 

tained to Administer the ordinance in such a case of necessity; Especiallj when the 
brethren of the Church so earnestly Desired to Enjoy the precious Institution. 

''Again, tho we find he has lately administered the ordinance and would rejoice in 
hit being able to attend his Duty in that matter; Yet we think that eren then he waa 
faulty, and acted contrary to the rules of Christian Charity and prudence in administering 
it to a small part of the Brethren of the Church without giving at the first time . . . [foot 
qf page torn off^ part of ttco lines] calling in an Ecclesiastical Council to conaider and 
advise upon the difiiculties and differences in the Church. 

" Again, his manner of admitting persons into the Church we find Exceptional In aereral 
Instances— Particularlv, his taking in a woman very lately without proposing her publicly 
to the Church for their consent, is Judged to be a violation of Crosiicll order, an unwarranted 
Invasion u|K>n the Liberty of the Brotherhood, and Just matter of grievance to them. 

"Further, as to his administration of the holy ordinance of Baptism, we find several 
things exceptional and very irregular objected against him, Particularly in the case of Mr. 
Randall Nicholls' child, and adult persons not being seasonably propounded. 

"And then, as to his conduct with relation to the affair of Mr. Adams' Settlem* as a col- 
league with him in the ministry, we Judge It in all regards to be very strange, and his re- 
fusing to Consent to the Vote of his Church and Congregation In that matter, without 
giving any kind of reason, carries with it the face of a reproachable self wiU'dness, ond ap- 
pears very plainly to be the unhappy means of that sorrowAil Contention whereby religion 
suffers and order in the Church so much obstructed as at this day. 

" We find that Mr. Adams hath received a Valid Call to settle in this ministry In con- 
Junction with Mr. Clap by Virtue of the aforesaid Vote, tho not so regular in all its Cir- 
cumstances: We cannot find by the strictest Enquiry maile that any Just Exceptions are 
or can be offered against Mr. Adams* preaching or conversation : nor can we learn from the 
Brethren who have retracted their Votes (for Mr. Adams' pet tlera<) that they arelnfluenced 
by any other principle but a tenderness to Mr. Clap, and lothness to contradict and grieve 
him ; And therefore the opposition which hath arisen, and is now carrying on to the Ordi- 
nation of Mr. Adams (in pursuance of the call given him) is Judged altogether unwarrant- 
able, and without any sufficient grounds to support It. 

" We find about 3^ of the Church and Congregation are Btill very closely united In 
their affections to Mr. Adams, the Pastor Elect, and that his removal from Newport under 
the Circumstances of the present day is not at all likely to make for peace, nor will it have 
a Tendency to serve the Interest of religion in this place. 

"Further, we think ourselves oblig'd to add, it appears to us that the notion of the 
aggrieved Breth*s desire and design to drive away Mr. Clap is altogether groundless and 
untrue; they having unanimouHy expressed themselves, in presence of the Council, 
heartily willing to sit under Mr. Cli^>'s ministry, if it may be with })eaceahle Enjoyment of 
Mr. Adams's ministry in conjunction therewith; and that they desire nothing more than 
. . . [hotlnm of page torn off, part of tiro Unet] such measures in Church Government as are 
Generally practlj^ed in the Churches of New England, most agreeable to Gospel rule. 

" We now in the name of our Ix)rd Je^us Christ Earnestly Intreat and exhort Mr. Clap 
and the Brethren who oppose Mr. Adam.V Settlem* to connlder these things in the fear of 
God, and Endeavorrespeciively a better regulation of their Temper and Conduct forther»> 
storing lost peace and repairing the injure<l honour of Gospell order and religion. In par- 
ticular, as uprightly Judging It thebest and most prop» Expedient for the end ; We advise 
and beseech Mr. Clap and the Brethren to give their consent to the ordination of Mr. 
Adams, as acol'eague with him in the ministry, or give us forthwith some satisfactory 
reason (if any such they have in reserve) why they refuse it; or if they continue to reftise 
their consent, without rend'ring any sufficient reason for their conduct, and because we 
apprehend the ordaining Mr. Adams a colleague with Mr. Clap in the Pastoral Charge of 
one and the same flock, under the present circumstances against Mr. Clap^s comfort, and 
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This is ye second Congre^tional church in this Colony." The 

the IncliDation of bo great a part of the people, is not desirahle: Therefore we adviae the 
aggriered members to appeal to the Church for a release fh>m their special bonds and 
relation to them, and We desire the Pastor and brethren with him to give them a speedy 
and loTing dismission in order to their Embodying into a Distinct Church by themselves: 
Which being done, we advise, that the New-formed Church, together with their associates 
renew their call to Mr. Adams and invite him to take the pastoral care of them and if they 
desire a speedy ordination, we cannot but Advise Mr. Adams to consent onto it. 

" Further, it appearing to us, that the aggrieved brethren and their associates have in 
their hands at least an equal interest and propriety in the meeting house with the others 
concerned, we therefore are of opinion, and our advice in this case is, that both charchea 
meet peaceably In the present house for Publiok Worship ; the Ber. Mr. Clap on one part 
of the day, and Mr. Adams on the other, until another meeting house be provided by one 
or other party, and a separation into two Distinct assemblies be amicably agreed upon. 

"Moreover, in case Mr. Clap's adherents unreasonably r^ectthe counsell given them, we 
advise the other brethren notwithstanding to proceeed (with the help of some neighboring 
ministers, whom we entreat to assist them if there be occasion) to Embody into a Church 
State by themselves, and go on in prosecution of the advises above given, and we resolre to 
afford them our best assistance as we have opportunity, for which end y« agree and design 
not to dissolve at present, but (by God's leave) to continue in being for some time. 

** Finally, we commend the people of God with their Pastor and the other persons for 
and with whom we are this day conrened to the influence of Sovereign divine grace . . . 
(Un4 gone from bottom qf page). And humbly beseech the God of all grace, to pour down 
an healing spirit, for the restoring and Establishing brotherly love and serving the great 
Interests of Christianity and Gospell order in this place. 

** Thro* Jeans Christ our dear Redeemer to whom be glory and praise in the Charoh, 

World without end, Amen.** 

JcMiEPH Baxter, 

Richard Dunn, 

Nathaniel Ealls, ^ Pastort. 

John Webb (Scribe), 

Thomas Foxcroft, 

John Cushino, 

Samuel Basset, 

Jonathan Williams, 

Thomas Church, ^ Ddegiteii 

George Barber, 

Thomas Nicholls, 

Daniel Henghman, 
The Seven Churches, Ac. 

The first Ch in Boston, Rev< Thom" Foxcroft. 
Messenger, Mr. Jon* Williams. 

The Old S» Ch in B*, Mr. Daniel Henchman. 

The New N« Ch in B», Rev. John Webb, Mr. Samuel Basset 

The Ch in Reading, Rev. Richard Brown, Mr. Thomas Nicholls. 

The first Ch in Medford, Rev. Jos. Baxter, Moderator, Deacon Barber. 

The first Ch in Scituate, Rev. Nath> Ealls, Mr. Jn* Cushing. 

The Ch in Little Compton,.Rev. Richard Billings, Mr. Tho* Church. 

^ Mr. Billinpi approred this Result, but rode home and did not assist in ordination out 
of tenderness for Mr. Clap. The Resnlt was probably read without his name. I have two 
eopiea among the Church papers certified by the Council : [one] as this ; in the other the 
ministers' names are in their respective handwriting, and Richard Billings signed with his 
own hand among the rest. Ezra Stiles, Pastor. 

May 25, 1770." ^ 

■ Callender, In his Sittoricai Ditcourae, In enumerating the churches in the Colony of 
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gatherers were some y^ gathered y first when Mr. Clap was or- 
dained, which was Nov. 8, 1720, after he had preached here from 
y« year 1695. 

This day Mr. Clap began to preach in his own 
Lord's D.. 14. jjQugg 88 j^^ j^ Considerable auditory. 

This day my little son fell headforemost out of 
umy^' ^ bs^k window in the lower room, about one p. m., 
about 5 feet high from the ground, and through Gkxl's 
goodness by ye administration of suitable means he was cured of 
y« wounds he received in his head in a little time. At first he 
was taken up for dead. O what cause of thankfulness I have for 
this fJEkvour. 

About 8 p. M., one Deborah Qrinman [Greenman] 
^^***®^ was kill'd with thunder, at Narraganset. There 
were some things remarkable in her death. Two nights before 
she dreamed y^ a woman lay dead in ye same spot she was struck 
down in. She told her sister of it under great surprise, and yt 
she was kill'd w*** thunder. In ye morning of ye day in which 
she was kill'd 'twas very clear, but she apprehended it would be 
a fJEktal day. And when ye cloud arose she said there is ^ which 
will do y^ business. Accordingly she was kill'd in ye same spot. 
She was burnt on ye side of her face, and her instep was broke. 
At y^ time she had a child in her arms, which was stunned, but 
soon recovered. 

This day my house was raised, and no hurt done 
32J^8. by any of ye timber. 

This day Mr. James Blackstock bought ye meeting 

"°* house of Mr. Daniel White and Mr. Thomas Boyls. 

It was a very ill act, both in ye buyer and sellers. 

^nrd-. This day (Governor William Burnet ** arrived here 

July ifl. j^ j^jg passage to his government of ye Massachusetts. 



Rhode Iiland, gives the Congregmtiona] m follows: Beddes these two in Newport, '^ there 
are three Presbyterian or CongregatioDal charehee — at Providence, South Kingston and 
Westerly ; each of them [beingl supplied at present with a pastor, ria., the Rer. Mr. Josiah 
Cotton, at Providence; the Rer. Mr. Joseph Torrej, at South Kingston, and the Rer. Mr. 
Joseph Park, at Westerly." 

*> That is, in his own dwelling honse, the parsonage. 

M William Burnet, son of Bishop Gilbert Burnet (of Sarum), was horn at the Hague, March, 
1687, and named William in honor of the illustrious Prince of Orange. He came to this 
country in 1720, arriving at New York li^ September; was made Governor of New York 
and New Jersey ; was subsequently transferred by George II. to Massachusetts. " As be was 
to pass through Rhode Island on the way to bin new government, the Assembly voted him 
a public reception." On the 12th of July, 1728, " a ship of war from England brought Bur- 
net, the new Govemor of Massachusetts to Newport Salutes were exchanged at the tort, 
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Thin e>'<»tiliiK atMHit K of y* cUick th(«re u|i|H*urvd la 
jttiyia. y* N<irth wvenil Klnmiiui n*fu*hinic towaniii >•• n*iilili 
— <Ymtiiiue(l atMHit 3 qr. of aii lumr. 
ThnHigh ye lii\*our of Mr. Jn« IVMliliiiKton, thii« clay I okiUdiied 
y* report of tht* council concvniintr Mr. l*Ui|>. 

Th&a (imy Mr. \K White left off pmM*hinir in y 
*^**°* meeting houfie. Hen* I would mito that th«» trouble 
(^iinniemx*<l tietween him and the chun*h under my 
can* in the yimr 1711*, and m m*|iarHtion made; and In y«year 
172i4, hiji nuH^tinK houm* wan rahied ; it wan flmt pn<iic*he<l in Aprils 
nt&^ in which month I wan invited by Mr. White to preach 
there. Hin congrefpition broke to pi^c^^ in y* yt^ar 1727 ; and In 
y year 17:^4, he nold it. 

Thin day Mr. White left >-• town and Wf»nt to 
Phihulelphia. 
• ^ Thin day I preached In IkMton, for Mr. C^^aileodert 
fW>m Jn« 17 : S. 
n Thin day aXrhlld wafl drowm^ at Connanlcut.'^ 

Thiji day Cafit, dark anci (*apt. I*aiiot went by 
», 4 onk*r of authority aA^T a private fich<Minc»r, who had 
done mij«*hief, and ci>mmitt<«>il rol>l)er>' on Uitrtiner^M 
Isianfi, t>ut did no exploits. 

Thin day I remo\*i«>ii into my houfie. Tht* t4>tal for 
uomd M t,uiidliig cimt xan! IVi. tkL The chun^h ipiw me 
towanUit £4^i lU. (kL 

Thli i»vi*tilng alKHit 7 apiMmn^i in >•• North a very 

ottowr a w<>n<l4*rAil li^ht in y* horixiin for u (*«iiL««i(i«*nihU* time. 

ThU morning alMiut an hour tM*ff»n« day, U*Ing In 

U^l Mini tiwaki*, o)M*r\'ing a v<*r>* uti«*imiiii«iti light I 

got up and finding it in y^ North, u|Min ftinuiy viewing at U>ttom 

f»f th«« horiiuin th«*n* ap|M*anHl a thick vafMiur, and alMiw it a n^l* 

ntf** lik«* until fin*, and in y» middle a hiitMlreil f>r tnon* f»|M*an 

|Hi|nting upwanln, ext4»nding towarrU tin* in*nith. The whole 

lnwly of y* ap|H*Hnino* hiul a ?»lnw motion towanl** y* ini^t, y« 

whole fiM^* of y Mmth wa«* lighti*«l ait by >*• m<Min, which y*> luid 

lnn*u ^'t uUuit .'I hiHir*. The r«*dn«^pM of >*« f«}ii«Hr« win* not at all 

tliiM- of y* minit* brightn«^m, but (^in««tantly mail«« a wry awfUl 

A f.*^-\f r^^e<r%Ai'»n wm gtwa Mm. *»4 IM n#tt 4mt k* p tmim ^ * ^ to Ho^oa " -Ar»ul4, 
I/mp K /.II.>«M •*>•« MvrnH •|i«>4 ^4«ml«r 7. 1*9 

^■«* «ftrt<»*«*tf •t>ii««l m* •^*-»ti'» .If 4tl. ^ tiift«U«jt. t^-tltitmt'- ttl i AA'ttirut. <''>ti»nlr«|. 
It **• ^%t\f t»«uctai ,sf \hm bftitw* by ih9 — t U » C i uf Aiu»4i>«rk. *iwof vitli •* '•I aaA 
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show, the sky being in other places of a clear blue, and stars 
shining very bright. 

A sloop commanded by Mr. W™ Oardner with 
ond., 14. ^jjQjjj y^ere Stephen and David Mumford, Peter 
Arault [Ayrault], and two Negroes, was lost as is supposed by a 
sudden storm of snow y^ arose. They went to receive prohibit- 
ted goods brought fix)m Holland, but did not do it.* It was 
ye first this year tho a very considerable one. 

wedn«Bd. le '^^^ ^^ ^ preached by request at Justice 
• * Thomas Church's house, at Little Compton, fix)m 
Jno 17 : 8. Mr. Billings, the Presbyterian minister was present, 
and a large auditory. 

w dnead. 3 "^^^^ ^^ * Prcsbyteriau church was gathered at 
' ^' Providence, '^ Mr. Josias Cotton ** ordained Pastor. 
About this time in y« month Mr. Joseph O'Hara, an Episcopal 
minister, came to Providence from England. After he had 
preached two or three days, on ye 3d he published himself to 
Mrs. Alice Whipple, of Providence. But before he was out, 
published news came yt he was married, and in about 3 weeks 
his wife came. But he denied her to be so, by which he was 
defeated of his new intended match. 

'Tis observed that ye last Lord's Day he preached 

Nov?3. ' i^ y® church, he was by an extraordinary gust of 

wind forced out of ye church in ye time of service. 

It blew in a large window at ye west end, and very much shook 

* (Note wanting.) 

^ Am was the case in Newport, so was it in Proridence, Congregational preaching was 
maintained for some jcars before a church was gathered. From Judge Staples, AnnaU €(f 
Prov., we learn tliat " a Congregational PedohaptLst society was formed about 1720 " ; and 
that ** in llZi the society erected a house for worship at the corner of College aod Benefit 
Streets." " They h^ul no settled minister until 1728," when Mr. Cotton came to them. On 
the day of his ordination a church was organixed consisting of nine persons In 1770, 
** the Benevolent Oungregational Society " was incorporat id. The Society sold its meeting 
[house] in 1794, and built another ** at the corner of Benevolent and Benefit Streets," which 
" was destroyed by fir.- on the morning of the 14th of June, 1H14." The following year 
anuther house was erected upon the same site. The succoeslTe ministers have been as fol- 
lows: Joniah Cotton (172S-1747), John Baas (17o2-175M), Pavid S. Rowland (1762-1774), 
Enoe Hitchcock (17H.V1803), Henry Edes (180&-1H32). ThU became '* the first Unitarian 
church iu Kho<le Island."— Arnold, Hut. R, /., II., 77. 

^ Josiah Cotton, son of the Itev. Roland Cotton, of Sandwich, and great-grandson of 
the famous Rer. John Cotton, of Boston, was graduated at Harvard College in 1722, and 
ordained at Providence, October 28, 1728, " eighteen churches being pn>sent by their dele- 
gates to assist at the ordination " ; the sermon on the occasion was preached by the Rev. 
Nathaniel Appleton ; having been dismissed be was installed at Woburn. July 15, 1747; 
being a second time dismissed was installed at Sardown, November 28, 1759 ; and died May 
27, 1780.— Spragne*8 AnnoU, 



TIIE DIARY or JOH2f a>MKIL 57 

IIh* whoh* houM*. Tho iK*xt l»nl*ii Uuy hU |xh>|»1(* n*f^>d hit 

Iin«iiA'hiii^. 

ThU <luy H mail at Narrn^uim*!, (lliofiiit? a wvU, 
'^**^*' ^ aA^T he hiul du>r iJi^ f<**'t <h^»p, It aivM in u|miii him 
aixl killM. \lv wa^( taken out n<*xt day. 

One liei\)aniin I><>ui;law, in tliU town, U*ln|i: In 
Mottd.n iirink, jji)lnjf Into a llttU* hou««» fell ilown fnmi y* 
unit and Itmke hU n«<ek' -a*« th«* Jury (aive it. 

Thin day 1 pniwlK^l from 1 Tim. 4 : G, ainl in^int^d 
on y* •«ut»J<'«*t of Im|M»«ition of ilami^ «>n Haptixt^d 
b(diever« a-^ Mirh,** whirh |m<ii|>1«* ttiok <Hva.«*lon to U* much 
olfendi'il a; !»iit I n*f<T tht* wliole of tiit*« affair |to<t«id). 

A n«vni woman U*lon>rinif "• to Thonian \Vlrk«^»m, 

D^tlabJI H ^**'^'' ^***"*** tl«nMl In l>yn»N Mwamp. t'^Uv mn away y 
day l>efon*. 
'Ilil** day Mr. Jo!«*|>h riu^M*nt4*r, Mr. i^inr.lo, an 
iv<s«y ti jjj^ij.jjj j^,j,j ^ Nivro, wi»n* dn»wn«ii In their inifwaire 

fhmi llt^r i**'aiid to liriHtol. The i^uinue [inuKH*] In whirh thf*y 
wen*, ••unk undiT y"*. 

Thi«* y«-ar liii*» l»i"«*n a year«»f jfntit exen'i«»4« to me I haw Innm 
ai* it Urn* ill x** fiirtiai^* of altliiiion. The ditlieulty In my f1<irk 
haf« l^'iMi h«*:irt wounding, and alm<i«t Hi>ni«*tim«<^ mnfoundinic, 
hut I *«^* <M»«r«. irnu^' !•• ••ufWeli'ut f«»r me. 

Thl«»y«iir thi'n* wrn» »» lo*t. then* wi^n* U fln»wn«*«l,a(vid«*ntany, 
AM mtuu* term it. otii* kill'd with thunder, one* killM In a well, one 
fiHiiid d«*i I with hi^ n<^*k t»n»kf*. 

Tiii-* yi:ir 1 n^^'iv«^l to tin* tahle of the I/ml .i |>er*on«<, two of 
whom I KiptlMMl, and one wa*« liiiptixi^l hy anoth<T ifhuinUtni- 
tor. 

What 1 Uiui for *«u|>|Hirt fn»m my ehun'h ami con^*t?atlon 
amotinto to fW tu, th\. 



* TKi« •rrav>n «•* lb« twgiDuiug ••( all ih# ^i^r^.m* «bt«h Mr rw— »r k^ with hit 
rkar- '. i » vlitrS hf •» fr«<*} irtttif rr(rr%. *n<l «ht<'li Vfrr ««l>|«ntlv iW^fi an.l ftl«t«lltig 
l|i« h*- ftft «*• •■•fvit V Min*l«*l I t»<r f hurt h In oiiiBMiftf Vttl ii f%fn'<rifr«| !■ *«• kit 
»rr*>»«»><«« f»««4i<>f»*. mtr t» 4 h »*r rthihtM^I (b* •«<Mr4f«l C'liri«tiBti •ftf t Mr «'•«•««< r li«4 
rm* r»<««t Ihr .>f<.ui m h* i-l »>* *H« i^lt l*r1nc«r*W |Ut4i»l«. thAt IH^ !»•'» U of tW I 14r««||||» 

• V*.. • ♦«■ *» I uj»« » »rr» !■■ irtrf «l»rti H* •tiirr* til* i hufrh »»t <"l»fi»t 

' K*. •!» fai*'. t ' |Ur<«k>t «« *»• tW m^^n* «lMM»r« lib ••Ir l«>»ti t r«««i«««| tn*^•^ • f Imt 

• «««• In I 'I' NtwfBtrl ' ft* ihr ■M^n^mlllAli l<i«n tti th la n»l.>ii« ' rv«vt« r«S ■ fr«M nf 
f .«» U 4«'f «• ~t fr -ft* lul -«-• U|»i-» (•tifviflnl •!»««<■ f r iW |*-.rtpaai> t>f |>4«''t.- Ih« Hrrrf l««4* 
I'. J •!• t." «Hr .>. ii» H -n"* !•> th» Wtfilrv -.' I*?* \h* *rf» «r««i<(i whrA • H<r ■!■•«» miry 
Vft« Ml* I -.-« t^i \» ft'* ■>•'- ••'■n-'tl \»M-fn>-1v |ir><*it*i:*rol |)ir (wanuTulMt HI -Y MlV 
(ilai«« « .< ^» --«( • i(A> '>t •.««ti« fir.t f « ■ M t • m ' t « n f •» « h -if tii«liit«nftn •> tv th« <»«iMr, 
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About this time I found my people so uncomfortable yt we 
must divide from each other, which was exceeding grievous to 
me. The reason why I received no more from y™ this year was 
because they withheld wickedly what I was to have had Justly 
by their own offer and former fulfilment because I preached up 
Imposition of Hands on Baptized believers as such (tho I made 
no bar upon yt account), this, and this only was y« reason why 
they began y« quarrel with me." So y^ all which I had from 
them for y« service of 8 years and two months, t. c, from the 1st 
of Nov 1725, to the 1st of January 1729, amounts by the most 
exact account to £217 6s lOd 

That is, in the year 

1726, £85 148 6d To buUding, 48 11 

1727, 98 12 4 SmaU gifts, 26 14 
1728, 



£85 


148 


6d 


98 


12 


4 


88 









£217 6 10 Total, £287 11 M) 

Note that there are 85 persons more in the church y° was when 
I came to the Island; 4 yt I Baptized Joined to Swanzey church 
who lived there. So that all y^ ever I Baptized are 29 persons ; 
and 9 I received to special church communion who were before 
Baptized. The whole church when I came consisted of but 17 
members, 10 males and 7 females.** There was no public singing 
till I came, and by y« blessing of heaven introduced it." In y« 
time of my administration there was one excommunicated, Sept. 
11, 1727 ; two set apart, one for drunkenness, one for disordered 
brain, Feb. 22d, 1728. Three were as I trust thro grace translated 
to glory thro the gate of death. 

Here I think proper to note the line on my father's side, and 
would on my mother's, but I don't know certainly. 
My grandfather Mr. John Comer was born Apr. y® 26, 1644. 
My grandmother Mrs. Elinor Comer was bom July y« 20, 1644. 

» Mr. Comer's language is very explicit, " this and this only was y« reason why they 
began y« quarrel with me," Some later writers hare assigned other reasons for this sepa- 
ration of pastor and people. The chnrch was certainly rery reprehensible for attempUng 
to withhold from its pastor the salary due him. No action on his part could warrant it in 
treating him with injustice, or eren with discourtesy. Two members influential in the 
body were largely responsible for leading it into this wrong course. 

" The Church Records say that *' at y« time of y Division in y« church [occasioned by 
Mr. White] there were in full communion 29 persons, 12 males and 17 females." Of these, 
ten " joyned in full with Mr. White in y« time of j* diviHion." 

•8 •< Singing, which seems to have fallen into disuse, was re-introduced into the public 
worship." Ifi4t. of tht Church, p. ?fy. The church used ** psalmody " in public worship afc 
early as 1652, and without any doubt from Uie b^inning. 
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My (kther Mr. John Cbinor wan torn Aujrujit y« i:^ 1674. 
My niather Mr«. Mary I'omer wan bom May y« 96, 1680. 
John Comer, Jr., wa« bom Auicunt y* !•*, 1704. 
Harah Comer watf bom June y* 14, 171)6. 

Here I record the birthii of my chikireti. 

John the mn of Jn« and Sarah Comer was bom Feb7 y« 2*, 
17-W or 1727. 

Harah the <laughier of Jn« and Sarah Comer wa« bom Janr y 
8»k, 17& or 1729. 

Mary the daughter of Jn* and Sarah Comer was bom June y 
14**, 1731. 

By riBaiion of building and my people beginning to lie uneaale 
with mf% I can mfely and truly my, Only on y^ account of my fidth 
in, and public pn^aching of, >*« doctrine of ImpoHition of Hands oo 
Ilafitist^d beiieven as 8uc*h, I was ex (toned to inconceivaitle difll* 
cuIUcm; for w« I expected to rpcpi>v of y*> as I used lo do, waa 
in a wry sinfUl manm*r withheld fhim me, so y^ I was forced to 
impn>\i* y* money 1 took up upon use to defhiy y« charge of 
building for >*« support of my fiimily, for I had but 88 pounds of 
y» for >•• last year, 1728, 

Hen* I Hhall note the bonds I have gi vt»n that so ail things may 
appear cltmr, if 1 should not live to cl(*ar >**>. 

Sept. the /^. 1728, I gave Capt, Wil* IN^kcom a mortgi^re 
txind for «'iO pounds y^ 1 toolc for nu* of >*• C4iloiiy*s money, for 
which I am obliged to |iay annually 60 shilliiigfi; and the whole 
as y Oilony cuiN It In. 

<Mi»lM'r the 14^, 1728, I gave sUter Klix^ Barker a Uind for 40 
poun^ifi, to iHiy annually, £S 4s. (k\, 

IHvviiiUt the SH, 17:^, I ga\H* Mr. John (kllin a iMind for fiO 
pountU. to |iay annually, £S (K Od. 

ThtM* Uxuift 1 enten^d Into In the year 17:>i; so that all the una 
[inU*rtwt] I |iaid thU year was £H Itn. (id. 

This day I ami my iMHipIc met at KldiT IVckoom'a 

jmm m. nm Ho^*^ i^^d I hail a dlMiiib««lon by a vote fhiin y« to go 
t4> any chun*)i 1 tiiouicht pn>iM*r** 

At altout 12 of y^ clock this night, my !4(xY>nd child SttrttA 
biirn. 
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This day I passed under hands by Mr. Daniel 
" ' Wightman, and offered for transient communion 
until Spring, or till I saw how Gkxi in his Holy Providence might 
dispose of me. 

I preached in Mr. Wightman's congregation P. M. 
from Jno 20 : 17. Mr. Sam» Maxwell supplying my 



I«ord'a D., Ifl. 

pulpit. 

23. 



This day Dean George Berkeley"* arrived here 
with his spouse and a young ladle in companie, in 
order to find a suitable place in America to settle a colledge; he 
was 4 months and 16 days to Virginia, where he made but a short 
stay ; so to Newport he was 6 months. He is reputed a man of 
moderation. 

Being on Saturday evening a violent storm of snow 

* ' ^* attended with sharp lightning and hard thunder, 

which struck y® west of y« English Church broke 9 quaries 

[squares] of glass, melted y« lead in sundry places, and in several 

parts of y« windows it burnt y« frame to a coal. 

j^ This day was found a number of persons in y« act 

of counterfeiting y« public bills of credit of this 
Colony .•• 

Here follows an exact coppie of y« Articles drawn up by y 
money makers, who were discovered by Mr. Brown (who en- 
graved y« plate) Feb. 17, taken from y« original by me thro y« 
favour of y« King's Attorney, Mr. Daniel Updike, 
^^' Feb. ye 19th. 
Whereas we, Nicholas Oatis, Samuel Hallet and David Bich- 
ards, have unanimously Joined in a firm League and Contract to 
use our best endeavors in our respective places to make and put off 
without discovery a quantity of paper money. In consideration 

^ Considering his brief stay in Newport, Dean George Berkeley made « profound im- 
pression upon the town. In punuanco of h's parpoee to found at Burniuda, or at lome 
other more suitable place in America, a college for Uie benefit of Indian youth, he arriTod 
at Newport in 1729, where he intend(»d to make his headquarters, and collect material for 
his contemolated institution. About two miles out of town he purchased a farm and built 
a house, which he called Whitehall. " Not far f^nm his house, among what are known aa 
the Hanf^ng Rocks, is a natural alcove, which, opening to the south and roofed with stone, 
commands an eztensiTC riew of the ocean. Here tradition says that Berkeley wrote his 
* Alciphron, or Minute Philosopher,' which was printed in Newport by James Franklin." 
The Dean was attended by a corps of literary men and artists, among them Smibert, who 
gave an impetus to American art. Soon after his arrival a philosophical society wm 
formed, which somewhat later, in 1747, gave birth to the Redwood Library. Disappointed 
in his original purpose, he gave his farm to Yale College, and in 1731 returned to England. 
—Arnold, Jlist. R, L, II., 99 ; Biog. Cyclop, qf R, I. 

M To counterfeit these bills of credit had been declared felony bj an act of the Qeoenl 
Assembly. 



i 
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thereof for a Airthor proof ainl conflnnation of our fldi^lity with 
mfp<H*t to t*ai*h otht*r*M Haff*ty, wo haw takt^n a fw>U*iiin <Hith to 
o\ms*rv^ and fulflll y« followiti}^ Articles of AKnH*nif*nt riiaih* this 
7**» tlay of Januar>% In y« '-N yinir of y» rt* Ijrn (»f < it-oiv** iUv SiH^ond, 
Kin^of <in«at Britain i%4- Anno iKunlni 172m or 17J!». (I) That 
daninntion ^hail U* the |i«»rtion of him or y» (U*t whati<MH*vt*r 
|iunlHhni«*nt ht* infliiiiHl ufion tht*ni) who l>y siMiikihtr, writintr,(^- 
Ifnivln^Tf <»r any othtT way or nu'Hiw wliatjMwvtT, nmk«*?* known or 
dl«^t>v«TH anything? of th«^j*o our pnK^'^xlinjr*. (*J) Thi'n^nhall none 
othtT \n* tnk(*n in an |iartm*r without >*« cx>a««(*nt and appn>liation 
of all o»n4i'nM*(|. (.'i) No om* nlmll lay any claims t«» th<* plato and 
othtT niutiTiabi tlu*n*unto U*lon^in^« hut f*ac*h of uk nhall have an 
cH|ual nhariMir iwirt thorfln. N\»ithi»r nhall tlioy Ih» di«»i>«*N«Hl of. 
(I> \W Nit*hola.H OutiH and StunuH llall«*t ohlip* and hind our* 
wlvi*^ Jointly and Ht-vrnilly to print and put off all y» hilU we 
nmki'yt tho (Vmifianif* -^hall Jud^v* |)a*«i;d»l«*. (."i) 1 iHivld Hirhards 
ol>livn* niy<«t*lf to UHi» my utni<M ^kiU to i*\ip\ all that in nnnlo. (6) 
On demand >** (*om|iani<***hall pnMlun* and ^vo In an oxart, true 
and faithful luxnmnt of y« pnM^H^lliiir*, un<l n'n«h*r to inu*h om» a 
thini nf y* pHMluii' or mon«'y n^^Mvi^l without n*j<fr\'injf or k«"«»p» 
Injf onr |wnny to him or y^i^^lvi'H undl^^iiviTiil to all itmivriH'd 
hen*ln. 

NoiH» >hull put <»ff or (iiu?<i» to U» put off iil»oNT 'JiK jut wt*ek 
without a-'kinj: Nmvo and t^'ttin^ a toU*nitiou cnirit<*d hy t^»n«*<nit 
of all cfHM^'nanl. Anv mw "ihall at anv tiiiii* mil v» n^t to pro- 
dutv th«*ir niont'y which **hall forthwith U* don<s and In ctuie 
th<*n* in r<»und <lin)ini**h4^l of any one*** dut* pn»|Mirtion alM»vi» ye 
limiti*ii Mini of 2ik^. |M*r wti*k without <^»n*«4*nt, li<* or thry •*hall 
forfrit to him <ir y«« y* HtundH rhnir of thi-^ a>rni'nirnt .'lO |»oundi« 
inirn'Ot hllN of rn'^ilt niii of hl«» or tlM»ir own >»toi*k. 

If anyoiu* i** tn'trnyi**! or in inipri'Mim««l or m<"«*t'* with any other 
ox|M<n*<i* or tnmhlf* on thb* tuxmunt y** rorn|iani«» ^^hall imt of thoir 
iMtrtitniiar •*t*K-k, Iwmr tlwir pn»i»ortloii of y^ Uvm In dffhiylnif of 
thr r!iarvfi» and u«<i* all n'iiul^lto m«iinH fnr hl«» n'll«*f. n<«l !«ve 
y* Kiiij;. pn»*iMTour projfpii** h(*n*in,and ki^'p u** from all tndtoni. 

rht*n «*arh and 4>v<*r>' on<Mif u*« taking >*« liil»lo In our hamla 
*\\'»n* l»y y*" «N»nti»nt«< th«»n*»f. to olirt4»r\*r th«*^n Artirli-* of Ajrrw*- 
m«*nt and fulfil y* mums an wltmipM our haocb >*• <lay antl date 
lM»fon* nit*ntioiMHl. 

Saviki. Ham. in*. 
Nitnoi.A- Oatim. 
David Uk iiakuii. 
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P. S. — Whereas we, Hannah Hallet and Joanna Oatis, have 
been knowing to and concerned in y« foregoing Articles and our 
assistance (as heretofore) will be required to act in our husbands' 
absence in their stead and place, w^ we promise flEdthfully to per- 
form to y« best of our understanding, for y« interest, preservation 
and safety of y« Ck)mpanie, and as there is none made privie to 
y« s^ Articles of Agreement, we by ye above written solemn oath 
bind ourselves to secrecy not to declare on any account w^ver 
anything contained therein, as also to observe and fulfil ye afore6<t 
Articles in every particular, as witness our hands ye 23^ day of 
January, 1728 or 1729. 

Joanna Oatis. 
Hannah Hallet. 

A number of Baptists, Churchmen, and Quakers, 

J^^3 in all 30 persons, belonging to ye township of Reho- 

both, were committed to Bristol Jail, by reason of their 

refusing to pay ye ministers' rate.*^ The measles brought into 

town, and spread. 

Mond 10 ^ went to visit ye prisoners at Bristol with Mr. 

Steplien Gorton. Upon ye request of ye prisoners I 

Tuesday. 11. pleached this day in ye old prison at Bristol, from 

Psalm 86 : 11. Sundry of ye town attended ye meeting. Alter 

meeting I returned home. Blessed be Qod, 

I think to insert this account. The ministers of ye Epi«oopal 
church have some of y™ received ye Primitive and Apostolical 
order of Baptism by a total Immersion in water. Mr. Usher" of 
Bristol in y© month of January 1724 or 1725 Baptized Mr. Car^ 
penter of y* town. Mr. Piggot •• of Providence in ye month of 
July 1726, Baptized Mr. Nathi Brown of Rehoboth his two 



^ Two othen were added afterwards to the number of prisoners. A Ikt of their namet 
is given bj Rackns in his NUtory, I., 518. " For refusing to pay that year's tAz to Joho 
Greenwood and David Turner, ministers of that town, twentv-eight Baptists, two Quakers, 
and two Episcopalians, were seized and imprisoned at Bristrtl, by Jonathan Bisworth and 
Jacob Ormsbee, coni^tablos of Rehoboth ; the main of thorn on March 3. 1729." " As no other 
way appeared of deliverance firom a nauseous place which had injured their health, bat 
payintr said taxes and costs, this was soon after done by their friends."— /6M. 

* This was the Rev. John Usher, the second rector of the Episcopal Church in Bristol 
(then under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts), succeeding Mr. Orem about 172^. 

** The Rev. Ororge Piggot was sent by the Society for the Propagation of the (iospel Id 
Foreign Parts as a missionary into New England; he flrat went to Stratford, Conn., in 
1722 ; th* following year to Providence, where ho was settletl over the newly formed Epi^ 
copal church, the first in Providence, and the third in the C-ttlony. (gathered during tba 
reign of the First George, it was in his honor called King's Church ; in 1794, it received the 
name of St. John's Church. — Staple's AnnaU qf Jhrov, 
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cUuKHt4*nf and two nien mort^ tofcether. Mr. Mark-8|)arrciw ^ 
[Mit^piuranJ uf Narrowinuii«it [NarrainuiM<t] BaptiM*d Mr, 
Cham of N. port oq iihode InUtul, in y mooUi of November, 
172H, 

A man wan found drowned at Capt. Mallbooe'ii 
***** *' [MalUme'tfJ wharf. 'Tin he yrvm drowned y* Decem- 
ber before: for a man wan y mim^ fVom a \TiweL 

ThU (Uy Mr. Maxwell lief^An to keep nchool. It 
**■ won't lai«t lonjr, i U»lleve, 

Thin <biy 1 obtalmMi thin nmiarkable rotation fW>m 
Ai>ru». (^pi^ U4iU«rt <hurdm»r'i« own mouth, vie,, A nloop 
Imund (him Ni*w|»«>rt on Khode Inland umter y» command of 
Ili>b<*rt (huthivr toy« Uland of Ant4«c|ua^ whoMaileil thenoiMin the 
2'»th of HepU»iii»«T'l7:>, lieinK in y» latitude of ST. The niffht 
U'f«irp y« woniifrful Htil vation wan wnniiclit, w^ 1.h y^ nubjtvt matter 
of thin Halation, y* ciiur^i* lieinK ^'t South and by Went, but they 
who fitiMMl at [th«*] helm x'ariiHl a }M)int and nteered H<Hith South- 
\V«f«t, and tho tb«\v wi*n» fault<«il for thin xiiriation, yet (ff<id M> 
onli'n'il it in hi?* Holy PnivldeiMv y* tlM*y ntiMifl y point, not- 
withMiimlintr, w^ hml th<*y nUnu\ iMx^iniinK to <inler th<*y could 
not have dlm^»Vfn^l y» wn«i'k, wblrh iiiul m^^hh^I to dinH*t y» to. 
And not only "^o but y nlKbt Iwfon* y* tlimHivi'rx' y* Tapt wan 
wtiktil oiitof mU<i*p .% or H time?* by an uru^minion dn*um of nf^*inic 
ntnmjT iiifo y« wrn» ni> t»n»krn y« beo»ijlc| Mimv uiHl«*r«taiid y» 
A*'., which no afft'ctiHl him y« he jn»t u|ion dtvk under irn*at c^>nci*m 
of tiiiiicl n«>t knouini; wi» it should iiM'an. In y* morning alniut 
7 of y» cloi'k, b«» n^ilviil ia lnf«irm y* mate and in»in>c forward to 
do •Ml, he t^pi<il aU»ut a l<«tt|nie dif*timt nom(*thinK tloatlnic on y« 
wiit«T. I'lNni u^ ho <»nUTi'il one to ijt* to y» niant ht^ail ; u|w>n 
[thio] h<* di.<«^ivi*n'd ni«*n t(» U* on tiocinl holding up a mill to y». 
Thl"4 U'iiitf on \ViH|ne«Mlay, <Mi4n*ry» HUh. l*|»on >•• «linii»very 
wh«-n<<»f th«*y nimlo up to y* wnn-k and in aUnjl half an hour 
cani«» up with h«T, niu\ flmllnfr men on Uwnl, njwM'dlly fr»>t out >*• 
Iniut ami fftrh'l y* dl«*tn*^*t |n*r*<»n«», U»injf <l in numU*r; u|Min 
whirh tb<\v n*liiti<<l their mul «^indition unto y» an<l by thin in- 
fortimtiori th«*y found th«» wnfk to U» a f*loi>p belonirint; to New 



«; ! urr-.' tn \\r t^iX'^X at «%i>otli KlnrH--* n. ftfi<| oilnUtrrpd — |iU»ly i«« *«(. l*a«Pt 
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Haven in Connecticut, named by Mr. Samuei Miles of y* place, 
who in September set out from thence bound to Antequa. Who 
upon ye morning of y« Lord's Day, Sept. 29th, just before y« day 
broke, being in y« same latitude in which they were found (for y« 
vessel lay like a log on y« water) y« wind being then at East South 
East and East N. E. blowing excessive hard, and ye sails furPd, 
scudding before it; y« vessel ship't a sea which carried all upon 
deck over. We being 14 persc>n.s in all, 11 Whites and 3 N^roes, 
viz., Mr. Westbury, a passenger, his wife and two children, a son 
and a daughter, myself, 6 hands and 3 Negroes. At ye time of ye 
great seas breaking in there were 8 men upon deck w*» were 
washed away. It broke ye mast midway and ye waist of ye vessel, 
and carried away ye quarter deck, and broke in ye bulk head of 
ye cabin. Mr. !Miles, Mr. Westbury, his wife and two children 
and a Negro were in ye cabin, 6 in number, upon which we got 
[ym] upon deck as soon as possible (save ye Negro) who was sup- 
posed to be there drowned, and immediately a 2^ sea came and 
carried away Mr. Westbury's wife, but ye other hold were pre- 
served (tho we were 4 in number) ; as soon as 'twas possible to 
recover sense after this sea, ye Master hearing a noijrc in ye water 
of some struggling (being just alK)ut day dawning), and finding 
'twas two men who held by ye main sheet, all possible help 
was got for y™ and got y™ on ye hull of ye vessel w*^ y™ (there yn 
being 6 in number) and finding ye vessel's stern sinking, with 
great difficulty by ye help of ye boom tackle fall (?) they all got to 
ye head of ye ves?^?l. Ye middle y" being 3 feet under water and 
ye head only remaining about a foot out of water there they lay 
w^ ye sea washing over y™. And God who is a God working, 
wonders found out a way for their preservation. Six sheep which 
were washt overl)oard swam to y™ and were a means to support 
yra about one week. 

Note, ye storm af^er it had continued about 24 hours abated and 
tlie weather as CJod onlered it was calm till ye night after they 
were taken up ; which had y* l)een so great as y° to an eye of 
reason they had all |H»risho(l. But with God all things are pos- 
sible. With Prise (?) they got two hogsheads of water and 
some come out of a liogshead, and by ye water lx»ing over ye 
middle part of ye vessel a dolphin swimming in and lodged in ye 
sail w*» they had preserved, one of ye men ci\tehed it in his arms 
w*» help't y«». And thus in this sad condition they remained 
often laying y^selves down being wholly without expectation of 
ever seeing land again or having any longer time or opportunity 
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uf f%hf»wintf f<irth (ifMlV |iniim^ Hut unexiMH'tt^t cU^Hvithimx* iiuiie 
a/U*r tht*y hiul lain 17 (layn In y«(U<«»tMvt fliiitnM« hy a n»iimrkHble 
ovemiliiiir l'ri>\i<K»n«», On Monday, CMii^liiT y** 21, 17>, and 
thru <tfMrH pHMhun«« they aiu'lionnl tsifo In Ant<i|ua, an<l Mr. 
Hanii MiU*M ainl iHw nion* y^ntun<* day hail an f»p|Mirtunity to [i^i] 
to N. York, iumI arrUxnl th4*n* huA* and liail an o|i|Hirt unity to 
n*tuni to hU hoUM* ami nhow how icnitt thln^ y« lionl had done 
for him. 

ThiH relation I n^vivt^d tnnn VnpU (tanlmT thU M of Ap. 
17:**. 

ThU clay catno up >•♦ oano of y« mon<*y tnak<*ni to 
trial (navt* Sani^ HalU*t who wan at mm and I>. 
UirluirtU whfiHi* infli(*tin<*nt hml a flaw In It ho y« It wtii* ri*fi*m<(l 
to y^ nrxt S«*|»t ixiurtl. Hannah llall<'t wiui rUiutHl. N. Oat in 
aiHl hin wlf<* found ^ilty ; ht* t4) |iay loO |M)un<lH aimI hU wife* .Vl, 
or U» dipt. 

Thin day alM> a vafcrant pi*rM»n waii whipt at y« cartV taill thn> 
y* town for Htinilln^. 

Thin <*vf*nln^ aUtut lo of y* dork In y^ Northirn 
Umnl [tky) ap|Mtiri*(| an awful li);ht niU4*h lik«»yt, 
Oii, ;H, I7*>; oim» half towanN y» Wi^t wiim m r>* n^il and many 
tiatnintr -|«-.in« in it ; and y« fmrt towanln y* Hiu«t wnn wry |mh» 
and li^ht, it had a -low motion towanU y«' Miint and contlnut^t 
itonw ii»n*»idi nit»l<* tiuM*. 

NidiolanOati^MiMid in \-*pillorv.'"'an<l hail hUiiir* 
f'lipt for mukinir moiM*y. lli«« wifi**f( n^lationn |iaid 
h€*r flnr. Till* i«« v* i*»> lii«tan<i* of thi^ nutun* in v» <*«»lonv. 

(Mr. NVhiti* flr^t m«*t in hln nrw m<<<*tintr hou«iO 
•'•'" in April 17:t.».) This iluy .Mr. .Maxwdl \vf\ off 

Thi-^ dav .'I v«iir* I wu-* onlHin<<<l t«» v*" w«»rk of %•♦ 
MM^nil minirttry, th«* 1.4inl ^'nint nu* hi** trnMv to \n* 
faithful to •KHiU, ami lH*lp tuv to wutrh for wmU an on«» y* muf«t 
iflvf itn :ii^^Hint, lldi. i:i : 17. rhr>'*i»«tom nay?*, I mnM^ndwr, y« 
that SiTiptun* oiu^mhI an (nirth4|uak«* within him and |»nMlufi*il 
holy tn*nil>lin); in hi«* f«»ul. o y* I may fi'ar my n*nd*««iMY«<i In y^ 

••* %n • 1 1 lt« r«-.|-itr«« nk h !«•« I«» fUrt>l«h »t«»lf «lth • |«alr ••/ •• «•! « wtwrvlM |« •rr^r^ 
nAr*4'r» U i ti* tliii# fa*h«-r*«>f Ihr ( •> ••«!▼ pr^'Vltta*! r r iH» riitr^n lU* :«rr*«l .'•■•»* fft. 

• !*'<-nt «ttli '» r |«i>.;k •afrit ihrv •« th* ••Jn^iltti* »•*! I tti«i IVr«it<»'« »x*lr •! tkr |««tltc 

• f •: f ■'fr.'r.i iKrif 'i(«rny an'l tlif « •tit n.4 h*"*!!*!* I leal «!• N 1 1 • ra tn a ftr trr» •ti>| 
•.im*%'m>"» ntmt.r**r TV* ■§••!«« nf |«in'«li«>rcti «hr •». i|«finf |«*«* ii»* •'■«rti« tlk« |i|iV»r7, 
%h>9 Hi|if4>»t--*>t itAffi !• av^crttl i mI^jmN*, «*r«- tb<M» tk«» !• wfiM ta {.a^LmkI. 
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care of precious souls and may be excited to greater watchfulness. 
Yet Lord I hope I can say, if I know my own heart, I desire to do 
good to souls. And now since my circumstances are altered upon 
y« commotion in my flock, and since I stand at this day in no 
pastoral relation to any particular flock of Christ, ye Lord fit and 
dispose me for an installment over any flock where in his holy 
Providence he may cast me, either here or elsewhere, and grant 
me y« conduct of his Spirit y* my ministry may be blessed for y« 
eternal benefit and salvation of many souls. 

This day Mr. Samuel Maxwell left my flock and 
Lord a D., 35. ^gjj^ ^ Church [Eplscopal]. Strange doings. 

The first week of this month Mr. James Updike, 
of Narraganset, going in a small boat alone a fishing, 
being gone two days, y« boat was y^ found on y« backside of Ckjn- 
nanicut and he in it dead. 'Tis supposed he fainted and so died, 
suddenly ; for he had rolled up his line, and everything on board 
seemed as tho he had done and was returning home. 

This day came on y« Yearly Association here,*** it 
^*' is supposed to be y« largest Convention y* ever hath 
been. There were present of ministers : 

Mr. James Clarke (in ye 80th year of his ^ 

Mr. Mel Wightman, of Newport. 

Mr. John Comer, J 

Mr. James Brown,^" of Providence.'^ 

lo This was the Yearly Meeting of the Six Principle fisptista, with whom Mr. Oomer 
had identified hiicaclf. This Association must hare held its annual meetings for seTend 
years ; Mr Comer speaks of it as something well known. Knight, in hia HUfory (^ the Sis 
Principle BaptisU^ p. 322, states that these Yearly Meetings began ** aboat the close of the 
sixteenth century," he evidently means serenteenth century. The churches were repre- 
sented in the Association by their elders and meaaengers. 

i(* James Brown, son of John and Mary (Holmes) Brown, and grandson of the Ber. Chad 
Brown and of the Rer. Obadiah Holmes, was bom in 1666, and married Mary Harria, grand- 
daughter of William Harris, one of the five original settlers of Providence. The time of 
his ordination to thn gospel ministry hss not been recorded, nor the extent of his term of 
pastoral service. His sister, Martha, married Joseph Jenks, Governor of the Colony flrom 
1727 until 1732. 

>o* At the General Assembly held Tuesday, February 17, 1730-81, It waa ordered, ** for- 
asmuch as the outlands of the town of Providence are larfre and repleniahed with inhab* 
itants sufficient to make and erect three townships besides the town of Proridenee, and 
the land lies convenient," that such division be made.— iZ. /. 0>/. R^c, IV., 443. The three 
towns thus created out of the " outlands " were Smlthfield, Scituate, and Gloucester. The 
four churches in Providence mentioned in the text fell by the pariition Into diflbrait 
townships; one church being in Providence, whose minister was James Brown; two in 
Smithfleld, the minister of the one Jonathan Sprague, and of the other Peter Place; the 
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Mr. Jonathan Sprague ** (in y« 82 year of his age), of Provi- 
dence. 
Mr. Nicholas Eyre8,*°* of New York.**" 



fourth church in Scituate, under the ministry of t^aniuol Fisk. Judge Staplei, AnnaUqf 
PiW.f 419, hu fallen into a slight inaccuracy, in speaking of " one [church] in that part [of 
ProTidence] subsequently called Smithfield," inasmuch as there were two. 

1^ Jonathan Sprague, son of William Hprague, of Hiugham, was born in IMS.— Sarage, 
Otneal. Diet. He lived in Weymouth, and fell under the censure of the General Court of 
Maiaachusetls, the sentence of court being passed against him in Boston, April 28, 1674 ; he 
then remored to rroTldenco.— /6<d. If, as is probable, he can be identifled with the Jonathan 
Sprague mentioned in the Rhode Island Colonial Records, he bee me somewhat prominent 
in the town of his adoption. Ho was admitted a ft'eeman of thj Colony of Ithode Island, 
May 8, 1681 ; terred on a committee to adjust taxes in 1692; was deputy for Proridonce in 
1699, 1700, 1703, 1706-1710, 1714; was in 1703 Speaker of the Uouse, and member of the 
auditing committee. 

Mr. Sprague was also a Baptist minister, and served as pastor of a church in Providenoe. 
He was a man of rigorous intellect, and wielded a trenchant pen. That he did not forget 
the treatment he had received in Massachusetts is made evident by a letter of his, dated 
February 23, 1722. This letter is given in Aill by Staples, AnnaU qfProv., p. 434. Three Con- 
gregational miiiistom wrote to the authorities of I*rovidonce asking " whether the preach- 
ing of our ministers in Providence might not be acceptable" ; and suggested " that a small 
meeting houHe should be built in your town to entertain such as are willing to hear our 
ministers." To this letter Mr. Sprague, in behalf of " the inhabitants of the town of Prov- 
idence," made reply. An anonymous answer was printed at Boston, under date September 
7, 1722, containing the action of the Court against Sprague. Mr. Sprague made rt^oinder, 
January 24, 172:{, staling that one of the witneMes against him " in that case at 'Boston, 
was afterward brought to repentance and Joined the Baptist Church ho belonged to in 
Providence."— Backus, Hut., II., 9, 10. Mr. Sprague died in Sniithfleld in January, 1741, 
aged ninety-three years. 

i<» Nicholas Eyres was bom in Wiltshire, England, August 22, 1691 ; came to this country 
and settled in New York about 1711 ; the following year invited the Rev. Valentine 
Wightman to visit him and preach in his house; as a result of the preaching Mr. 
Eyres and a number of others were converted and baptised, and formed "a Qen- 
eral or Arminian Church," and in 1728 built a house of wortthip on Golden Hill ((lold 
Street). In October, 1731, Mr. Eyres removed to Newport and became co-pastor with the 
Rev. Daniel Wightman, of the Second Church. AHcr the death of the latter, ho l)ocame 
chief pastor with Rev. Gardner Thurston as aasistant, by whom, at his death, February 
18, 1759, he was sucoctded in the pastorship. Morgan I-Mwards says, Mr. Eyres "left 
behind him heaps of manuscripts, some polemical, some doctrinal, some political, for 
which he was every way qualifled." 

lOT A brief notice of this " Arminian Baptist Church " is given by Morgan Edwards , also 
by Willinm Parkinson, in his */t4fr</e« />£frotir#«. When Mr. Eyres left the church it had 
already become "much broken"; " some of them," said Mr. Eyres, in speaking of the 
church, " deserted under a pretence of love to the principles of absolute election and pre- 
destination."— Backus, II., 29. The church soon after diasolveil. The way was being pre- 
pared for another organisation. About the year 174A, some who had been members of this 
church, together with others, formed themselves into a Calvinistic Baptist Church, since 
known as the First Baptist Church in New York City. 

Long before these Iblwrsof Mr. Eyres, the place had been visited by two stalwart Baptists 
fW>m Newport, Obadiah Holmes and Samuel Hubbard, possibl/ on a missionary tour. 
Hubbard says, " Brother Obadiah Holmes and I went to the Dutch and Gravescnd, and to 
Jamaica, and to Flushing, and to Uamsted, and to Cowbay, Ist October ; oam^e ho|ue ^^t^i 
Noveml»er, 1657.** 
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Mr. Valentine Wightman, of Groton.** 
Mr. Philip Tabor,'« of Dartmouth.*" 
Mr. Stephen Gorton, of New London."^ 
Mr. Daniel Everett,"^ of South Kingston."* 

Met this morning at Mr. Wightnmn's house, 82 
Mond., as. p^j-gQpg jjj jjj^ yj2. g mlnistors, 8 deacons, 21 brethren. 

There are of churches in communion 18 distinct bodies. In 
Providence, besides those above mentioned there are two under 
ye care of Mr. Peter Place "* [and] Mr. Samuel Fisk.*" In y« 

i<* This was the first church of this order la Connecticut, gathered about 1705. The two 
Wightmans, father and son, filled the pulpit of this church for a period of more than 
eighty years. This church gare name to the Association known as The Oroton Confer- 
ence, formed at a much later date.— Backus, //m/., II., 414, 510, 516. 

lo Elder Philip Tabor was with others imprisoned May 25, 1723, ** in the common Jafl at 
New Bristol," where he remained for thirteen months, for refttsing to pay the tax assessed 
by the town for the support of the minister of the ** standing order." A petition in behalf 
of the prisoners, drawn possibly by Mr. Tabor, was presented to King George, and an order 
was granted for their release.— Backus, //u/., I., 500. Mr. Tabor died Norember, 1752. 

110 The genesis of the Dartmouth Church was as follows : ** John Cooke, whose name we 
meet with on the first and on nearly erery page of the early records of the town, tm a deputy 
and a selectman, filling rarlons offices of trust and honor, was a Baptist minister for many 
years."— 0/d Dartmouth Centennial^ p. 86. Mr. Cooke had been connected with the church 
in Plymouth, but embracing Baptist views had become a member of the First Church in 
Newport. He labored as a preacher *' in Dartmouth many years, from which labors,** sayi 
Backus, Abridgetnent, p. 135, " sprung the Baptist Church, in the east borders of TlTerton.** 
Of this church In Tiverton, Benedict says, JlUt., I., 603, that it " was formed in the adjoining 
town of Dartmouth about 1685 ; the members at first lived In Dartmouth, Tiverton, and 
Little Corapton." Mr. Tabor was the third pastor of the church. Having removed its " seat 
fh)m Dartmouth to Tiverton," says Benedict, *'lt continues to the present day,'* and haa 
since been known, says the editor of Backus, " as the First.Baptist Church in Tirerton, 
R. I." 

111 This church at New London, the second of its order in Connecticnt, was formed 
NoTeniber 28, 1726 ; but after a few years it was " dissolved.*' 

lis Elder Daniel Everett continued to serve the church until his death ** soon after 1700." 

1" This church existed " as early as the year 1725." S. F. Hanc^k, in a HUtorieal Sketch 
of the. Pint Baptist Church of South KingxtoKn ( Wakejleld), says: " Knight, in a statement of 
doubtful Accuracy, places its origin in K)**0 (Knight's //iVf., pp. 278, 319). Benedict follows 
Knight. Other indications point to a date later than 1710." About the year 1750, " Elder 
David Spragne, from North Kingstown, who had changed from 'general redemption' to 
' particular,' dis.<<eminated the latter views in the church. Divisions ensued, and the church 
finally became extinct. I^asc Backus, writing in 1784, says that it had then * long been dia- 
solv»<l.» "—Ihtd. See also Cenionary of the First Baptist Church in Siiuth Kingstoun (1881), a 
pamphlet of 91 pp. 

114 Peter Place, of Providence, perhaps son of Pe»er, of Boston, swore allegiance to Charles 
II. in May, 1682. — Savsge, Geneal. Diet. Knight is certainly in error when, havingspoken 
of the death of .Tonathan Sprn^rue, hp ^ayn : " Elder Peter Place succeeded him, and perhspe 
was his colleague."— 7/u/., ]>. 207. He evidently coti founds two distinct churches, both in 
Providence, and at tl)c time of the division, both were set olT with that part called 
Sniithfield. 

i» Knight, Hist., p. 270. says, Mr. Fiske was ordained in August;i727, and died about 1744. 
This church, at the time of the division of Providence, fell into the new town called 
Scituate. 
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Uiwn of Hwanxi*y imh» under >•• am? of Mr. Jup«*|>h MmwHi.''* In 
>•• town of Warwick om» umU*r >•• imn* of Mr. MaiuiMMih 
Mmrtin.''' In North Kln^o^ton om* umitT >• amv of .Mr. Uirlianl 
Hw«^«t."* 'Tl.H Mjp|Mim^l then* wvrv 'i.'Mi (^>inniunU*iuitf« aiul luw 
AudiUifH. Kmh of tlH-wi* held >•♦ Un-trliM- of <ien» lUHirniptltjn.'** 

T»H»w an* 3 other rhuivhe* y* hold >** I>«n-trlne of Kn*e (Jmcv.** 
OtH»at Newjiort umler >•• tmn* of .Mr. NVllllain IHvktxim, formerly 
my rt<M'k. i Mh» at Swanwy undir y* i-an'of Mr. Kphralm NVhen- 
toii. Om» at litmttm uinler y* iiiiv of .Mr. hAMvk i*alk»n<ler. 

There aie twt> ehurrhw in y* olim»rvatlon of >•• 7th ilay."* One 

•M TkU tkurrh " «m (ormrd upntL 4iiH«Dt prlMi|4M trxtm (li# ftr««. and 1^*7 ImM Ito 
UtIkc om of Imi»«I* upim rtrrjr m««ilirr ft* a Urm of <^«mmuol(Mt. »»4 tiki ••H fttng la iWir 
^bikc •..fOilp,- M«» IU« k«». naming aom* ».r lb* tlt»tiogut»blniC thMxt i*rt«Cir« «r iKr Ml 
Prtariiktr llafrtkM Hkorrbr* -/fMi.. II , 4.U. rrf«>cli»«f o^imroorj in !«-«. mm oinuau«4 
aatii ft cburth «a* fMrwi*! - Th.^aa* IWrtMw mm ..rUit» J iar»r |*»i*^ to l«9K* ainl tW 
rrUtWrn wa« maOaaol until hU «l««ili. Jun* *. IT"*. Hi* •ttci*«»»r. J««rv4 Umam, brv«kar 
•f *«Mi«u« MMiti. a Mitllrr la 0*««*1.'* arwv. «a* ••rUln«^l pna««*r " la Jalf. |7Q», aa4 
Aiotiauc.! ao till Im d»«l. Maf If. i:4\- at lt*« agv «*/ al»M-t alorty y^mrm.-ihU. 

« nit* cburrli «a* r..ft».^ -a»4 Mr llaAa«M»li Martin mm tk«f anataUr \m4o9m ITJU." 

iMarkua. //»*f. II. til It vaa |*n»haMy f.»rm(«1 n<4 l.ng h*(*n> tlila Ymrijr MflMlaf. 
J-ba IUmru««t va* an AMivtant ^m%-t (rttm lT«« uiil»l hi* ilmitli la 1*^1 — Kntfht. if*st^ 
ITi Mr Martin dl#d Marrh JD. i:%4 /fcU.rS TV r«/lM«t rrr^'r.U ♦ f ihia c *.arr|| Ifcat 
Im*<» hfmu pr«irfT«4 <«iiinai«o«« la 1T41. 

i>« TW rarllaai rvoicdt f>f tliU dkurrh rvftrli liark U% ITin TK# rlmrrli vm. Wwvrar, 
4o*UU-«i raiKrrwl al a aitMrh «iar1lrr 'tatr aa ** rkl«^ T>K»«aaa lt«k«r.«»t»' n/ tl^ flrat ti aa t ara 
ol'tlM*»it rr*n«tf4a Bai^iat itmrrh la Nr«|»>rt. amn afirr Ktt orUinatloo r««»»T<«il Ia 
N .rih kintf«i«>ti, aa<i ralM«1 ut> a r|i«iMli In thai *%r>Ur " Knifhl. lf%Mi . 7*& , llarknB. #/m«. 
II . ^•»< Knighi aaft " In iTl*. Ht« har I •>vrrt va* orUln^*! th#lr |«aa(«r. and r«««tlai*4Ml 
|..arrir il»r«n null aral and aarfala«aa ffirwanv f<«r«. and dMTwaaad a^Mt |7«a* Mr I»a«t4 
f^>ra^u« vna oolalnMl a c«*n««gu* with him aKwii IT**! 

>>* 1'ht* %mtm, 'grtkmnX Tw J^ m iAUtH," U ItahW t«> lur nil«andrr«ffv4 H Aimm »<4 awnaa 
**«tilvrraaiftalvatt<«o.*' twt * aallMllt*! al^ioran^tit " it » a* *»w»r<lm>» rtufJktjmdk %t* n iiraaaat 
that • }U »m af d«««rta« known aa ** Arminlaniv^n -* Tliia «*• tb« dnrirlaal Xalaa <»f IW 
churrkr^ In Nr« l.ttgUnd kn<>«n aa ** Mt iVtrtHplr |la|4lata " WlMtlwv liila ArmtnlaalMB 
«a« *A th# Mk-r^W*! Nr« l.ticUrid Xjim whlrli t*r tSrk < |immH«m f>«Mf «>/ .inrfurrr 1\mi. 
v«. (•; ld*ar^l« A T-rk r.>n«td»ra JVlaatan ««r '**-n»u|Vlacian. or o# ttiat \nf>r r ■■wiaaty 
<«.••! Irrt^l aa nltliln the Until of ihr Urm * # «arf<rl«<r«t •* |i|e thai •# tW W^iWvaM lalav, 
«t4w« ntM r*m^m wttlitn tW arfifv uf iHir prr«r^t lii**#ilraf I^a* It |a «aom %m mnr fmrfaMa la 
a«« tkat tfewna ditirrlMn aU««t tW tl«M < a^vr vm aiafclac th«> ah««T« ••Irtma In lite Dlafy 
m*t9 Mttlltt^ylng rapullr and l«««««ilag f«lfa m^mtmftnm. ffatOTrtall? la Ithmla la4a«Ml. iBl 
a .|«ir*l« U4«f . vbtfo tiMinr a | i|i —f d ** tW gmat avakvalaf* In «>41^r rart* „4 tw r^mntrj,* 
lh>«#(-li«>rrb«« vrrv at rr>t,( If nff<ct«4 -Hark M./^Mf II Ml Mai*T ««/ tH»wi w»fydlawi|ta4 
a*i'l «'«Wr« hcr naa* « al«t»it«tu In d'<rtrlnr aid rrn'mtMpni lli***Iat|nf n if liaa la.* al 
Um»i m a a w aamary t»rvr«qai«it» fo th# ca<«iaMaln« 

'* Tli««a rHnrrliM ««rr < al«lala<lr *«nplia«4aMi tlM> d<Hrtrt»# •# rV^W«n, a»d lada 
l*^'««la«at tW aovrrHgntj of «»«mI la tha vnrk af aaltaikm 4t a lairr prf%n4, aa4ar tW 
;«»*»ra "f W hiirfttfld. tlKT nuMbrr <4 thva* rliarrliea vaa gr^mtlt mm'.upltM 

•f: - In ik# brgtr.nlnffxflM.^. Mr M«f»lM« Maoilbrd. a fW^mth !•«« Ha|4ia« fri^9^ fnmt 
l«.n.Ua at Sr«t».n. a»d Mr |«lPtaM' lllarat. Mr '««aBnH ll«»«*«rd and ntWv »«n»«^ 
rf Mr llarka'a «littrrb. »•»• wmhfrM thm kan^ng n( tli«i day "> Ha. k«a. //mI . 1 . ISC 
Ikat aiav »«4« Si TW •mldtniartaa rliar«H«a m^tm « aWinlailc la d««rltta. 
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at Westerly under y* care of Mr. Joseph Maxson.*" One at New- 
port under y« care of Mr. Joseph Crandal.*" 

In all of Baptist churches in New England, there are 18 in 
number.*"^ 

us Westerly was first settled by colouists from Newport, some of whom were members of 
the First Church. ** Uopkinton was ooce the north part of Westerly, where some of Mr. 
Clarke's church lived, before the separation on account of the SabbaUi took place in 1671. 
Mr. John Crandall was one of them, who was imprisoned with Clarke and Holmes at 
Boston, in 1661."— Backus, Hist., II., 60Q. At the time of the dlTision In the church, the 
brethren at Westerly embraced the views of the Sabbatarians. In 1708, theae brethran 
formed themselves into a church there. Frederic Denison, in his WeiUirly and it$ WU- 
ne$aet, p. 60, says : ** The organization waa formed when the town numbered but 580 inhab- 
itants, in 1708, under Rev. John Maxon, Sen., as pastor, and is still existing as the First 
Uopkinton Seventh Day Baptist Church. Their first meeting house Is believed to have 
been built ' about the year 1680,' and was located on a lot given for that purpose by Peter 
CrandalL" The first pastor was succeeded by his son, John Maxon, Jr. ; the latter was 
succeeded by Joseph Maxon, " son of the first and brother of the second pastor." He was 
bom in 1672, ordained in 178*2 ; on the death of his brother in 1742 he succeeded to the p«»> 
toral office, ** though seventy-five years old " ; he died in September, 1760. 

ua This church, which was formed in 1671, had for its first pastor William Hisoox, until 
he died. May 24, 1704, aged ninety-six, when he was succeeded by William Gibson, from 
London, who was pastor until he died, March 12, 1717, aged seventy-nine. Joseph Cran- 
dall, who had been his colleague for two years, was chosen his successor, and remained Is 
office until his death, September 13, 1737. Backus, Hist., II., 602. Benedict confounds thla 
Joseph Crandall with John Crandall who was fined in Lynn io 1651.— /^<ory, IL, 419. 

^*^H [In examining Dr. Barrows' papers I found the following extracts copied firom the 
Beoords oi the Second Church, Newport, which may be a matter of interest as embracing 
historical facts concerning that church and also concerning an Association which I suppose 
was composed of " Six Principle Churches "—which churches appear to have had ** general 
meetings " at an early date. See Note 102.— J. W. W.] 

J. Extract eoneeming the Secmi Churchy Netcport 

** Ch meetings first held Dec. 31, 1728, for attending to business of the ch. An aoo* of the 
Ume when members were admitted into the ch for y« year 1716 taken from brother Timothy 
Peckhom's note book by reason of there being then no stated record kept by y* voice of the 
ch, transcribed thU 8** day of March, 1729— here is an ace* of y* receipt of membera 10 
years before j* ch app* a Record." 

171G, Dec 10. William Claoobt. 
Jan. 4. Elizabeth Barkbb. 

She removed ab» a year later to the other Baptist ch. [Comer's writing.] 

" The land on which y« meeting house now standeth made over to y church by Mr. 
James Clarke, pastor, who obUlned y deed thereof in his own name October y 2J«, 16»7, 
in which year the first meeting house was built." fJKO. Comkb.] 

** To all Christian people to whom this present instrument may come I James Clarke of 
Newport on Rhode Island in y. Colony of Rhode Island and Providence PlanUtlona Ac 

sendeth greeting. 

"Know y j* whereas I s* James Clarke did buy or purchase a certain piece of land 
lying and being in y town of Newport afores* containing 30 foot from North to Sooth and 
ftt)m East to West and \n bounded Easterly on a highway Northerly and Westerly, on 
Nath» Coddington's land, Southerly by a piece of land left out for a highway, all which lot 
or land was bought by me s* Clarke of Mi^or Nath> Coddlnifton together with all y rIghU 
and privileges thereunto belonging as is set forth more at large and will more fhlly appear 
bf y deed thereof bearing date October 28, 1697. 

** A]k> another piece of land containing 30 foot in length and 40 foot in width and pert of 
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ThU day Mr. J(»hn AcUuuk and I waiu^d on Dean 
^"^^^ CkH>nr(» lkTki*U'y ttt hL« houm^. Kindly tn-aUHl. 

••^ofvlMMt U ft (wrtAlft g«*r« coblftlftlM • UmA la btrwlib fto4 U UilMd fti»4 h o«BA> 4 
!< rthf ».f on •* ( •-Ulocton't Uud. iJwUHj .tO lil«t»»A7 aixl UDd ftlrr*dj In 
of »< « :*rk« Aft«l Wmurtj oa Ual uf •« < Imfkr* and (loullMfl; oo ft wftj.ftt Mftf 
fuily •i'l'^A' *'7 * '**^l «lat«d Mftr. y XI. ITai t»r |7<M. 

- Ki^'iv y« y« I JstuM t'larft* du brrwliy d<vUrv fto«l fNiblUli j* f* mnontf f* 4kl 
tMMh |»iec«» of Iftiid WM euoirib«lH»o nwifirj gl««n hj c^rtftln br^brMi hm^miit ft ft wrt !• 
baiUl • wMHibg houw i>a. fur Ih* worvhl^ «i»il acrvUv of «(«m1. mnd fur lb» ft«*«i wtw U itoi of 
l« MMie I jMvmiAh Oftrk*. Iui>i Wl«btirftu. Juh» (MlUo. John (irwomfta, JftSMft Brova, 
Julia llftau*<^. Jrr«u«lftli W«p4««. Jum|»Ii i artl. Junm ll«rk«r, WUUaai ttbo.*. 
lludWy. Tlaiofby Tr^ kb.48. Trl^f IVvkboM, t»fta> !*m!bm^, Jampk W««S«o, WUUaM <n 
■Ma. Ilaary < Urkf. J.»*a ah««a«a ) 

* U wUaca* I bftv* bflrruoUt m4 mj baad and laal ikto X>< dftj of Jfta*f ITOI or 1707. 

jAMBi CLftJiSft. 

^ JttMH OtaAVP, 

•• WitaiMll J IUjiabsTM WlLLlAMft. 

* Par*uft«lly ft|H«arwl brfura m» ibto •• day of ivbnsarj ITOt or 1707 Jaa«a < tarlia f» 
Mbwrttwf bcrrof aad did n«o and ackauwUdc* y al»*t9 «ritll«a lMtraak#oi lo ba lilt 
M« aad d«««l Aiu»t«d. JuMsi lUjijaaa, JuvUca of paaoa.'* 

* W« lb* l'Jtirt% an,i M«M»ffig«^ of trtwai tU^iM (liurrb«« m#i ftl rrov|dooca<« tba O* 
S>* aad }!• a«yt of JttO«< 1T64 bftro ft^rw^l to <lr<t. lb« (*^tM'rftl MrvHlof* ftl rroTld«oco ft»4 
■vft&frj. «ti.| t- ftri u|i fttt manual a*ta«*iaiu*o <>r tba IU|*il«t <l>urrlMa la Kbudo UtaAd 
|*r%.«M«a « I* ftittjttioQ and tb« adj*<val |«*rU in aiaiitirr ftUlttvlng 

*- I. Tb« Aaa^M ladoa to U b«ld aooaal^j on tb« 3* lliarMlaj in Maf at Iba tova of Prort- 

** ; Kvrry rburrh lo d#t*u^ UirM bfvtbrrn l«> rvftmrat ihrni at tb# aaurtatW^a oadcr Ito 
aa«>«« >f m*'%mt\£vf •l»«>rr«>f oo« •ball t« ao rld»r. tbco* ni««Mrnfrr« lo \m rf»««»tt by tte 
rburch tir the mi^tr |>art lbrr««tf at a mrrlittg pr jMrlf r«»a««o««l (tr tbat |nirT"«a«. 

" Jl !«■!»•». • S thai I rrfiar* a W-ttrr a<l>lrr«M^l 1 • lb# aobvUtl ^o vb<rrvii» ib<» oaaMMOf 
tb' n»f*»* f '• •i>«l. W uk«niif>ii«Kl. lb* Mat' "f tb# rburrb ab«'«o wl'b nrfrrr«K« lo iIm 
a«aif<<-r of •.•#..•!»?« at ibr ttrur. th' n >mU r a>l>lOTl tf>at J9^r. th« i.umI*^ d«>«d. aad tiM 
a«iui« r • t lot aol If iHr < hurxb ah <<a:>l UU-ir un Irr any didLniltv. M) a* lo vaat llM 
ad« trr. <i|.iui r b«lp i>f alatrf ihurrb«<a, that Ih^ •! a<ultf or raa* b# falrij Mal^d !• 

IbMr Irtirr I'r .ts.ird alvayt 7« ao waller b* rrfrrrvd i^ tbo M»irlatl<i« vbkrb tmmj ba 
•Httnl f'j tbr • h.tr. h ItH-tf 

" 4 Tbr a«»v;»ti'»ti t • W (orit.rd and rvtodorU^ (a lb* f>'W«vitic mannrr To hff^ 

V.th INat-tu a^rti.** •! t« > <*V',.kr|| n IHr tlftf aba*** aai-l. tb# |«rfeiMi t* lifrMrh tb« a«»n«|^ 
11 tt«. •rrtw'i «r. I til <a«r nf b.* falUr* an«4b»rt l'> l« n<>ailnalr«i at racb a*WM «iu>a. aa 
th«t t.r tx* tti* « ■»«« bav# t»i4Mr a vrar briorvluiiid -I A m*mlmrt^»r an<l tkrk U> ba 
f a •rit *>rf.rir anf t«t«ioMM t . h» raitfrnd aiMka Tbo «4k» <»r lb# m wl#rat4»r viU ba la 
ii.Ttt ait I ma.iitaln •Uroriiia rb« oAco of rlrrb l<* rot4rr tb« aaair« uf tb** mmmm m g v f m , 
H.th* mit*j\r% n( tb# traa«ani«it»« of tW aMiMtalloa. aad li««^ tbo aaaurtailoa u».|i. (S> 
1b« oMrtftatMia nball drav tt|» a Wttrr dirrc<««d U> tb# arfvral rbarrbro wh»m Ikrj n »>o* 
•rnl.*!»l A rofjtbrmof kball b# M«t to a^rb rbur^ b. vb#roln rrvrytblng tbail ba cfioHiod 
vbub otor^rtk* tba cburrb«a lo kaov In a vAf ««f tnf>*r«*atk>a or advWv 
*««4C»*r| tu tbo oajaoaad balMlf of tbo fra«>rai KMrttac at Pr«-«wlrtir*. Jun* M*. PU, bf 

r J la Ma«i^ 
-^ .-, 1 «t4ftii»»a Tm-a»T«i«. 

Tb« ndrr» , 

. < N*at fta li<*t i-oa 

( K*« »a« ll.>rai*a 



- At ibc a»Miaiinn b«41 ai l*rw».Wtt«» May 1«. 17i&. onlotad t^al iboaaMctaU>a forth* 
Utmrm bo bildoa •• tbo trat Tkmf4mf t« Jaftc** 
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This day Mr. Joseph 0'Hara,>"« y« Church 

priest, at Providence, was conveyed to Jail here for 

his breaking open y« door of y® church, w*» his people had £eistened 

up after they had hauled him out of his pulpit on y« 9th instant 

for his irregularities. 

This day a meeting house was raised for Mr. Clap's 
' ' congregation."* Also this day I gave Madam I. 
Cranston a note for twenty pounds I had of her. 

I went to Providence ; accompanied my mother as 

Ttte«d., 33. far as Rehoboth. Lodged at Justice P. Tillinghast's. 

Thir.d..24. I went up into y« woods to see Mr. Jonathan 

Fryd.,25. ^praguc, 15 mllcs ; preached in ye woods at Mr. 

Sprague's meeting house,*** from 1 Tim. 1 : 14. A 

considerable auditory. 

Baturd., 20. Returned to town. 

This morning Mr. Cotton sent a note to invite me 
Lord bd., 27. ^ preach for him in y* forenoon; but I could not 
gratifie him. Preached at Providence in Elder Brown's congre- 
gation. This morning I received a letter from Mr. O'Hara and 
his commission signed by Edward Gibson (formerly Bishop of 
Chichester, translated thence to y* See of London, now in y« 7^ 
year of his translation), dated at Whitehall July y« 1st, 1728. 

The land to build y® church on was given by Mr. Nathi Brown 
of Rehoboth, y« deed bears date, Sept. 18, 1722 ; y« church was 
built 1724J« 
The Baptist, Presbyterian, and Quakers there, about y same 

time built. 

This evening was an awful and total eclipse of y« 

Mond.. 28. ^ r- T 

moon. 
I returned from Providence, got home y* night 
Tuesd., 20. ^^^jj^ Blessed be y« Jjord. This day a young man 

was drowned near Castle Hill.*" 

This day I am arrived to ye 25^^ year of my age. 
J^a^^i O yt I may have understanding to improve my time 
to Grod's glory. I this day heard Mr. Adams from 
Ps. 26 : 6. Make y* my resolution. 

is>4 This unworthj man is called Charro bj both Staples and Updike. Thej both 
mention that he was dismisned from his charge for highly improper conduct. 

»« This house was built on Mill St, See Note 77. 

M» What Mr. Comer here calls •* the woods/' the General Assembly In diriding PtotI- 
dence describes as ** the outlands of the town.'* See Note 105. Knight says this meeting 
house stood " about one mile north of the Smithfield Academy." 

w (Wanting.) » (WanUng.) 
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This (lay Elder Peckcoiii administered y« sacrament 
Lord'. D., a. ^^ y^ Lord's Supper to my foniier flock, ye first time 

since last October. 

This day Mr. O'llara visited me and gave me a 
Fryday, 8. ^^ppj^ ^f ye result of a Justlcc's Court concerning 

him. Here follows y« Coppie : At a Court of Justices held at Provi- 
dence for his Majesty this 2^ day of August, 1729, present, Richard 
Waterman, Assistant, Ezekiel Warner, James Dexter, Justices 
of ye Peace; to make some inquiry into a complaint yt was laid 
before us by the llev<i Mr. Joseph O'Hara concerning the abuse 
that was done him in the church, in sd Providence, on y® 9^ day 
of July last past, and how the church doors are fastened against 
him ; and he producing before us a Commission fh)m under y® 
hand and seal of ye Honorable ye Bishop of London to execute 
ye office of a minister in Providence during his pleasure. Where- 
upon our opinion is yt if his complaint be proved by evidence as 
he hath laid it before us, it was barbanms usage ; and the church 
doors being fastened against him is illegal and contrary to his 
Mtyestie's interest. Whereupon this matter is referred to ye 
Court's next sitting for a further inquiry and hearing. 

Heard Mr. Hiscox from 1^. 12 : 1. lie instanced 
Bfttttrd.. o y^ y^ ^.^^ ^j. y^y^j^ ^gg ye bcgt time — (1) For good 

impressions; (2) for strongest resolutions; (3) for fixed aflfections; 
(4) for closest applications; (5) for diligent observations. He 
added further y* not to remember God in youth was — (1) To slight 
his invitations ; (2) disregard his legislations ; (8) disbelieve his 
Imprecations; (4) to reject his oppcratlons. He finely run thro ye 
chapter tho very briefly to my prroat satisfaction. 

Preached all day, Mr. Wip:htman [being] at Nar- 
Lord'.D..io. ragimset. Mr. HixV son's funeml bid to. Blessed 
Ik) ye name of ye lx)rd for strength affbrded. 

Mond.,11. Visited sundry of my hearers. 

TTx««d.,ia. Began to transcribe Mr. Pardon Tillinghast's "• 

i» Pardon TillinghMt was born in EnKland in 1022; oamo to this country in 1649, 
settling it is said in Connecticut; but the following year he took up his residence 
in Providence, for his name ap|X!ars among purchasers of land in 1646. Annait of 
Frov., 61. He ronrriec^ Lydia, probably a daughter of Philip Tabor, of Tiverton, Savage, 
OenetiK Diet., and was mentioned in 1672 as *' a loading man among tho p<?opIe called 
Baptists, at Providence."— (V^-o. Fbx, Pub. Narr. Club, V. 320. At what time he itocame 
p;wtor in Providence is not known, but " it was during his ministry, and after the church 
had lived without one for more than sixty years, that we first hear of a meeting house 
which was built at his expense, niid given by him to the church in a deed dated in 1711." 
—Caldwell, HUtory of First Baptut Church, 9. In the deed. " he describes the faith and 
order of the church to be the same as that ouw held by the Six Principle Baptiata.** 
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Judgment in y« Revelation. He was pastor of y« Baptist church 
in Providence ; **• I liad it of Elder Brown. 

Having been moved heretofore to speak in publick of these 
things which are mysterious, which none but they to whom it is 
given can understand w* y® Spirit saith unto ye churches ; 

1. The opening of y« first seal, showeth by ye going forth of y* 
white horse y® powerful conquest made by ye glorious gospel of 
Christ in ye days of X [Christ] and his apostles, ye weapons of 
their warfare not being carnal, but mighty thro God to ye pulling 
down of strongholds to ye obedience of Christ, this victory and 
ye effects of it were famous for 2 or 300 years after X [Christ]. 

2. Ye 2d seal by ye coming forth of ye red horse, showeth ye 
bloody wars that arose in ye earth and chiefly at Jerusalem, ye 
next generation following and ye dreadful persecution of ye saints 
foretold by X [Christ] Matt. 24, and also to his faithful church of 
Smyrna in chap. 2, ye shall have tribulation 10 days, meaning 
10 reigns of cruelty. 

8. Ye 3d showeth by ye black horse and his rider w**» ye balance 
in his hand, ye coming forth of grievous wolves foretold of, y* 
would make merchandize of ye word, seeking their gain from 
their [every] quarter and greedy of filthy [lucre], contrary to X 
[Christ] and his apostles' commands and examples, then begun 
and still continued by pretended ministers even to this day and 
darkness of these times. 

4. Ye opening of ye fourth seal under ye pale horse and his 
rider, w^ was death and hell following, showing the dead and 
woful condition ye professors of ye gospel were^now come into, as 
ye word mentioned chapt. 16, the 2<i angel poured out his veyal 
[vial] on ye sea, and it became as ye blood of a dead man, and 
every living soul died in ye sea, the bottomless pit now being 
begun to be opened and ye smoke darkening ye sun and air. 

—AnnaU o/ Prov., 414. Although Mr. Tillinghast roceiTcd do pecuniary couii)eD8atioD for 
his services as pastor of the church, he maintained his right to receive such conipensaUon. 
QoTernor Joseph Jenks, writing from Newport, under date March 19, 1730, says: "I 
believe there are several of mj brethren who can remember that Elder Tillinghast (in 
his lifetime), who was a man exemplary for his doctrine, aa well as of an unblemished 
oharacter, did several times in his teaching declare that it was the duty of a church to 
contribute towards the maintenance of their elders, who labored in the word and doctrine 
of Christ; and althoui^h for his own part he would take nothlnj;;, yet it remained the 
church's duty to bo performed to su^h as might succeed him."— Backus, J/ijil., II., 2.1. Mr. 
Tillinghast died January 29, 1718, at the age of nioety-six years. See letter of Moses 
Brown, on " The DesoendanU of Pardon Tillinghast," In Newport HuL Mag., VoL III., pp* 
156-162. 
>» (Wanting.) 
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0. Ye ^^ seal showeth ye bloody work of y® scarlet coloured 
beast and of the whore of Babylon yt was drunken w^ y« blood 
of y« saints and martyrs of X [Christ], whoso blood cryeth for 
vengeance ag^ their abomination of desolation. 

6. Ye 6th seal showeth y« ruin and desolation of y« churches' 
enemies after their iniquity is come to y« full, their sun, in w>» 
they so gloried, should be black like sackcloth of hair, and their 
moon, stars, and all y® host of their heaven, their greater and 
lesser lights, shall flee as a scroll, by reason of yo earthquakes and 
shaking y* shall fall upon y* wicked state, and all y« supporters 
thereof: when y* Lord shall arise to shake terribly y© earth, Isa. 2, 
and this concurs wt*» ye pouring out y® vials of wrath. Chapt. 16. 

7. The oiKjning of y® 7^^ seal, showeth y® saints y« rest promised 
after their long and groat sufferings of tribulation, according to 
y* [word] of St. Paul to y® Thessalonians, [tribulation] to y°> yt 
trouble you, and to you who are troubled rest with us ; when y« 
Lord shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flam- 
ing fire. There is silence in heaven. Rest and quietness after so 
many exercises. Then is y® Laxmb's book of life opened. Rev. 6. 

Transcribed out of Mr. Clarke's Narrative.*** Mr. 
Thir.d.. 14. j^^^ Clarke,"* Mr. Obadiah Holmes,*" and Mr. John 



i«>Of thU work, printed in London, "by Henry Uills, living in Fleet Yard, next door 
to the Rose and Crown, in the year 1652," only one or two oopiea are extant. It lias been 
once republished, and may be found among the collections of the Massaohusetts Historical 
Society, with this prefatory note: ** The manuscript from which the following reprint is 
made was transcribed firom a copy of this rare tract in the exceedingly Taluabie collection 
of works on America, belonging to John Carter Brown, Esq., of Providence, R I. ; which 
copy was kindly loaned to the Society by the owner for the purpose for which it is now 
i^sed."— 4 Mass. Illsl. Cbll., II., 2. 

in John Clarke was born in Suffolk, England, October 8, 1(K)9 ; wan educated at one of the 
English unirersities; emigrated to this country in 1G37; was the loader of the coloniNts that 
settled Rhode Island; was imprisoned and flnod in Massachusetts, in 1651. It is to this 
visit that reference is made in the text. Mr. PalArey, in his " History of New England,** 
finds a political motive in the visit. Dr. H. M. Dexter, in his monograph, " As to Roger 
Williams," follows suit. For reply, see pamphlet, of 49 pages, entitled, " Early Baptists 
Defended," by H. M. King, D. D. ; also an article in Baptist Quarterly, Vol. X., pp. 353 seq., 
reviewing Dr. Dexter's book. Besides being almost constantly employed in the public ser- 
vioo to guide the infant commonwealth in the midst of its manifold d<fflcuUios, Mr. 
Clarke was a preacher of the gospel, and was so engaged from the very flnit year of the 
settlement of the colony even until his death, during this long period serving the First 
Church as its faithful and devoted pastor. See further, Note 152. 

i** Obadiah Holmes was l)orn in Preston, Lancashire, England, about 1606 ; came to this 
country about 1639, settling in Salem, Mass. ; six years afterward he removed to Rchoboth ; 
thence in 1650 or 1651 to Now|K>rl, U. I.; was imprisoned, fined, and whipped in Massa- 
chusetts, in 1651 ; he was pastor of the Fin<t Church from 1652 until he died, October 15, 
1682 ; was buried upon his own farm in Middietown, the spot being marked by a simple 
•lab^r-Cothcart, ^ap. Snep, ; Sprogue's AnnaU, 
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Crandal,*** were taken up by y« Justice of Lin [Lynn], Mr. Bobert 
Bridges, there on ye Lord's day, July 20, 1651, and committed to 
Boston jail for being Baptists, and on ye 81 of July had the sen- 
tence of Court passed on y™, ye !»* to pay £20 or be wbipt, ye 2^ 
£30 or be whipt, ye 3^ £5 or be whipt. None suffered but Mr. 
Holmes, and yt in a terrible manner to ye extent of ye law. Mr. 
John Wilson,"* a Presbyterian minister, struck Mr. Holmes 
when he went from ye bar and said, 77ie curse of Ood go uHtn 
thee. He died Oct. loth, 1682. 

The first free school in N. England was in Charlestown, founded 
in ICai."* 



^ John Crandall, the third of the trio, who went to Lynn in 1651, and safrered impriaon- 
ment, was an elder in the First Church, and died about 1676. He was apoken of by 
Samuel Hubbard, in a letter to the Kev. Edward Stennett, in Eogland, as " mj dear 
brother John Grand al." 

iM John Wilson was bom at Winsor, England, in the jear 1588 ; came to this ooontrj 
in 1630, in company with John Winthrop, and became "teaching elder" of what was afters 
wards known as the First Church in Boston ; in 1632, he was chosen pastor, and the Ber. 
John Cotton the following year became his colleague as teacher, this relationship continn- 
ing until the death of tho latter in 1652, when in 1656 the Ber. John Norton became 
teacher. Mr. Wilson was again left alono by the death of Mr. Norton, in 1663, and so con- 
tinued until his own death, August 7, 1667. He was tho leader among the opponents of 
the Aotinomians in 1637 ; his colleague Mr. Cotton inclined to the other aide of the 
question then disturbing the good people of Boston. — Sprague's AruuUs. 

i» The honor of having establbhed the first free school in New England has been 
claimed for Newport. On the 20ih of August, 1640, the town of Newport TOted to call Mr. 
Lenthall "to keep a public school for the learning of youth, and for his encouragement 
there was granted to him and his heirs one hundred acres of land, and four more for a 
house lot " ; it was also voted " that one hundred acres should be laid forth, and appropri- 
ated for a school, for enooura^ement of the poorer sort, to train up their youth in learning, 
and Mr. Robert Lenthall, while he continues to teach school, is to have the benefit thereof." 
— Callender, Jlut, Due., 116. " This," says the Hon. William P. Sheffield, in the Providence 
Journal, 1877, " was the first public school, and Robert Lenthall was the first master of a 
public school in America." " Although Harvard Otllege was founded in 1688, to provide 
a learned ministry for the churches, publi'* schools, controlled and maintained by the 
government for the public good, were not aitempte'i by the Massachusetta Colony until 
1647, Maxs. Col. Itfc, IL, 203, nor by the Plymouth Colony until 1672, ply. Cb/. J8ec, V., 
107. See also Baylies' Mtmoirt ^f Ply OoL, pt. II, Vi. Yet Governor Bradford early con- 
ceived the idea of giving instruction to the young of bis Colony, but encountered inauper^ 
able difficulties."— ///«/. Ply. Ptantaiion ; 4 Maxs. Hist. CblL, III., 161 ; cf. Bacon's Otnetit^ 
the N. K. CKh., p. 397 ; Barrows' Dtwl. Bap. Princ. in R. /., p. ; 89 cf. Arnold, Z/irf., I., 145. 
Schools earlier than 1647 had existed in Massachusetts ; but they were either connected 
with the church as parochial schools or maintained by private subscriptions, whoee 
advantages however were offered to the public probably gratuitously, and in this sense 
only '* free "— .Vr/n. Hist. Bost., I., 123 ; Mau. Col. R^c, II , 6, 9. Thomas Leverett, elder of 
the First Church, Boston, wrote April 13,1635: 'Likewise it was then generally agreed 
upon that our brother Philemon Pormost shall be entreated to become schoolmaster for the 
teaching and nouriering of children with us."— ^Virm. Ilitt. Boat., I., 123. Mr. Charles K. 
Dillaway adds: "This being the only public school for about half a century, it is reason* 
able to infer that the elementary as well as the higher branches were taught. Its princi- 
pal object, however, frodi its establishment to the present time has been to prqiare ygping 
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This day was rainy, I preached, Mr. Wij?htman [being] absent. 
Visited Mrs. Tiilinghast being as 'twas conceived 
pryd,. 15. ^^^ y^ point of death, but Gk)cl raised her, and dis- 
played his glorious i>ower. This night, Mr. Joseph Park, my 
ancient aciiuaintance lodged at my house. 

Preached in my course, Mrs. Shrief propounded 
Lord'«D.,i7. ^^j. j3aptism. Mrs. Hunt sent for me being sick. 

Prayed with her. 
Mond., 18. Prayed with Mr. James Grinman [Greenman]. 
Thirsd., 31. Mrs. Eliz^^ Shrief Baptized. Exceeding windy 
weather. 
The Quakers' addition to their meeting house **• 
Pryd.. 22. ^.^j^^ My family ill. 

Mr. Shrief propounded for Baptism. Mr. Clag- 
^'^'' °" ^*- gett's child's funeral bid to. 

I^rayedwith Bei^amlnUambey. Very sick. Note 
Ta.«d., 20. ^j.^^ y^ J j^^ ^^ ^j, Thomas Hooker. He used to say 

that ye promises of God were as boats to carry perishing sinners 
over to ye Lord Jesus (/hrist. 

Heard Mr. Maxwell intended not to preach any 
^*^u^ 1 ™ore. This day Mary Ailsworth died. She was 
sprinkled 4 or 6 days before. \Vt Mr. Maxwell said 
to her encouraged her in it, for she was otherwise inclined. 

The fort "' here begim to be rebuilt in y« year 1724, and was 
finished in y« year 1729. 

This day at evening I prayed w^^ sister Hannah 
Tuesd.,2. Wilson, whose husband, Mr. Jonathan Wilson, died 
about 4 of ye clock. 



mon for college.'* Ibid, IV., 237. It is perhaps noedlesa further to add that Mr. DiUawaj 
refen in his words to thejustlj famous Boston Latin School. 

i» (Wanting.) 

137 King's Fort was inadequate to defend the harhor. Queen Ann's Fb^t was built 1702 on 
Goat Inland, on the nito of Fort Woolcot {Arnold, II., 6.) Tax laid 1706 to finish Fort 
Ann, war having begtin. Peace carae in 1714 and its garrison was discharged. 1721 
Fort Ann was repaired, a loan was made for that purpoM). (Ihid, II., 2A, 54, G9.) In 
1727, an addrcM to King Cioorgo stated" that a regular and )>oautiful fortification of stone, 
with a battery bad been built at NowiK>rt.*' (//>/</, 9.3.) In 17:U, Fort (ieorge was armed. 
{Tbid, pojitim.) Callonder, in hi<t Historical DisconrHC, say^ : "The neceMary defense of 
the inhabitants was never noKlected in time of war, and since the peace, the colony, 
tho' so small as It is, hath rebuilt an handsome fort on an island that commands 
the harbor of Newport, and in 17.13 furnished it with a number of fine guns at 
their own expense." In 1775, Fort George was abandoned— a signal cstabllahed at Tower 
Hill ; a signal for Tonomy Hill, 1776. In 1776, a new fort was built at the Point in New- 
port, another on Bronton's Point, and Fort (}eorge reconstructed. In 1784, the lort on 
Goat Island, after bearing successlTe names of the English soTereigns— Ann and George- 
was called Washington. {Arnold, 611.) 
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wednead 8 "^^^ ^^^ ^ praycd with James Grinman, near ye 

•**"•■**••*• point of expiration. This day also Mr. Bosom's 
eldest daughter died. This evening I prayed with sister H. 
Wilson. 

At ye sessions in June past y« Assembly past an act for ye 
Colony to be divided into Counties, viz., Newport County, Prov- 
idence County, and Kings County, 3 in number.*" 

Note. By a letter to me from Boston, dated Aug. 6tii, 1729, 
I have this information, yt every night by order from ye Gov, a 
company in a night, watches ; and he intimates yt he intends 
it shall be so thro ye winter. The reason of such a watch is be- 
cause in ye last week in July a mob rose to prevent ye landing of 
Irish, and to hinder the merchants from sending away ye com 
as they attempted. 

This day Mr. Brj'ant's wife died. My aunt Mason came. 

Pryd,, 6. This day Mr. Charles Bardine died. 

This morning I went over to ye Yearly Meeting*" 
at North Kingstown, ye wind exceeding high, but 
blessed be God I got safe over. This day Mr. Everitt began with 
prayer ; 1 began in preaching from y t word Luk. 24 : 32 ; [Mr.] Her- 
indine [Herenden] concluded w^ prayer. After sermon Mrs. Elizti^ 
Moot, of Canterbury, in Connecticut, proposed herself for Bap- 
tism. She gave good satisfaction concerning ye work of God 
upon her soul. 'Twas concluded she should be now baptized, and 
I was chosen to Baptize her, which was done accordingly ; and 
Mr. Valentine Wightman imposed hands. Lodged at Deacon 
Pardon Tillinghast's.*^ 

This day Mr. Samuel Maxwell left off preaching. 
Lord. D, 7. rpj^j^ ^^y y^^^^ coucludcd upou, yt Mr. John Wal- 
ton *" should pray and begin in preaching, w^ he did from Rev. 



w !^co R. I. CoL Ree., IV.. 427. Arnold //«/., II , 12, 97. As early iia 1704, the coIodj 
waa divided into two counties, th«* one embracing the islands and called Rhode Island, 
the other the mainland, and called ProTideDce Plantations, Newport and Providence 
being the shire towns respectively. At this second division mentioned by Comer, the 
first county remained as before, receiving only a new name ; the other county was divided 
into two equal parts, the northern portion being called Providence, the southern, embrao> 
ing King's Province, receiving the name of Kings County. 

19* This seems to have l>een a " Quarterly " meeting of the Association of Six Principle 
Baptists. 

1^ Probably the one mentioned by Savage, as a son of the Rev. Pardon Tillinghaat, who 
was bom In Providence and removed to East Greenwich.— ^«mv»/. Dirt. 

»« John Walton was a man of " liberal education," " a practicing physician," who in 1780 
was invited to preach In Providence, " where a like reformation might be hoped for," as 
was then in progress in Newport, Of his views respecting the imposition of hands upon 
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8 : 20 ; y* Valentine Wightman should second, w>» he did from 
Psalms 37 : 27 ; and yt 1 should close in preaching, w^ 1 did from 
liom. 6:6; and yt Elder Sami Flsk should finish y« meeting w*** 
prayer, which he did. Elder Richard Sweet administered y« 
sacrament. Mrs. E. Moot communed with y« church. 

After y« administration a desire yt a petition ft^m y* whole 
body of y« Association miglit be presented to y« Geni Assembly 
of Connecticut y* ye Baptists under yt Government might be 
cleared ftx)m paying taxes to any ministry but their own,"' which 
was put to vote, and by a hand vote it was voted in y© affirma- 
tive and yt day slgnetl by a number in ye name and by order of 
y« whole Association. A comfortable meeting. 

This day about noon I returned home. Got safely 
Mond.. 8. home. 1 praise God. This morning Brother James 
Grlnman [Greenman] died. This day I prayed with Mrs. Char- 
ity Carpenter, being sick. 

This day news came to town of Gov^ Burnet's 

'^'"^-^' death, wlio died on LorcPs Day y« 7th Instant. 

Brother Grlnman burleti. Brother John Walton preached at 

ye frineml, from Matt. 25 : 10. This day I prayed with Widow 

James. She is a woman of extraordinary experience. 

Here follows an exact coppie of y® iH»titlon sent to y« Honour- 
able Gen^ AsscMiibly of Connec^tlcut, as voted In and by the Asso- 
ciation of yo Baptist churclies at North Kingston. 

To the Honourable Gon* Assembly of y« Colony of Connecticut, to be 
convened at Now Haven on y" second Thursday of October next. The 
humble Memorial of y" Oon* Association of y« Baptist churches, con- 
vened at North Kingston, on y« 6**» day of September, A. D. 1729, humbly 
showeth, That y' Honours' Petitioners having sundry Brethren of their 
Communion dwelling up and down in your Colony, they therefore do 
hereby humbly crave y* an Act of Assembly may be passed to free them 
from paying any taxes to any ministry except their own, and fW)m building 
any meeting houses except for their own use, humbly hoping your Hon- 
ours will consider they are utterlj' unable to maintain their own way of 

all bell«Teni we leurn firora n letter addreued bj Got. Jenks to the Rer. James Brown, in 
which he sajs: *' As to what Mr. Walton hoUIn with respect to laying on of hands upon 
belieTen as such, I do not understand by him that he opposes it any other ways, than 
if it be performed for the obtaining the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost; but ho 
thinks it ought not to bo any ))ar to communion with those who hare been rightly bap- 
tiaed."— Backus, Hist,, II., 22. 

>^ The laws of Connecticut, as well as of Massachusetts.during the early history of New 
England, wore very stringent against all dissenters f^m the '* eatablished " religion. 
They foil with especial severity upon Baptists and Quakem, who constituted a largo propor- 
tion of these disaentors. 
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worship and to pay taxes also to y« Presbyterians, and y^ the gracious act of 
indulgence together with y^ reasonableness of our request will be motive 
sufficient to move y' Honours to grant y« request of y' Honours' humble 
Hemorialista. Signed in y« name and by y« order of the b^ Association, 
this 8"* day of September, A. v. 1729, by 

BiCHARD Sweet, ^ Joseph Holmes, 

VALBlfTINE WlOHTMAN \ EbENEZVB CoOK, 

Samuel Fisk, f ^1<^®"- George Gardner, 

John Comer, j Thomas Durks, 

PARDOn TiLLINOHAST, EbENEZER GRAYSS, 

John Wiqhtman, James Bates, 

James King. John Tillinghast, 

Benjamin Herenpeen, [Herenden.] Joseph Sanford, 

Timothy Peckham, Samuel Weight. 

Here follows what was thought convenient to be added. 

To the Honorable Gen* Assembly of y« Colony of Connecticut to be con- 
vened at New Haven on y« 2* Thursday of October next, these lines may 
signifie y* we y* subscribers do heartily concur with y« Memorial of our 
Brethren on y« other side and humbly request y* same may be granted, 
which we think will much tend to Christian unity and be serviceable to 
true religion, and will very much rejoice your Honours' fHends and very 
humble servants. 

Joseph Jenks, Governour, 

Jame8 Clarke, ) jjj^ig-g 

Daniel Wightman, ) ' 

John Odlin, 
Ezekiel Burroughs. 

Dated at Newport, September y« 10**», 1729. 

There was drawn from y© Treasury of y« Church at Newi)ort, 
40s. towards dcfrayinp^ ye Changes in preferring ye Petition. 

This day ye lecture was observed instead of Thurs- 
• n«B ., . ^^^ upon ye account of Mr. Walton's being in town 
to preach. He preached from Matt. IG : 26, what is a man profited 
if he gain ye whole world, &c. 

This day I wont to Bristol, with my Aunt Mason, 
' * who was bound to Baston. Returned well. I praise 
ye name of ye Ix)rd. This day Rami llallet and David Richards 
were cleared by ye Jur>% who went out twice on ye case. 

Here I think to note y^ letter from ve Association 
' of ye Baptist churches, met at Ne^TK)rt, June 21, 
1729, to the brethren belongring to ye meeting house at South 
Kingstown. 
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Tho ABSOciation of y« Baptist Churchos of our Lord Josus Christ, sitting 
at Newport on Rhode Iftland this 28<* day of Juno 1729,*** consisting of the 
Pastors, Deacons, and Brethren of y« respective churches, 

Sendeth Greeting: To the Brethren belonging to y^ meeting house in 
South Kingrttown, wishing grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father 
and yo Lord Jesus Christ 

Wo y» above Convention finding ourselves under y« strongest obligation 
to wish well to y» parts of y« mystical body of Christ in gen\ and to y« sev- 
eral churches to which we stand more immediately related in particular, and 
are willing to contribute everything y* lies in our power to y* end, and 
having been informed of certain difficulties to which you have been ex- 
posed and are still ; do therefore take y« liberty to write this Christian letter 
to you, wherein we can't but desire, request, and even exhort you to strive 
to put yourselves with all convenient speed into y« most exact order y*y« 
purity of y« gospel requires, and in order thereunto to proceed to choose 
and sot apart some person whom you shall think suitably qualified for y« 
work of y" ministry, and who upon probation may be solemnly ordained to 
y« sacred office according to y« tenour of God's word ; ond upon thisoccasion, 
we can' t but recommend to you (if you think well of it) our beloved Brother, 
Daniel Everit, whom God in his Providence hath sent among you, and 
whose endeavours wo hope he hath already blessed for y« good of many 
souls. And we can't see y\ because his wife is not at this time in com- 
munion w**» you, it is a sufficient bar to obstruct the choice of him. 

And we pray y« no self interest may divert you from encouraging him. 
Upon y« whole, dear Brethren, we commit you to God and to y» word of 
his grace, humbly praying the God of all grace to make all grace to abound 
towards you. Wishing you all y« blessings we can wish for our own souls, 
so committing and commending to y« conduct of Heaven and to y" blessing 
of y» God who is able to endow you w"» all good, to whom be glory in all 
y« churches world without ond. Amen. 

Newport on Rhode Island, signed in y« name and behalf of y« Associ- 
ation by 

Daniel Wiqiitman, ^ 
Valentine Wiohtman, I 
Nicholas Eyres, [ Elders. 

Stephen Gorton, J 

John Odlin, 
James Brown. 

An exact coppie, Newport, June 23<*, 1729. 

B tord 1 ^^^^ ^^^ ^^' Peleg Carr's wife died. Heard Mr. 

•*^ * Crandal from Rev. 19 : 8. Clear jfospel sermon. 

A child's funeral bid to. Mr. [Mrs.?] Carr buried 
from y« meetinj? house. Mr. Maxwell carried on 
meeting again by reading 4 chapters and prayinuf. 



iM This was Um mwtiog meotlooed on page 6^ Seq. 
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This day I transcribe flrom my notes Lord's Day 

Mond., 15. ^^gugt ye 13th, 1727 what I delivered in a ftineral 
sermon from Ecc. 9 : 5 upon y« death of my wife's father, Mr. 
John Rogers, being y« sum of his Just character, who died sud- 
denly ye Friday morning. 

** liath not y« sudden and surprising death of an exemplary 
Christian something worthy of some notice and remark? Mod- 
esty almost obliged me to pass such a death by, and not to men- 
tion it in a Publick Auditory. But duty and gratitude to y« 
deceased, whose memory is blessed, and benefit to you, strongly 
and irresistibly engaged me to take notice of a few of y« many 
Christian virtues which shone w^ a very peculiar lustre, thro y« 
series of almost 69 years. His studiousness and diligence, his 
watchfulness and integrity in all his undertakings, if we should 
consider him in all relations, we should find y« spirit of a Christian 
acting of [in] him. His earnest zeal in y« promotion of Religion, 
his constant attendance on y« publick ministry of y« word, and 
his wonderful deportment at y« Table of y« Lord, his seriousness, 
gravity, and solemnity, are highly worthy of our remark and ob- 
servation, together with y« many hours of secret communion be- 
tween God and his own soul, and y® savour^' discourses of a work 
of grace in w*» he took a great delight, give abundant proof y* he 
converst in Heaven, while he tabernacled here upon earth. 

" Among yo various entertainments of a soul sensibly over- 
come w^ divine love, he took peculiar pleasure and satisfaction 
in y« doctrines of grace, and in y« illustration of y* excellendeB 
of Christ and y« wonderful Redemption wrought out alone by 
him, and was willing to ascribe all unto y* riches of Sovereign 
grace without any merit of his own. He adored Christ as his 
Lord and trusted in his righteousness as ye great Mediator. He 
was zealous to maintain ye doctrine of free grace against all oppo- 
sition whatever. 

" His practice and conversation were agreeable to his Christian 
principles, for he knew y* ye grace y* brings salvation teaches a 
denial of all ungodliness and worldly lust. He was r^^ulated by 
[the] standing rule of God's word (w*» he took for his guide) thro 
ye help of ye Holy Spirit at all times. And tho much of his piety 
was undiscovered from ye mean conception he had of himself, 
yet so much was apparently made manifest as demonstrated him 
a real Christian, 

** When it pleased God in ye all wise course of his holy provi- 
dence to invite him into y« glory of his Lord, and to bid a final 
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fkn*wt*ll to all thingM lH*n* k>olow ami to take up hU abode* w^ tlio 
t«|iiritK of Juf*t nM*n inaiU* |N*rf(<ti. 

**Th(* im*MM*nici*rof <l(nith hi all proluitth* rni\}€^urp alarnMHl all 
hif« |M)Wt»i> at y* tirnt Htmki\ uiiioh fmiii >• want of natural hi*iil 
and y* ••tarnation of >*** uIidU* nuinH of IiIimmI, all allowalilt* nif*anii 
wvr\* n*n4l<*n*<l hu*fT^H*tual. Tho it pk^amtl <}<m1 toc^vintinm* to him 
tht» UM* t>f hii w*n!4t^ till tin* la^t i*xpirinfr IxHirxof liU lifts yH for 
end** U*!«t kfMiwn to hiniM*lf hy tlu* dt^privintr him almoitt of liln 
f»|Miivh ami Mtn^ntrtli he* wan hiiMU*n*<l fhmi haiulin^ f«»rth thtM» 
M*riouf« ami clyiiiic advi(^*H lu* mlKht prr»lml»iy havi* friv(*n. A|>- 
pn*hf*mlitiir in him««*if y^ nhortrn'Mt of hi*« timi* h<*ns ho noi|m'944^ 
ytKir unworthy mlnif«t«*r to nH^mimcml him into tho hamlit of 
<kMl t»y prayiT, anil at y« tinn* 1h» oxpn^NM^l hin c*ntir«* ami alone 
dofM*n<lrtKi« for aix'i'ptancf* w^ <ffod t4> U* from tho umlortakinfca 
and morit^ of Um* I^onl JonUH t*hri<«t, ami dt^intl a will ImiwM 
mt>n» and more Into y will c»f iUn\. Tho ho ac*knowloilfrod hini- 
m*lf iiomothinfr fitralghton^ yot with hamU and oyon lifleil to 
lu*iivt*n Uv mid. The lAtrti is tthU (o miargr ntr. AfUT a fth<irt 
dlmMiur^' of y« c*ft»wn of ri|cht4'^>UMM«m which y* lionl y* liiicht- 
ofHf« Judt;^* will iri\*<* t«) [thom] y* lovo him, U'inir ai*kt^l whothtT 
hi* ox|MVt«Hl y» rn>wn, ho n*pllo«l, )>*, fhnt t/nt*ytf ; yrj, thnt tjrttrt^ 
whirh wa^ y* la*t ontin* •••ntomv ho utton^l ft»r y txitiM»lution of 
•tirvlvor*. And In aUnit y* n*volution of i.*| hmir^ fn»m y* flwt 
ottn'UM* Htri»k«» ho f<»ll af«U««*p in >*« arm* of J<«*u*«, a^ th<Hi^h lio was 
t4ikini; hi?* natural n*|MM*, ami i*o [lik<*] holySimi^tn In* hadt'hrM 
in hi** ann*» and do|mrti^l in |ioii<^* (no d(»uht) toM^* tho fiiil\*ati<io 
of (JimI. Hi«*MP<4*«l an* y» di«Hil y« dio in >•* l^onl. U«*v. 1 1 : |;i." 

Thii nitfht diiHl Mr. Tu<*k, a man who «*anM* a little 

liofort* fhtm lka«t«»n. Ilo foil off hi*« hor^* alxait two 

mll«-* out of t«»wn >•♦ Tuowlay l»of«»n» ainl hn»ko hi** »«kull, and it*- 

<i*i\*«*il hii« d<*nth wimml. *Ti«« t«iid Ih* wai« y« in ilrlnk. Ilo di«Hl 

*<i*n^*it^i'4^ #1 

Thi«dayl w*afiat l^rtmcHithat Mr. PhilipTal*orV 
^^*'** •'* I*n-a<*ho*l th<*n* from Jmi VZ : H, AUmt r4> auditors. 
<tot houM* y« niirht woll. J. W. marrioil. Fi>uml all woll. I 
pnii*«* iUni, 

rrr^ . !• Vi**ltoil my |>i^>ple, 

llf*nrrl Mr. t nimlall fhim 1 I*f*t. 1 : fi. Woll 
o|M*mHl. 
• D . ti Pn^achi'd In ftiur^o. 

Vi**it4*<l Itrrithor Jno l^irtor ami Thoman HutrlMT 
whom y day lM*fon* cauH* fh>m y« JoniU<ii. At night 



AM . 90 
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B. Proctor came to visit me. This evening I received a letter 
from Mr. Thomas Symmons/** pastor of y© Baptist church in 
South Carolina. 

This day Mr. Wightman and I went down to y« 

' ' beach to see y« sein drawn ; and did so. I obtained 

a coppie of a divorce of Sarah Brown, of Providence, from her 

husband, Jonathan Brown, signed by Mr. Bichard Ward, 

Recorder. 

Wednead., 24. Visltcd. 

^^^^^^^^ ^ This day I being sent for to y« Almshouse by Mrs. 

• • Steadman being yn sick ; went and prayed with her. 

She seemed in great terror about her soul. She expressed great 

fear of death. O, said she with great anguish; I am afraid to die, 

I am afraid. O may I have my work well done. 

This day I went to prison to visit Mr. O'Harra, y 

Fryd., o Qhurch minister of Providence, being under close 
confinement 8 days, and a prisoner 21 days, but he was at large 
and so made his escape, and for y* reason was closely confined. 
A doleful place. Lord, I pray thee grant me thy grace and leave 
me not to commit any ill, so as to expose me to y« difficulties of 
a prison. 

A prison is a house of care, 

A grave for men alive, 
A tombstone for to try a friend, 

No place for men to thrive. 

This day I received a letter from y Baptist 
B*turd.,a7. (jjjyj^jj j^ j^Qrth Carolina,*** settled about two 



iM « Of the carlj settlers of South Carolina, a considerahle proportion were Baptists. 
They came in separate coloniefl, about the year 1683, partly from the west of England, and 
partly from Piscataway in the District of Maine.'*— Benedict, Jlist., II , 120. A church was 
formed at Charleston, with William Screren as pastor. " In 1699 they erected a brick 
meeting house," and parsonage house. — Ibid. It was of this church that Thomas Sim- 
nions was pastor, succeeding \he Rev. William Peart. During Mr. Simmon's pastorate, 
" the church passed through a series of trials, occasioned by the schism and encroachments 
of the General Baptists." He was the author of a work entitled " Some Queries concern- 
iug the Operations of the Holy Spirit Answered," and died January 31, 1747, being gao- 
ccoded in the pastorate by the Rev. Oliver Hart. [The removal of Baptists from Kittery, 
Maine, to South Carolina, in 1682 or 1683, according to Dr. Ba.til Manly, "seems only to 
have been a transfer of the seat of worship of the persecuted flock (or a mjOoi^^y o^ It) 
which had been gathered on the Piscataqua." The church was located first at Somerton, 
S. C, and removed to Charleston a»>out 1693.— J. W W.] 

>«" Moore, in his Hlttory of Xorlh Carolina, sayn, ' Sir William Berkeley, Governor of 
Virginia, drove out of that Colony, in 1653, the Baptists and Quakers, who found a refVige 
in the Albemarle region of Carolina.' " " The first church, however, of which we read, 
was not organized till 1727, in the county of C^den."~^ap. Enqf. According to Comer, 
Diary, p. 7'^, it was in the county of Chowan. 
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ywtfs (in y year 1727) since, by Mr. Pmil Piainier,^ signed 
by 

Jons Fakkkb, TiioMAii Darkkr, 

JitHS JORXIAN, JaMICi* CoPUlND, 

liK.NJAMlN KVA!f»» JulIX WKUU, 

John I'AKKKK, JcJHKril 1*AKKE, 

JtUIN liKINKLKY, WiMJAM (orLAND, 

MUIIAKI. BlUXKLKY, JuHEril I'AliKKIU 

ThU chufvh cuiuiiiiU of 3:! mombcm, it moi*ti4 at (*ho«*an« 

1 rt^vivtxi * letUT (in Mt>iMia>' latft (hmi [ilw] Houth Oux4inn 
chunh. There htm UH*a * cil Acuity in that ciiurrh with y« miniii- 
Ut, Mr. IVdiiMT, but 'tin nimie up. (An to y« dimrulty, it apiwwv 
by II ItttcT M*ut to Ikwttm C*hun*h, iimUHi Aprii 13, 17:>.) 
uorts • o . ML l*nmi*hed in ntiittHl (^»un«*« 

Mr. Wiichtmiui lUKi 1 wi»nt up to viiUt Mr. JoM»ph 

"*** • ••• Cani, >•• ftK*^. iii* n^pruvi'd nw exceedingly akiout 
my wig. 1 (lon*t know y« I pride no'm^lf in it, 

Thl^ «biy [I] tnuimTiUni >•• ilrHt (V)\*enAnt of thie 

Tm.«« . M. ^Yjj^3,jy ^^^j n^ origiiud, which 1 hmi oiitidm^i out of 

>• ItA^^fds of y Colony thni >•• favour of >•• Herret«0'» Mr. Hieh* 
an I \Vani.'« 

The I{%lami A(|uetn4vlc waa purrhaMvi of 8 Indian Hachema, 
vl/.,'** Cknoni(*u<«, Mliuitlnomi, Waiuin)iton<»nH*nt, by Mr. Wil- 



OvMi* Tl^i«baft. y ail u r ol iIm rburrii «t ilk*i |»iar» , rv«Buv«4 U» Korlli ('•tkUa*. «I 
•TfaniMd ft rbvrrli. " vttb wkUk lir cottiloiMa. m4, lMrv#Y«r, vIUmH mom 4tak«IU«. 
until kla dmili." iWiMdtrt. l#M«.ll .t: 

»« RActeanl Wftta «M U»r« la >i««^art A|iHl l&. IMP kto teUMr T1i>iMt> ft**! g t« a4 
failMtr J*ka.v«««N>U«M«b»f«*f Ou«i««|i*« •rmt.tlM UtUTM Mi«A(vrla Ul«««««lr7i 
U'tli tmigrmimi I0 Uhto ckj^atry «o4 aMiW^ la !K««|«ct, iIm ••• abovl liM, a»4 iIm IbUMT 
».*«Mr«bAt U««r. ftk4«ri WanI «m HttrrHarr aC iIm CMaa? fbr alartwn v««fa. 1714-M; 
Iti iTai. «a» ■ *» ■■ «■< I^xfHiif (»o«vn»ac. a»a n^nm ihm4miuk tkt <»<»t >n w» Wa««o«. la Mil, 
U^ Aa»« (lita< M^tairat* . «a« »lw-«a4 Oi»v«rMr llM l«a Ml<*v1ac f««f«. 1741-41 ; a»4 
wr»*« :i. I7«i^ lU a^arrwd Mary. 4aactkft«r ^ ^•to TitliaflMM. by viNMa W had 
i««^n . hiUlr«« . uiM W ab^^a «m •>a«t»«l. tmtmam tttr bl« «n«a«rll*« vitb Iba - Wa«4 
II ^la* r«.tttru*ara]r * . aa<ixb«r a^a. M«ary. w H w r xaty af Nate Ivf Iblr1)r< 

I :<•» y: I. IL IS4u«. jot^^t /Im«. .«brv . ii« . jk«^ '>Hi*r A / 

»• " W«BC<»r |N»ka»<*4»4 ( •«a«rv,««abrartaf Ulalalaa4« la aM araaa^ !<am«a*a»i1 b«f. 
tl>« faataca ••4 of Uaag laJat»«|. allb aaarlf IW «b<4* nalalainl a* fWr as rSairai«M-% Hvav. 
«•• ilM pKtwrful iniM oi y»m««aariU, laHa4laff aa^^^raJ MiU>r4laat« irlhaa. all t*«alaf 
(b« t««f of iIm atoriimt atMl v««MraA>A» Ca«a«lcw«, atib bic brava aa4 f <i jw aipb»a>. 
Mi«ki.« .«».«. a* llMtr Hkirf f^rbna» - Ar»«M. IfUi . I. 71 Tb* 4««4 oT lb* tn4taa»« aait- 
««ysa« U»4a U» Iba a«>« M<uar« afwMoa Ibis vte* ** Tb# 9«* »f f« l« MNtatb emiVmi Mar^'b, 
la r* yHU% iaaa mnmtmmlf aaU«l) icr; Miwmraaiam. Tbal «a f*aa»«aU^* •*« • M^aa* 
r IV* c^t#l '^ai^aM aT Um X— blf^ftHU, by Hftaa a< mmt gia ir ill 

If 
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liam Coddington and his united friends, for 40 fathoms of white 
beads, March 24th, 1637-8. 

They incorporated into a Body Politick March ye 7*^, lasS. 
This was y« form of ye incorporation : **• 

Rhode Island, March y« 7^, 1688. 
We whose names are underwritten do sware solemnly in y* presence of 
Jehovah to incorporate ourselves into a Body Politick ; and [as] he shall 
help us will submit our persons, lives, and estates, unto our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords, and to all those most perfect and 
absolute laws of his given us in his holy Word of truth, to be guided and 
judged thereby."* 

William Coddington,"* John Clarkk,"* 

William Hutchinson,"* John Coookshall,"* 

William Aspinwall,** Samukl Wilbor,"^ 

John Porter, "^ John Sanford,*" 

' Edward Hutchinson,"* Thomas Savaok,'* 

William Dtre,>" William Freeborn, "■ 

Philip Sherman,*" John Walker,*** 

RicHABi!» Carder,*" William Bolstine,*** 

Henry Bull,*" Randol Holden.** 

of the Baj, as also the particular sutiijectinge of the dead Sachiius of Aoquidoeeke 
and Kifcackamuckqutt," etc— JZ. /. Cbl. Rec, I., 45. The third Bachem mentioned 
seems to have been subordinate, and resident Sachem of Aquidneck. " Thia witneeseCh 
that I, Wanamatrannemit [as the name ia spelled in the inatrumentj y* at present Saohem, 
inhabitant of j* Island," etc— Ibid., 47. 

I* The language of this instrument as giren bj Comer, abore, is slightlj inaoonratt; 
instead of "do swear ... to incorporate," it should read, *'do here . . . incorporate**; 
also, instead of " meet perfect and absolute laws," it should read, " perfect and most abso- 
lute laws." 

The Scripture passages giren in the original, Comer has omitted ; these are Exod. 24 : 8; 
2 Chron. 11 : 3, 4 ; 2 Kings U : 17 ; in regard to which see Bap. Quarts X., 190. 

Arnold, HUt., I., 124, assumes that this ciril compact was signed at ProTidenoe. Prof. 
J. a a Clarke, B(^. Quart., X., 190, claims that it was signed in Boston, adding: *'Ths 
common assertion that this act was performed in Providence is indefensible." 

The signers themselves of this document, Sarage, in his Oeneal. DicL, describes as ** among 
the best men of Boston." 

The authorship of this compact—" the real first charter of Rhode Island "—with the two 
accompanying " engagements," is unknown. Prof. Clarke thinks " The probabilities of Mr. 
Clarke's authorship of the documents are conspicuous." 

uo The intensely religious spirit pervading the compact of incorporation has led to a 
misunoerstanding of ita purpose. While separating Church from State, the colonista rec- 
ognized Crod as the author of both, and in each as the supreme source of authority. " In 
order to dittarm as far as possible all adverse criticism by rival and hoetile colonies, and to 
assure themselves and all future comers, that the State, though denied Jurisdiction in the 
spiritual realm, was neverthlcss clothed with divine sanctions, they declared that God was 
the source of civil authority, and his revealed will, so far an it pertains to the conduct of 
man with man, should be the Aindamental law to govern in civil relations. Ihus, while 
denying to it ecclesiastical rule, they claimed for the State authority delegated 
by Qod and recognised by his woid.*'-{Barrows], IMnlop. Ba^ Frinctpiu im JL l^ 
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Ilenmrk. This day iiiy little daughter waa burnt by a coal fly- 
ing near her eye, but thro God's goodness not in it. O holy 

p. 23. Mr. ArDold, //<«!., L, 125, 126, who oorrecUjr regards thU instrumeDt as a "oItU 
compact," and not as ** a church coTcnanV* or ** a church oovuiiant which alsu emhodied 
a civil compact,*' is himself iu error when he represents the Aquidncck settlers as liiu« 
ItlDg tlieir principles of toleration to men professing Christianity, and not malcing room 
for those of every faith.— i?ap. Quart., VI., 488; X., 191 note; Of. Ntwp. Uitt. MagiUiiUt I., 
119-121. 

For Airther discuision of the aims and purposes of those men who settled Ilhodo Island, 
see Origin of the Irutituiians qf Rhode Uland, by the llev. Samuel Adlam (1871), also ScttUrt 
<lf Aquidneck and Liberty qf Omseifnce, by Henry K. Turner, M. D. (1880). 

IM William Coddington was born in 1600; came trom Linoolnsbire, England, to this 
country in company with John Winthrop, arriving at Salem, Juno 12, 1630;'was imme- 
diately promoted to offices of trust in the Massachusetts Colony ; built tho first brick house 
in Boston; in tho controvoriiy of l()36-37 he sympathised wiih the Autinomian party, as 
did Sir Henry Vane and the Rov. John Cotton ; having as a magistrate vainly opposed the 
Tident measures of the government against himself and fellow-udheronts of those views, 
he broke up his extensive mercantile business, and was one of the refligiHM who found an 
asylum in Ithode Island. He was prominent in the movement begun in tho closing 
months of 1G37, to send out a new colony comiMsed of men who had for their religious 
opinions fallen under the censures of the Monsaohusetts authorities. Being a man of 
wealth and social influence, and having held high office at the Bay, he was ma le the chief 
executive in the organisation of the infant Commonwealth. Becoming dissatisflod with 
the complexion of pcbiic affairs under the alliance of 1647, he went to England, and suo- 
oeeded in detaching Rhode Island firom the Mainland, and in being commissioned Governor 
of the former for life. This commission was revoked in 1C.'S2. Mr. Coddington sulisequeutly 
regained in large measure the public confidence ; throe different times he held the office of 
President of the Colony. Having embraced the religious views of the Quakers, he was 
much disturbc<l by the rough treatment accorded his fellow raligionists in Massachusetts 
and, August 12, 1672, wrote to Governor Bcllingham a letter of admonition. Mr. Cod- 
dington dieil November 1, 1678, and was buried . To his grandson, William, John 

Callender dedicated his " invaluable Century Sermon."— Sarage, G^nral. rict. 

ix iiee note lai. John Clarke roschiHl Boston in November, 1637, when tho town was in 
a fever ot excitement, the Antinomian controversy having'reached its culmination. He had 
had no share in the troubles that had dividoil tho people ; but ho was not slow in making 
his election between tho two parties, the oppressed and the oppressors, and he was with 
more than seventy others almost immediately disarmed. He became the counsellor and 
leader of the men who were l)eing distressed for their consciences. He proposed to them a 
solution of the difficulties. In his narrative he says: "I was no sooner on shoro but 
there appeared to me differences among them touching the Covenants, and in point of ev- 
idencing a man's good esUte; some prest hard for the Covenant of works, and for sanctifl- 
eation to bo the first and chief evidence; others prost as hanl for the Covenant of grace 
that was ostahlishiHl upon better promi.M«s, and for the evidence of the Spirit . . . Where- 
upon I moveil the latter, forasmuch as the laud was before us and wide enough . . . and 
for peace sake, to turn aside to the right hand or to the left. The motion was readily ao> 
oepted, and I was requested, with some others, to seek out a place."— 4 Mast. IfUt, 0>//., II., 
28, 24. In studying tho records of those early timos we are impressed with the fkct that, 
while not holding so prominent offices as some others, he was "the power behind the 
throne"; that his, more truly than any other, was the guiding mind in tho in fknt common- 
wealth. Prom tho outsot until bin death he was busy wiih public affairs. In 1651, he was 
sent by a largo constituency to England to secure tho revocation of C/oddington's commis- 
sion ; this task successfully accompished, he r<>mained In Ix>ndon to watch over the im- 
perilled InterosU of the oolony, and, notwithstanding the opposition of powerful rivals, 



88 THE DIABY OP JOHN (X)H£B. 

Providence. Prayed with Mrs, Charity Carpenter, beinjc very 
sick. 

obtained a charter guarao teeing ** privileges unparalleled in the hiatory of the world ** ; that 
declared " that no person within the said oolooj, anytime hereafter, shall be anywise mo- 
lested, punished, disquieted, or called in question for any differences of opinion on matters 
of religion." Returning home in 1664, Mr. Clarke's ooonsels and serrioes were in constant 
requisition. His last public act was performed only a few days before his death, in making 
good the defenses of his colony against the savage attacks of the Indians. He died very 
suddenly, April 20, 167G, while the war of '* King PhUip " was in progress, menacing the 
peace and safely of the community. He was buried upon his own land, upon what wsa 
afterwards known as Tanner Street (now West Broadway ).~8avage, Om, Did,; Cathcart, 
Bap. Enq/. . 

[John Clarke was a broad-minded, level-headed, strong man ; a man of Qod. In hit 
doctrinal and practical views he was remarkably in accord with Regular Baptists of tha 
present lime in this country. He was free fh>m the eccentricities which appeared in the 
life of the celebrated Roger Williams. More than any other man he is entitled to be called 
the Founder of the Baptist Denomination in America. His large pArtidpation in the 
public and political affairs of the infant oolony was rendered necessary by imperative eixw 
cumstances, and can be abundantly Justified without regarding it as a precedent for p<^t» 
ical activity on the part of ministers iu an old aud settled community. His fame has not 
equaled his merits, but it is to be hoped that future historians will do him ftiller justiee. 
I know that in this estimate of John Clarke I voice the opinion of the author of thase 
Notes.-J. W. W.] 

us William Hutchinson was bom in Lincolnshire, England, about — reached 
Boston, September IS, 1634, where he became a member of the First Church on the 
16*k of October, and a freeman the following 4*^ of March. He is described as a mer* 
chant, and as being pcwscsscd of *' a good estate." It was his wife, Anne, who became so 
conspicuous in Boston in connection with the Antinomian controversy, and upon whom 
the severity of Masssachusetts law fell so heavily. Banished fh>m Massachusetts, the wife 
was not deserted by her husband ; ho took his family to Rhode Island. He held the ofBoe 
of treasurer of the Colony, and when the division took pbce, and most of the puhUo 
o£Bcers removed to the south and settled Newport, he was made chief executive of thote 
remaining at Portsmouth, the original settlement. He died 1642. The year after hia 
death, his wife removed to the Dutch Province, and before she was fairly established waa 
murdered by the Indians. Mrs. Hutchinson was in many respects a remarkable woman, 
and must have been richly endowed ; but it is a mistate to make her a prominent figure la 
the early history of the new colony ; to represent her as in any sense a leader in the 
movement to settle Rhode Island ; indeed, it does not appear that she had any share eran 
in the counsels that led to that result. Their daughter Faith married Thomas Savage. 

i*< John Coggeshall came from Essex, England, arriving at S«>ptcmbei 16, 1682 ; 

admitted a freeman the 6^ of November following; removed to Boston ; was a represen- 
tative in the General Court for several years ; sympathizing with the Antinoniians he 
was expelled fW>m his seat, disarmed, and banished; went to Rhode Island, chosen As- 
sistant, then President of the Colony. After filling other honorable positions, he died, 
prob.ibW in November, 16t}9. His son, John, married Elizabeth, youngest daughter of 
William Baulston. 

i» William Aspinwall came to this country in 1630, probably in the fleet bringing John 
Winthrop ; was one of the earliest members of the church in Charlestown, and chceen 
one of the two deacons; soon remored to Boston, became a freeman April 3, 16^, and in 
16.37 a representative in the (tcneral Court ; sympathizing with the Antinomian party in 
1637, he waa " dismissfnl, disarmed, disfranchised, and banished " ; entered " with so many 
other of his fellow-faints" the movement to found a new Colony in RhiHle Island in 1638, 
and at its organization he became the secretary. But his connection with the Cdony waa 
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w*dn«s<i., This day I received a letter lh)in y prison Arom 
ootob«r 1. Mr. O'Hara. 



not of long duration, for he wont to New Haven in 1641, where ho livod a couple of yeftn, 
and ihenoe returned to Botton.— Savage, Oeneal. Diet* 

u« Samuel Wilbur oaiueto Botton before 1088, whore he resided In 1637, and ** fell into 
sympathy with the niiOor V^^^ ^^ ^'l* feUow-worghippera under the daugvroiis doctrines ol 
Ootton and Whoolwrixht, so that the body of the peoplo at other places in the Ckilony 
deemed it necessary to disarm tliem in November, 1687 "; with eight* en others, ** among 
the best men of lioston," hu assisted to purchase and settle Aquidneck, or lihodo Island ; 
was held in high esteem, so that after his removal to Taunton his name was retained on 
the list of freemen in l(iS2. Savage says he had wisdom enough to hold on to his estates at 
Portsmouth, at Taunton, and at Boston, returning to the latter place before making hia 
will, April HU, 1GA6. He illud on the 2Uili of the «S*ptomber following. His eldest son, Sam* 
Ufl, murriod a daughter of John Porter, and was named In the royal charter as one of the 
patentees. IhUt. Kht^tnold difTers from snme of these statomenta. 

w juhn Porter l>ecanie a freeman at Itoxbury, Novembers, 1633, whence he removed to 
Boston, becoming an adhcrtuit of the Aotinomlan views in 1C37, wns one of the company 
removing to Ithode iMland in 16;)8, was an Assistant In the new Colony in 1641, removed to 
Wlokford lor Warwick, as Sheffield states], whore he was living in 1074. 

IM John Sanford was in Boston In 1081, and member of the church there, admitted flrao- 
man April 3, 1032, and same year made cannoneer at the fort; as an Antinomian was in 
1637 dinarmcil ; came to Rhode Island with first settlers, where he In Id many offlcei 
<»r iruNt, I wing succcsitivoly C'onstable, Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant, and President of the 
Colony in May, 1658. The time is not known. His eldest son, John, married April 17, 
1063, Mary, daughter of Samuel Uorton, and widow of Peter Greene. 

IM Kdward Hutchinson, eldest son of William, (note 1A8), called Jr. to distinguish him 
from his uncle of the same name, to whose name whs appended Sen., came a single man to 
Boston before his parents, and became a member of the church, and freeman Septembers, 
\XA ; was among the flrst settlers of Rhode Island, but in a few years returned to Boston, 
where ho opposed the cruel measures of the government toward the Quakers. Ue died 
AuguKt 19, 1H7R, agod 62 years. 

i«> Thcmias Savag(\ son of William, of Somersetshire, England, came to Boston in 1080, at 
the age of 27, liecame a member of the Boston Church, and a freeman May 2A, 1635 ; 
entered upon the business of a merchant ; was disarmed in November, 1037, and removed 
with eighteen others to Rhode Island, whero he remained however but a short time, fbr 
iH'coming reconciled with the Boston authorities he returned to dwell [there]. Ho married 
Faith, daughter of William and Anne Hutchinson. 

i«t William I>yre came from London to Boston in 163A, )>eoame a member of the Boston 
Church, a fnxmian March 8, 1636, was disarmed and disfranchised in 1637 for his Antl- 
nomlanlNni ; was of the company removing to Rhoile Island in 1038, where he was held in 
high esteem ; he was clerk of the General Court, Secretary of the ('olony, and Attomey- 
(tonersl when the office was created in 16A0. His wife. Mary, a religious enthusiast, was 
hanged in Boston, in 1660. One of their sons was named Mahershalalhashbas ; their other 
chlUlren had ordinary names. 

iM William Freeborn, who came Arom Boston to Rhode Island, in 1637, died at Porta- 
month, June 3, 1670, aged HO years. 

i«* Philip Sherman arrived at Roxbury, in 103.3, a single roan ; became a Areeman May 
14, 1634; mnrrlHt Sarah Odding, daughter of the wife of .lohn Porter, by a former 
hunband; wa<« a member of the Boston Church, but led away In 1037 to "familism** 
(Savnire), by Porter, an is supposed, and disarmed ; removed to Rhode Island with the flrst 
colonlslM, whore he was at one time Secretary of the Colony ; he dl(«(l in 1076. 

^•* John Wailcur arrived at Roxbury, and became a member of the church, and admitted 
freeman May 14, 1634; removed to Boston "to flnd perhao!* wider sympathy for his 
heresy," was dii«armed in 1687 " with the major part of his ft-llow-worshippers " ; rt^movad 
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Tryd.y 8. 



This day I attended y funeral of Mr. Joseph Bor- 
den from his house to ye Quakers' meeting house ; 
John Wanton,** Depy Gov preached. He died suddenly on 

to Rhode Island with the first settlers in 1638 ; in the division of the Colony in 1690, 
he went with the larger namber to the south to settle Newport ; his name appean on th« 
roll of freemen at Newport, March 16, 1641, for the last tiiue. 

i<ift Richard Carder first appears at Roxbury, whence he early reinOTed to Boaton, became 
freeman May 25, 1636 ; " as a supporter of the pestilent heresy '* of the Antinooiians, was 
disarmed and disfranchised in 1637 ; removed to Rhode Island with other ooloniits in 
1638 ; in 1643 was engaged with Samuel Gorton, Randnll Holden, Richard Waterman, and 
others in the purchase of Warwick ; was, in defending his rights, imftrisoned at Roxbury, 
and placed in irons and threatened with death ; was howerer released, and be lived in 
peace at Warwick until the breaking out of King Philip's war, when he fled to Newport 
for protection, where he died in 1676. His family aiterward returned to Warwick. 
Susanna Carder, supposed to be a daughter of Richard, married Nathaniel, son of Richard 
Waterman. 

>M William Baulston, or Balstone, was admitted a Areeman at Boston, October 19, 1680, 
and was in steady employment for the town until 1637, having been " trusted among the 
worthiest" ; was chosen selectman in 1637, but was in the autumn of that year diifarmed 
*'with a majority of his fellow-worshippers for Antinomianism *' ; after his removal to 
Rhode Island was assistant in 1639, 41, 66 ; he died March 14, 1679, aged 78.-— Savage, Oen, 
IHcU 

^^ Henry Bull was born in 1610, arrived at Roxbury in 1635, became a freeman May 17, 
1637, removed to Boston, and became infected with the new views gaining such wide cur- 
rency; the Roxbury Church records say, *' being weak and affectionate, was taken and 
transported with the opinion of familism, etc., as may be seen in that story," referring to 
the book sent forth by Mr. Welde, the Roxbury pastor, in which he characterizes Anne 
Hutchinson as a " Jezebel " ; falling with others under the displeasure of the government, 
he removed in 1638 to Rhode Island, where he became the Colony's first Sergeant in 1686, 
and 1689 was Governor of the Colony ; he died January 22, 169')-4, and was buried in tb« 
Coddington burying ground, on Farewell street. His first wife was Elizabeth, who died 
October 1, 16C5; his second wife was Anne Clayton, widow of Nicholas Easton, who died 
June 8, 1707. He built the stone house on Spring street, which is still standing, the only 
building erected by " the first comers" now remaining. 

iv Randall Holden came from Wiltshire, England; his name does not appear in any 
record of the New World until found as one of the witnesses to the deed of the Indian 
Sachems conveying Aquidneck to the first settlers. His name in this list of siKners of the 
compact of incorporation has occasioned scholars some little diflJculty. Comer in th« 
above list omits the name of Exlwanl Hutchinson, sen., and gives lUndall Holden, making 
the number eighteen. Callender, JIUL Due., p. 84, gives Edward Hutcliinson, sen., and 
omits Randall Holden, making the number eighteen, as does Corner. Backus gives the 
number of signers as nineteen, including both the abore names. The R. I. Oil. Rec, also 
give the number of names as nineteen. Arnold, Hist., I., 124, says, " Holden's is separated 
ftt>m the others by a line." " There were eighteen original proprietors and nineteen 
signers of the compact." Holden could not have been one of the purchasers, as his name 
appears as one of the witness(>s lo the d-el. 

»• John Wanton, son of Edwanl and Elizabeth Wanton, was bom in 1672; " was deputy 
governor from 1721 to 1722, and from 1729 to 1731, when, upon the death of his brother 
William, he was elected Governor seven times successively ;" thus for twelve consecutive 
years, "the first five as deputy governor and the last seven as chief maf^istrate, he had 
held the highest officer of the State," when he died while still in office, July «, 1740, and 
was buried in the Clifton burying ground on Golden Hill street, in Newp«m. He was for 
many years an approved minister of the Soeiety of Friends, and is said to have been very 
eloquent.— Arnold, UUUt II., 126 ; Biog. Cyclop. R, /. 



THE DIARY OF JOHN CX)MER. 91 



Wednesday evening before 9 of y« clock. He was abroad on his 
horse about sunset. 

The voice of sudde i death is y* — Be you also ready. O may I 
be so. From y« Monthly Mercury for June 1729 in London, were 
christened 1279 and buried 1805 ; there decreased 716. 
8«t., 4. Attended church meeting. 

This morning I was sent for to pray with Mr. 
Lord'. D., a. j)^^g| Shrief who was exceeding low— Did so— <md 

again at evening. 
Mond., 0. Prayed w^ Mr. Daniel Shrief. 

Visited Mr. Barker and Capt. Peckcom in y« 

' woods."® I have not been there before [in] 9 months. 

This 7th of Oci^ I paid Capt. Peckcom y® use money for y« fifty 

pounds he took up for me of y® Colony, wJ> was £2 10s. Od. So 

yt there is one bond taken up. 

Exceedingly beyond measure almost bowed down 
w»dn»«d.. 8. ^^^ depressUn my spirits about living in y«0 [world?] 
—circumstances low, and my spirits low even to an extreme, about 
y« affairs of my former fiock. The ark of God is taken — the can- 
dlestick is shaking. O yt ye church, if worthy, may be supplied 
by Thee, O Lord God. Find and send by him whom Thou wilt 
send. I am also so low in spirit y* I can't see the end why y« 
holy God is contending with me. O Lord show me ; lead me in 
ye way everlasting. I am in much fear about my soul; my 
precious soul I want to see it precious to Gk)d. Lord, I fear I 
have no oyl [oil]. O, let me know I have oyl [oil] by my lamp 
burning brighter. 

This morning Mr. Crandall and I visited Mr. 
" * Shrief. I prayed w^ him upon nxiuest. 

Heard Mr. Crandall and Mr. Hiscox from yt word, 
He y^ is ashamed of me and of my ways in this sin- 



(tetard., 11. 

fUl— 

Lord's D., la. 



Mr. Hiscox preached in our congregation from 1 
Peter 4 : 18. Well opened. Mr. Henry Loveall 
preached in y® evening by candle light in y® meeting house. 

1^ Previous to the Revolution, the Inland of Rhode Island soeros to have been well 
wooded. The outakirts of the town of Newport were designated " the woods." Thus we 
read that about 1710 and later, school teachers were elected for the ** woods part of the 
town," while in 1714 one was " chosen school master for the town part of this township " ; 
and that in 1728, an order was passed appropriating firom the Public Treasurj money for 
building " tl^e school house la the woods."— £iir/y School UUtory af Newport, by BenJ. B. 
Howland, in the Netopwi Mercury, December 4lh and 18th, 1876, January 15ih and 29th, 
1876 ; An, Bep. Seh. Om, nf Newport, 1876 or 1877, pp. 68-M. 
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Mr. Henry Loveall signified his desire to visit y 
Mond., 18. ^.J^^p(»J^gg j^ ^j^^ jersies and earnestly requested a line 

from ye ministers here. I was desired to draw a few lines. An 
exact coppie. 

These lines may signifie to the Baptized churches of our Lord Jetui 
Christ in the Jersies and places adjacent, That our Brother, Henry Loveall, 
the bearer, having had a desire to make a visit into your parts, we do 
by these signifie to you y' we know nothing but y< his conversation ii 
agreeable to y« gospel of Jesus Christ. We would further notifie to.you y* 
he has been sometimes exercised in y« minbtration of y« word. These 
therefore are to recommend him unto the communion and fellowship of y* 
churches among you where God in his holy providence may cast him. 

So committing both you and him to y« conduct and protection of heaven, 
earnestly wishing you all y« blessing of y^ everlasting covenant, we sub- 
scribe ourselves your affectionate Brethren iny^ bonds of y« gospel of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Jamss Clabks, 

DaNIKL WlOHTHAir. 

John Comer. 
Newport on Rhode Island, Oct' y« 18, 1729. 

Here follows wt I gave him privately : 

Brother Loveall : I earnestly wish y« Lord to be with you in your in- 
tended journey and desire you would gratifie me in y« following particulan. 
(1) In each place you go to strive to know in w^ year y« ch was first con- 
stituted. (2) W^ number of members they respectively consist of at this 
time. (8) W is their constitution in principles, whether gen^ or particular. 
(4) W are their terms of communion. (5) W year y« agreement was 
made in to hold communion at y« table of the Lord w*^ such as were not 
under imposition of hands. (6) How many churches there are in com- 
munion. (7) Be sure to present my hearty respects to each church. (8) 
Endeavor to do all possible good among them y* you can. These things 
fipom your loving B% JOHH CoHXS. 

N. Rhode Island, Oct' y« 18, 1729. 

He had gathered here towards it, £4 16s. Od.[?] 
This evening, in Mr. Thurston's tan vats,"* a child of Mr. 
Willm Claggett's'" was drowned. 

171 Wanting. 

ITS William ClaRgett was a dock-maker in Newport, and of conBiderablecel^ritj Id hisdaj. 
Several of his tall clocks of elegact workmanship may still be found In the homes of New* 
port, keeping good time, and serring as ornamental pieces of furniture. He was a man of 
marked ingenuity, and was possessed of an inquiring mind. The subject of eleotridtj 
which was then Just beginning to attract the attention of scholars, was made by him a pco- 
found study. He is said to have anticipated Franklin in some of his experiments. H« 
constructed for his use an electrical machine of large dimensions, which Franklin saw on 
a visit to Newport. Although the latter " had made some electrical experiments by tbo 
friction of glass Jars, yet this was the first machine of the kind he had ever soen.** Tbit 
machine is in the possession of the heirs of the late Doctor David King. Mr. GUiCfttt p«b> 
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This day I received a letter from Mr. James Brown, 
TMsd., 14. minister at Providence. Here follows w* he wrote 
concerning what I wrote to him for to be sent to [the] South 
Carolina church. An exact coppie. 

Providence in y« Colony of Rhode Island in Now England, Oct' 2, 1727. 
Jonathan Brown *^^ did confess Christ and was Baptized in his name; for 
instance David Eldrege was Baptized at y« same time and Jonathan Brown 
as far as we know walked orderly for some time, but y" grew cold in his 
religion— Difference arising between him and his wife—and it was reported 
that he used strong drink to excess ; but this not being proved as matter of 
fact, we did only advise him to better watchfulness and warn him of y« 
danger to come, which was done several times, but he left his place in y« 
church, and so left the town. The woman y* was his wife is yet alive; the 
was divorced by an act of Court which she obtained afler long suit for it 

James Brown, Pastor, 
Timothy Sheldon, 
John Dexter, 
John Stone. 

Also this day thrre were 8 funerals in the town, and two per- 
sons besides lay dead. The f\inerals were, Mary Weeden, Willm 
Claggett's child, and Jonathan Clarke's child. Those who lay 
dead were Joseph Card aged 81 years, and Mr. Jackson. 

This day I completed y« gathering yt I made in 
w«dn«»<!.. la. ^^^j. ^ ^^^ ^ England to get a set of Mr. Joseph 

Stennett's works. 

£ s. d 

JohnOdlin 6 

James Green 10 

Reuben Packcom 5 

Joseph Sanford 10 

Mary Herod 1 

Abigal Dyre 10 

Dinah Packcom 6 

Elizth Fortine 1 

Elizth Tillinghast 10 

Total 4 15 

llshed a tract entitled, A Looking Olau^ etc., which is rerj rare, and for a oopj of which 
twentj-flre dollars has been rofused. He was born In 1696, it is said, in Wales; came to 
Boaton, where he learned the trade of clock-making, probabljr of Benjamin Bagnall, who 
was in business in Boston, In 1718; married Mary, daughter of Matthew and Margaret 
Armstrong, of Boston, who owned an estate in Middle Street, now Hanover Street; was 
admitted a freeman at Newport May 8, 1726; was a Notarjr Public in Angust, 1746; had a 
second wife, Rebecca, who surrived him, and was mentioned In his will ; he died in Mew- 
port, October 18, 1749, and was buried in the common burjlng ground. 
inM As page 84. 
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Preached at y® place of Baptizing. Joseph Caid 
"^••«' buried. 

This day I read over y* affkirs of the trouble in y« 
8«tnrd., 18. ^.J^^y^.J^ ^ EldoT Ephraim Wheaton, who came down 

to visit my former people. I don't find by him any repentance 
in ym for ill management, neither do I learn any good desires 
inym. 

Preached in course. Elder Wheaton adminisiered 
Lord'* D., 10. ^^^ Sacrament of y« Lord's Supper to my people. 
This is yo 2<i time this year. 

Visited my people, and Mr. Clap ; he said if people 
Mond., 2o. ^Qy|^ Yyyj^^ weigh y« affair of divine grace in ye scale 

of right reason expressed to fallen man and not to fallen angels 
'twould serve to convince them of y« greatness and sovereignty 
of it. Divine grace is free to all, but more free to some. 

Prayed with Daniel Shrief, continuing low. This 
wednesd..aa. ^^ came news of y« small pox being in Boston. It 
came in about y« middle of y* month, brought in an Irish vessel, 
who (as I hear) threw over 19 in their passage. 

This day instead of a lecture, a Aineral sermon was 
Thir«d.,a3. pj.g3^iied by Mr. Wightman in y« meeting house, 
over y« corpse of Mr. Peleg Carr's little daughter. 

Visited Mr. Clap ; in discourse he said that holy 

Mond., 27. ^j^jjjgg ^^ere too good and wicked things too bad, for 

banter and laughter. True words. Mr. Jno Adams visited me. 

My antient acquaintance Mr. John Hobbs visited 

Wedn*ad.,20. 

me. 
Exceeding rainy ; preached from Luk. 10 : 42, but 
'*^**'^'^°* 12 people at lecture. 

Attended Mr. CrandalPs meeting. Mrs. Lydia 
•'^^' ®^* Ryder Baptized by him. A small auditory. 

Attended Mr. Crandall's meeting, Mrs. Lydia 
No^^'i. Ryder passed under hands. This day 4 years I came 
to live on Rhode Island. 
Preache<l in course. At even Mr. Constant Devo- 

Lord's D., 2. A, • •!. 1 

tion visiteil me. 
Here I would observe the admirable providence of 
Taesd., 4. ^^^ ftQod God towards me in his divine preservation 
shown to me and mine. 'Tis this. On Thursday, May the 15^ 
my mother being in the forenoon about 10 of y clock in y 
chamber bedroom, laid down her pipe in a chair near y bed and 
not so well observing whether there were any fire or no, soon 
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Ufmt down iitjiir^ A llttlo tlmo tktier, my wifr irf»inir "p f*niell 
•«<iiiif*thin^ hum, fin<l p»in^ Into y^ nunu f<Kin<l it full of ^nioke 
nn*\ A imp In >*• rluilr n*tt4ly t€> IiIium*, ami hy y» iiM»iin«* It wim ex- 
tintniUh4'«l. t ) w* a tmuM* have I to hh«w y« l/ml for hh prr>tivtlon 
ami ir^MMlmfw. ThU 1 |a»niied in a BOiall note which orraaioned 
itit U*iti|C nilaplariHl. 

Till?* <lrty 1 wrote a letter to Mr. Thomaa Sym- 

'^ niomb, |NJ»tor of the liapthit (*hun*h in Houih (*an>- 

liiiiu Till;* evrnln>f, uUml wven of >•• eicrlc, in the North 

npiM*ar«-<l un<i (>r»ntinu<'<l for M*v«*nU houn« a hri|(ht li^ht of a lan^ 

4 xtint like y« l»rtnikint: of the day. It hml a f*low nioti«in 

lowanLi thi* IliiHt, tii« all y* ap|M>arHiK^^ (»f y^ like naturt* have 

hiul, tho thrn» Wffe no n|ieiirM in it an 1 «ll?<ti»ven*d. 

norwi.a I'D'arhi'd. Mr. \Vi>(htnmn at Narra>nii)<**«*tt. 

rrj^.t \Vn»te u lelt«T to y« chun*h at Chowan, In North 

Cun»Una. 
rn.0d . II xhlrt clay cllwl Sam* Clarke, a youth. 
w»4a««4 . It xhij« day 1 wH *»ut on a Jourm»y to Hwaniey, on 
fiM»t ; ^>t tli4*n» alM>ut four of y* rhrk to Mr. Calleiuh^rN rhamher. 
IiiHlk'«*«l y« niifht at l>inK^>n Kinp*U\v'>»; niurh tin**!. (Thin day 
tili-^i at N. |Nirt Mr. Janu^ NoUv [ .N'oyi-!*), a y^miu? tn*ntl(*nian, 
(HhKiitifl at Yale ( olleil^* in C'onntHiirut.) The f«*h<M»lhouiie 
mi«^tl. 

Thi.H U*ini; pultlio Thank^ivinic thn>U(;h tho 

r^r0d.i» Pn»vln<v, I pnnu^lM'il at Swunwy, in Khler 

.Ma-in*- (^'U^rnvntlon. Small au<litor\'. IHiMtl with .Mr. Cal- 

l«*ntl« r. ioinfortuMf <lay. I^nlp^l y« ni^ht with Mr. Jn« Cal- 

Uuiivr, i'VUin ,Uiy di«"«l at N. |«»rt .MiO<»r Nath» Shemel«l.'*'i 

Thl«» day 1 wi»nt owr to ProvldetKv. Ilorrriwwl 
^"^' '* Mr. Will* TunwrV hop*.. (Jot then- aUmt :\ \\ M. 
Vl-iti^l rapt. \Vlll«» I'oiirr. who waa f*up|iop^'<l iM*ar hi?* end. 
lie kni'W MH* hut wa^^n't in a f*a|ittcity to di<«x»urN\ 

Thin moniinic at>out hn^nk of day Capt. I*otliT 

di<^i, a Worthy mf*mtM*r of y* Iiapti#t (*hun*h In 

Frovidrnt^*, murh lamrntinl. I wa^ n^|Ufv«t4Hl the next day to 



(.«i.««« trT**tirrr "f iIm < t«k>nr f^«««i tT«t I • l*«7 In t7ll wm »» y»i U t«»l »a^ nl tkm 



96 THE DIABY OP JOHN COMER. 



preach ye funeral sermon. This day a snow fell deep— the first. 
Lodged at Col. N. Powers. 

This day I preached at y« ftineral of Capt. Potter, 
LordsD.,ie. ^^ y^ meeting house in Providence, from these 

words, Ps. 116 : 15, Precious in the sight of y« Lord is the death 
of his saints. A vast auditory of all sorts of people. After 
prayer, Joseph Smith, a Quaker, said a few words moderately. 
Lodged at Col. N. Powers'. 

This day twelve months ago the sermon which 
liond., 17. Qffended my people was preached. 1 adore divine 
goodness expressed towards me in carrying me through yt sink- 
ing trouble I met v/^ from y«. Remained at Provi lence. 
Lodged at Justice Tillinghast's. 

This day visited Elder Brown and Deacon Win- 
Taead., 18. ^^m ^j[y horso scnt to Swauzcy. This evening I 

was entertained with a rare water-melon at Col. Powers' y* grew 

in his garden. Lodged at Justice TiUinghast's. 

This day about sunset Mr. Dodge's sloop set sail 
w«dne«d., 19. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ j^ ^j^j^j^ J obtained a passage. We 

arrived at N. port about ten of y« clock yt night. A very com- 
fortable passage. Got safe home. Blessed l)e y« Lord. 
Thirsd.. ao. Preached at y« lecture in my wonted course. 

The letter my people sent to Swanzey for help I 
saw in y® church book, dated at N. port Sept. 16th. 



Fryd., ai. 

Signed by 



WiLLM Peckcx)m, Elder, 
Sam'l Maxwell, Deacon, 
George Hall, 
James Peckoom. 

This evening after y« service of y® day was over 
Lord's D.. 28. ^j.^^ Hiscox prcachcd in our meet'g house an evening 

lecture,' the 2^ in yt place. 

Visited. This day I record y« comfortable account 
Moiid.,a4. ^yj^i^.|^ J received, that on Thursday the 6th of this 

month ye Baptist church in Swanzey and yc brethren belonging 
to Palmer's lliver, joine<l toother again, after they had stood 
off near four years, and y« Lord's day following communed to- 
gether. I desire to praise Go<l for it. 

This dav I WTote a letter to Deacon Prime of New 
T«e«i..aa. Milford in Connecticut. ' 

"4 (Wantinjr.) 
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, This day I received a letter from Mr. Callender of 

thir«d., 27. 3Qg^^jj j^jjj f^pQ,^ Deacon Job Shepherd of Cohanaey. 

Preached in stated course. 

This day also was found a man drowned at Mr. Goldin's wharf, 
a sailor, supposed to be drowned y« day before. 

This day attended Mr. Jno Adams* lecture; he 

Fryd.. 28. py^j^^.hed from Matt. 22 : 12. 

This day I wrote to Mr. Stephen Gorton, of New 
8«tard.. 20. Loiulon. Mr. Job Simford visited me, being Just go- 
ing to sea. 
Preached in course. Prayed witli Mr. Bei\|amin 
Lord's D..80. Burroughs bctwcen meetings, and at night. 

This (lay wrote a letter to Mr. Palmer, minister at 
oJoSm'r 1. N. Carolina, by Mr. Pleive. 

w«dn«sd 8 "^^^^ ^^*^^' ^ received ye account of y« apparition to 
■' * Joseph Goodhue. 

This day I wrote a letter to Nicholas Eyres, min- 
'^•' *• ister at New York. 

Wrote a letter to Br. E. Callender in Boston. This 
"** " ■ day the news of Capt. Russell's death came to town. 
Mr. Jno Callender came to visit. 

Visited Mrs. Russell on y« death of her husband. 

' ' Preached in course. Between meetings Mr. 

Stephen Gorton and 1 went over to my old meeting 

" ' house to hear Mr. Callender. 'Tis eleven months 

since I was in it. This evening I received a letter from Mr. 

Paul Palmer, minister at N. Carolina. lie sent me a small 

token of love. 

This evening Mr. Gorton preached at R. Gardner's 

Mond., 10. 1 

house. 
This day Mr. Joshua Clark's Aineral was bid to. 
'■ • ■ He died y« night before. Mr. Sami Maxwell at lec- 
ture ye !■* time. 

Attended Mr. Clark's fUneral. Visited sundry 
Fryd.,10. |jre^i^j^»,j jn ye wo(kIs. Thls day James Clark, a 

young man, son of Lawrence Clark, died. 
Lord'* D., 21. Preached in course. 
w«dne»d.,24. Brother John Proctor paid me a visit. 

Mr. Sami Maxwell attended lecture. O y* broth- 
Tbirsd.. 20. crly love if it be God's will may be renewed and 

established. I am sure I delight in it. 
Attended Mrs. Matthews' fUneral who died ye day before. 
I 
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This evening Just after nine an alarm was beat to find a little boy 
yfc was missing who lived w**» Henry Saben. 

This morning Gideon Wanton's "* child's Ameral 

Preached in course. This day the council met 

Lord'. D.. S8. ^^^^ y^ gjj^^j ^^^ 

As to the affairs of the past year, I have met with 
wedn«Bd.. 81. jjjg^jjy things iiard and exceedingly uncomfortable, 

especially about my church in their ill carriage to me; but I 
have found y« Lord wonderfully supporting of me under it, 
praised be his holy name. 
It has I think been the most trying year to me on many accounts. 
There have been this year two drowned ; one found dead in 
his boat, Mr. Updike ; one stood in the pillory and [was] dipt. 

There have been seventeen received into the church to whom I 
preach. This year I Baptized one as a minister at large, i. e., 
under no obligation as pastor to any particular flock, at Narra- 
gansett Yearly Association — ^Elizabeth Moot. 
A Presbyterian meeting house built. 

What I had this year for support ttom the church and congre- 
gation amounts to £129 Os. Od. 

An exact account of what I owe in the world this first day of 
January, 1730, John Comer. 

£ 8. d. 

To the Colony 50 

" Mr. JnoOdlin 50 

" Sister Elizth Barker 40 

" Mother Rogers 40 

" Mr. Arnold Collins 40 

*« Mr. Will°» Swan 16 

" Mr. John Clarke 6 

" Mr. Jonathan Kingsley 12 

" Madam Judith Cranstone 20 

" Sundries in small debts 18 

Total 291 



176 Gidoon WftDtoD, son of Joseph and Sarah (FrMhorn) Wanton, was born In TiToton, 
October 20,1693; married Febmarf 6, 1718, Mrs. Mary Codman, who died Septembers, 
1780 ; for two yearn, 1746-47, held the office of Governor. While in office, responded to the 
call for troops to asuLnt in carrying on the war against France. The people nobly supported 
him, but " no man took a deeper interest in it than the Quaker Governor of Rhode Island.** 
Mr. Rartlett says: *'That although a Quaker, he was a belligerent one, and fblly equal to 
the emergency, and had he Iteea Goremor and Captain-General of Rhode Island in 1861, 
would have been among the first to send a regiment of Rhode Island Tolanteers to Wash- 
ington." He died September 12, \767,—Bioff. Cycfop., R, I. 
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My house In which I now live which was built by me and first 
inhabited Sept. the 23^, 1728, cost according to my most exact 
computation for the bare materials and building together with 
the land on w»» it stands £ii02 38. 6d. I was lately offered if I 
would sell it £340, under which if I did sell I wuld not do it, be- 
cause I was favored by several in y« price of sundry materials, 
which, were I now to build, and y« money being so much fallen 
in its currency, it would cost me so [much] if not more. What I 
have in the house if priced as to uteusils amounts to about £160. 

£ s d 

House 302 3 6 

Household utensils 160 

Amounts to 462 8 6 

Debts 291 

Remains by subtracting my clear estate .161 8 6 

So that I find I have a sufiiciency to pay all to whom I owe 
anything in the world if I should be speedily taken away. I^^ 
commit my houI unto y« hands of God who gave it me, and my 
body to be decently interred at y« discretion of my surviving 
friends, hoping through the merits of Jesus Christ to obtain y® 
free remission of all my sins and an inheritance among y™ yt are 
sanctified; and [1] bequeath after my just debts are paid y« re- 
mainder, £1(51 3« (>d, unto my dear wife and tender babes, tp whom 
it justly and principally doth belong. So committing them to the 
Lord who is able fully to supply them, desiring the God of peace 
that brought again from y« dead yo Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of y© sheep, might thro' y« blood of the everlasting 
covenant make them perfect to do his will ; working in y^ yt w*> is 
well pleasing in his sight thro Jesus Christ, to whom be glory, 
honour, and praise, world without end. Amen. 

John Comer. 

Newport in Khodo Island, 

January tho Ist, 1730. 

^, ^ This day I begin a new year. Oh that all things 
jMiii*rj 1. i78o."^^y become new within me I Oh that I may purge 
out y« old leaven y * so I may be a new lump unto the 
Lord I 1 Cor. 6 : 7. 
Fryd.. a. This day Mr. Davis died, 
tetnrd.. 8. Attended Church meeting. 
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Lord's D., 4. Preached in course. 

^ ^ ^ • Mrs, ^Xjnult'a funeral bid to. Mr. John Hobbs 
visited nie, 

wsdnsad 14 ^^ brother James Phillips camo to this Island in 
* * ' order to sail hence to y« West Indies and London, 
y^^ ^ This day I wrote a letter to y« Baptists at Spring- 
field, directed to Doctor John Leonard. 
This day being sent for I prayed with Mrs. £ady 
^'^••^•«* being sick. 

This day Mr. Wightman went lo y« almshouse to 
^^^^' *^* visit Hannah Weston. Upon request I prayed with 

her. 
Lords D.. This [day] preached in course. 
PsimiaiT I »pj^g morning a woman named Becks, at y« Point, 
iftond.. a. was found dead in her bed. 'Twas supposed she died 
in her sleep being alone. 

Tn««d.. 8. This day I preached at y^ funeral of Mr. R, Gard- 
ner's child. 

wsdMsd 4 '^^^^^ night between nine and ten of y« clock in y« 
North appeared the aurora borealis, having many 
bright streamers extending towards the zenith. 

This day Col. William Coddington '^ and Jahleel 
''^" • Brenton '", two of the Committee for signing ye bills 
of public credit, went to Boston to attend the court, at which were 
to be tried y« next week Paul Eunice, who was found in uttering 
(and suspected for counterfeiting) sundr>' bills of this Colony, in 
Nov^^ past. 

Prayed with y^ widow Thurston's child, being very 

Mood., O. I 

low. 
This day Mr. Maxwell stopt yechurch and proposed 
Lord. D. 15. ^^j. ^j^ j^j^^ Walton to be sent for to supply my 

place in y« church w*> was under my (»aro, which was concluded 
in >*• affirmative. I learn y* Mr. Willm riapK<»tt is a principal in- 
strument in y* affair. I am informe<l yt Philip Smith is some- 
thing delirious; y* >•• same wicked spirit still rules in tklward 
Smith and Capt Will™ Peckcom as in y* lu'ight of y« diflTcronce, 
who were y^ princijial wicke<l instrument* in it,tho they were 
willing to lay all upon me, w*> is utterly false. But I am sup- 
ported by God's infinite grace and this day by yt word, Psalm 
37 : 1,7, 8, 9. Fret not thyself l>ecjiuse of evil doers. 

m Mi m (Wantlaf ). 
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This evening Mr. Jno Callender was married at Bwanzey to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hardin. 

This day Mr. Jno Callender preached his farewell sermon at 
8wanzey from Ps. 138 : 1, and proposed to lay down y« ministry 
altogether. 

The interest of Christ in y« Baptist churches looks very dark at 
this time ; the harvest is great, but y© labourers are few. Oh y t ye 
Lord of y« harvest would flumish and send forth into his harvest ! 
I mourn over y« churches. Lord show w* is y* ground of thy 
controversie. 

The trouble at Swanzey was on y« account pf Mr. Callender, in 
that some were willing to divert my settling theie in y* year 
1726, because y* way might be open for him, which was two 
years before he was a professor. He was baptized in Boston in 
June 1727, in w^ month he began his public ministry in Boston, 
and about y« month of August, 1728, he began to preach at Swan- 
zey and continued to do so till JFeb. y* 16, 1780. On y* day y© 
church met to choose him to office he signified his design to de- 
sist ye service, to the great trouble and surprise of the church. 

This day died Mrs. Elizth Coddington widow of 

Tbir«i..iQ. Mr. Edward Coddington. 

This day Mr. Adams' church met to give him a dis- 
w*dn*td.. ao. jjjiggjQjj ^jjj his charge, which was accordingly done, 

but no letter of recommendation. He came to this Island Au- 
gust 6, 1727. Mr. Adams preached in the schoolhouse January 
ye 21, 1728 ; was ordained April ye 11, 1728 ; was dismisst, Feb- 
ruary ye 25, 1780; removed out of town March ye 2, 1780; his 
people had contended with him about a year. Though there be 
troubles yet God's foundation is sure. 
Thirmd., SO. Thls day prayed with Mrs. Bingham, being sick. 
Fpyd.. 27. This day prayed with her again. 

This day I went to visit Mr. Jno Adams, being Just 

limb's, going out of town. I received a letter from Mr. 

Symmonds, minister at South Carolina. 

^^ This day I went to visit Elder Peckcom, who dis- 

* * coursed to my satisfaction about ye trouble and y* 

things of God. 

This day Edward Thurston's child was buried 
ftt)m ye meeting house; ye meeting carried on with 
prayer. 

This day Mr. Jno Walton came to town by request 
from my former congregation to preach to y<n, and to 



Tbirad., 5. 



Fryd., a. 



102 THE DIABY OF JOHX OOH£B. 

settle among y™, if it might be comfortable. Lord if it be thy 
holy will give y™ new hearts and sincere aims to thy glory in this 
midertaking, and remove away y« bitter spirit of envy yt is still 
I fear too much reigning in three or four of y<n against me, and 
forgive y^ and me also for Christ's sake. 

This day Mr. Jno Walton preached to my former 
Lord'. D.. 8. congregation. This night he lodged at my house. 

This day Mr. Jno Walton preached a lecture in y« 
*'*••**'• *^' meeting house. I am sure I desire y« Lord might 
direct him what to do. Things respecting his settlement with 
ym appear strange to me at this time. 
Thirmi.. la. Preached ; Mr. Wightman absent. 

Mr. Walton preached again to my former congre- 
Lord'. D., 15. g^^jQjj Tjj^^ ^h is of God wlU Stand ; but if it be 

not of Qod, in his own time it will be brought to naught. Lord 
I pray thee to enable me to stand still and see the working of thy 
holy Providence. Fortifie me w^ all suitable grace and thy name 
shall be glorified. 

This night Mr. Jno Callender lodged at my house 
" ' and had suitable opportunity for conference. 

This day I preached at Mr. Thomas Stevens's 
^■•°'»«- house, 
KoBd.. as. This day I began to keep school. 

This day I had a number of verses printed for 
MaBd..8o. children, 400. Cost 268. 

I wrote a letter to Mr. Nath^ Jenkins,^^ minister 
^^; at Cohansey. This day beii^ a day of prayer in y« 
Massachusetts, I heard Mr. Clap preach in his house 
from Ps. 79 : 8, 9 verses, excellently well. 

Attended church meeting. Prayed with Dr. Ar- 
"•*"^'*- nold's Uttle daughter. 

This day yo 7th Day Congregation met in my old 
B»tard..i8. meeting housc. 

About this time I received a letter from Mr. Paul Palmer, 
minister in North Carolina together w^ a manuscript for yo 
press, entitled Christ the Predestinated and Elected. 

The form of the Agreement of the Baptist church on Rhode 
Island when they built a meeting house (owning y« Doctrine of 

>TS Nathaniel Jenkins was bom in Wales in 1678 ; emigrated to this oonntrj, and setUed 
■t Cape May, New Jersey, in 1712; in 1730 became paator at Cohansey, where he died In 
1754. 
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Geni Redemption, under the pastoral care of Mr. James Clarke 
and Daniel Wightman): 

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to put it. into our hearts, viz., 
James Clarke, Daniel Wightman, Jeremiah Clarke, '^^M, John Odlin, and 
the rest mentioned in the instrument above written, bearing date January 
y« 2B, 170&-7 to purchase the land in the said instrument for y« use and ser- 
vice of God and have good and lawAil right thereunto and Aall power in 
ourselves to order and perpetuate the same to Aiture generations forever. 
In pursuance thereof we the above s<* purchasers are mutually and unani- 
mously agreed and resolved on y* settlement of s<* lands to ourselves and 
successors forever in manner and form following : First, we doom, as it is to 
be understood, these only our successors who are in the same faith and prac- 
tice as we are now in as may be scon in y" 2<* Article of the Agreement. 

1. That James Clarke and Jn<* Khodes above named were chosen by s^ 
purchasers to build a meeting house on s<* lands, who have accomplished y* 
•ame, defraying y* charge thereof with money gathered amongst y* pur- 
chasers of y« land whereon it now stands. '^"^ 

>'>H Jeremiah Clarke, teoond son, I suppose, of Jeremiah Clarke, one of the signers of 
the original compact, and brother of Walter Clarke, so long prominent in the public aflfkirs 
of the colony ; " was deputy from Newport from 1696 to 1700 inclusire, and otherwise Is 
not prominent In the public records. Ills progeny is exceedingly numerous, and includes 
among others the family of the late Audley Clarke, Kiiq., with Uardners, Fowlers, etc., 
from Newport; and of Prorldence, Si'Teral of the oldMt and best known families." — Dr. 
Henry IC. Turner, who has given an extended notice of " Jeremy Clarke's family," in the 
Newport I/isl. MagapiM, Vol. I., pp. 75-96, 129-165. 

1T«4 Mr. Comer says this was the first meeting house the church had, and he thinks it 
was built at the time the first purchase of land was made, namely, in 1097. He says: 
" The land on which the meeting house now standoth [17'2U] was made oror to y« church 
by Mr. James Clarke, Pastor ; who obtained y« deed thereof in his own name, October the 
2:kl, 1697. In which year the first meeting house was built." He then gives the following: 
*' To all Christian people to whom the present Instrument may come. I James Clarke of 
Newport on Ilhode Inland in y Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations dc 
O>opper, [{, «., cooper, by trade,] sendeth greiMings. Know y« y* whereas I said James Clarke 
did buy or purchase a certain piece of land lying and being In y« town of Newport aforet' 
containing 30 foot from North to Fk)uth and from East to West and is bounded Kasterly on a 
highway, Northerly and Westerly on Nath^ Coddlngton's land, Houthorly by a piece of land 
left oat for a highway, all which lot or land was bought by me s< Clarke of Mi^or Nath> Cod- 
dlngton, together with all y« rights and privileges thereunto belonging as is set forth more 
at large and will more fUlly appear by j* deed thereof bearing date October y« 23^, 1697, 
reference thereunto being had. ... as also another piece of land containing 80 feet in 
length and 40 foot In width, and part of s< purchase ts a certain gore containing h feet to 
breadth, and is butted and bounded Northerly on i* Coddlngton's land, F^terly on a 
highway and land already in possession of s< Clarke, and Westerly on land of s< Clarke's, 
and Southerly on a way, as may mom fully appear by a deed fbr ye same bearing date 
March y« 28<, 1703-4, reference thereto Ndng had. Know y« y« I James Clarke do hereby 
declare and publish that y« money y* did purchase both pieces of land was contribution 
money given by certain brethren (hereafter named) to build a meeting house on for the 
worship and service of God, and for y« accommodation of the same ; And do declare y« 
I James ('larko have but an equal right or privilege with y« rest of my brethren hereafter 
named, and for y« weakening, outtiog off; and nuUfying, any right, titlea or Just oialm y* 
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2. By faith and practice with us, we mean and intend those that are 
dipped into water with a verbal demonstration of their faith and repent- 
ance, yielding obedience to all y« rest of the ordinances of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as laying on of hands with a real faith in y« Resurrection of y« dead, 
and y* Eternal Judgment; as also keeping their holy union and fellowship 
in Breaking of Bread and Prayer ; as will be better seen and is set forth 
more at large in a printed sheet or declaration of faith and practice of y« 
Baptized churches, falsely called Anabaptist, in London and in other places 
in England; w*^ sheet is signed by certain Elders and Brethren of s^ 
churches to y« number of 78, and printed in y* year 1691. 

8. We signifie by these presents y' we are mutually agreed y' if ourselves 
y« purchasers of y* land mentioned for holy use in j* instrument above 
written bearing date January y« 28, 1706-7, and likewise mentioned in y« 
present discourse, — we say if we ourselves or our successors shall by y* bap- 
tized ch [urch] or churches in faith and practice above b^ be censured and 
judged erroneous or corrupt in principle or practfce, in life and conversa- 
tion, and so by sentence of s^ church be cut off from society and fellowship 
of y« same, that any and every person or persons so offending shall forever 
lose his or thoir claim to any part of y« said land or house. 

4. We do hereby oblige ourselves and successors forever, to make and 
maintain all y* fence y* y* above named James Clarke was obliged to make 
and maintain about s^ meeting house lands as may appear by y« two deeds 
thereof from Major Nath^ Coddington to y« above 6<* Jumes Clarke. In wit- 
ness whereof and for ratification of each and every of the Bai<f mentioned 



mjweXt or beira may at any time pretend to by rlrtoe of y« two deeds abore mentioned 
I ihe 8^ James Clarke do hereby in consideration of y* aboTe s' contribution-money ; giTe, 
grant in fee, and confirm both y« aboTe s^ deeds of land, together with all y rights and 
pririleges thereunto belonging, unto my brethren, Jeremiah Clarke, Danid Wightmao, 
John Odlin, John Greenman, James Brown, John Hamwet, Jeremiah Weeden, Joeeph 
Card, James Barker, William Rhodes, Stephen Weeden, William Qrinman, Henry Clarke, 
John Rhodes, and their successors forcTer, to hart and to bold said lands as they are batted 
and bounded with all y« rights and pririleges thereunto belonging ; to y« proper use and 
behoof of all y above named brethren, for y use abore s^ firom him b* Clarke, his heirs, ex- 
ecutors, administrators, or assigns, forever, being freely and clearly acquitted and dia- 
eharged from all manner of gifts, grants, thirds. Jointers, or any incumbrance whatsoever 
by him s^ Clarke done or made, or suffered to be made at any time before the insealing and 
delirery hereof and y* y« s* Clarke hath good right and lawAil power in himself to ncake 
sale and good title as above s^. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this 23d day of January 1706-7. 

Jamrs Clarke. 
uwitnMUM /John Osbahd, 

'^"°"""»\ELI«ABBTH WILLIAXS. 

** Personally appeared before me this 6th of Feb., 1706-7, James Clarke y subsorlbei 
hereof and did own and acknowledge ye above written instrument to be his act and deed. 

Attested : Jouir RooKBS, Justice of FMtoa" 
John Cbmer, 4n Seccrds €f Second Baptist CAureht yineport. 
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particulars, each and every purchaser and proper owner of s^ lands have 
sot to their hands and fixed their seals this 28rd day of January, 1706-7. 

James Clarke, Pkleo Pkckcom, 

Jeremiah Clarke, Henry Clarke, 

Daniel Wiqutmann, Joseph Weeden, 

John Odlin, Timothy Pkckcom, 

James Barker, John Rhodes, 

Jeremiah Weeden, James Brown, 

Joseph Card, John Hammett, 

John Grkenman, William Rhodes. 
Stephen Hoocket, 

Before us witnesses 

William Dyre, 
Job Bennett. 



Baturd., This day I wrote Christian Musto's will. 

Maya. 
Tuasd., 6. 



May a. rpj^ jg ^^y j visitod Hiy frionds at Swanzey. 



This day Sarah Andross was Baptized by Mr. 
Thiritd.. 7. Ephraim Wheaton. I attended y« meeting at 

Swanzey. 
Baturd.. o. lleturned home well. I and my wife were sworn 
at y« Ferry by G. Thomas, ^* we had not been to 
Boston in seven days. Note, he is set there by y« authority on y« 
aocount of y© small pox. 

This day preached in course. Mr. Staples sent a 
Lord • D., 10. ^^^ ^ ^jj.^ Wightman, as underwritten ; y« reason 

was because yo young man laid his death to his charge for he had 
beat and abused him sadly. 

Mr. Wiqhtman, 

Sir : It is my desire you will appear at y* opening of y body of Jona- 
than Lock, this day deceased, and there to put up your prayers to Al- 
mighty God to give y« jurors a true sight of y« case, and y* they may be 
directed by y* Divine Spirit to make a true report of y cause of his death. 
So prays your petitioner, 

Thomas Staples. 

The jurors are warned at one of y« clock. The Jury ui)on search 
cleared Mr. Staples and brought in yt he died a natural death. 

This (lay I wrote a letter to Mr. Andrew Gifford/^ 
Tu«.d. 10. jjj^ptiyjj minister in Bristol in Old England, by Mr. 

Caleb Blenman ; ye first [second ?] of CroscomlH) in Somersetshire. 

IT* Andrew GifFord was born In RriHtol England, August 17, 1700 ; educated at the Brla- 
tol Aoadcinv At about the age of twenty-four became assistant pastor in Nottingham; 
tlterwards for two yean held tht aame relation to the Rot. Bernard Foskett, of Bristol. 
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This day the town was mightily alanned by y 
Fryd.. flfl. ^QQ^y^ ^f ^ stTsnger at y« house of Mays Nichols, tav- 

em-lseeper, who had been drooping several days ; but it appeared 
to those yt inspected the body to be y« small pox of vf^ he died. 
By order of authority he was w^ utmost despatch buried. It 
isn't known who he is, or certainly whence he came. His com- 
panion is fled out of town to avoid examination, as is probable. 
The man came last Friday. Lord fit y« town for y« visitation of 
y« small pox. 

A few epitaphs which I took off of some graves in the common 
burying place at Newport on Rhode Island. 

On Mr. Simeon Parrett, who died May 28, 1718, aged 84 years. 

Here doth Simeon Parrett lye, 
WboBe wrongs did for vengeance cry, 

But none could have ; 

And now y« grave 
Keeps him from ii^ury. 

On Mrs. Abigail Wanton, who died May 12, 1726, aged 28 
years. 

If tears alas could speak a husband's wo, 

My verse would straight in plentiful numbers flow ; 

Or if so great a loss deplored in vain 

Could solace so my throbing heart from pain 

Then could I O sad consolation chuse 

To soothe my careless grief a private muse ; 

But since thy well known piety demands 

A public monument at thy George's hands, 

O Abigail, I dedicate this tomb to thee. 

Thou dearest half of poor forsaken me. 

On Mr. Will« Sanford, A. M., who died Apr. 24, 1721, aged 81 
years. 

Here lyeth dust that as we trust 

United b to Christ, 
Who will it raise, the Lord to praise 

Joined to a soul now blest ; 

Fslmiarj 6, 1729, be became pastor of the church in Little Wild etreet, London ; became 
celebrated for his exact and eztentlTe knowledge of ancient manuscripti; In 17S7 mp^ 
pointed asaistant librarian of the British Museum, though still continuing to discharge the 
daties of his pastorship ; he died June 19, 1784. Dr. Oifford*s ** collection of rare coint was 
the meet raluable in Great Britain ; It attracted the attention of George IL, who porobaitd 
it for his own cabinet."— Cathcart, Bap. Eney. 



» 

n 



THE DIARY OF JOHN OOMEB. 107 

With holy onea, placed on bright thrones, 

Crowned with eternal Joys, 
In heaven to sing, to God our King, 

Their thankf\il songs always. 

On Mr. John Bogers, who died August ye 11th, 1727, ag. 69, 
wanting 16 d. 

In hii Redeemer's arms he fell asleep, 
Having committed all for him to keep, 
Until y* resurrection mom be come, 
When all y« saints shall f\illy be brought home 
With saints and angels to eternity 

On Mr. Sami Cranston, Esq, Gov of y^ Colony, who died Apr. 
y 26, 1727, aged 68. 

Rest happie now brave Patriot without end, 
Thy Country's father, and thy Country's friend. 

Jno Solomon died May, 1676. 
Mr. WiUm Hiseox, May 24, 1704, ag. 66. 

Mr. Will™ Gibson, March 12, 1717. The two last ministers of 
y« 7th Day church, in Newport. 

This day news came over from Block Island of [a] 
''^" ^^* most unaccountable piece of wickedness, almost un- 
paralelled, viz : A negro man belonging to Capt. Simon Bay of 
Block Island being in Newport, in y« heart of y« town, a man 
being an utter stranger to y« s* negro gave him a letter and 
charged him to give it to his master himself, which accordingly 
he did ; and upon his opening it it was a blank, with sundry 
scabs (as is supposed,) taken from some person sick of y« small 
pox. In surprise he threw it on y« floor immediately, and y 
maid of y« house took it up and burnt it. O w^ wickedness is 
lodged in y« heart of man. Strict inquiry has been made to And 
him out, but to no purpose. 'Twas within a week yt yo letter 
was sent. 

This day preached in course. Mr. Valentine 
pd ■ D.. a4. -^jgjiijnjan preached P. M. I wrote a letter to Mr. 
George Ecclesfield, Baptist minister at Middletown. 

This evening Ephraim Broderick having been out 
W«dn#«d.. flS. ^^^^ g ^^ y^ ^^^^ ^^^ j^^ ^^jj j^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

out of his chair, and in about two hours diied so. 
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This day Mrs. Nichols was removed to Coaster's 
Jon* eV Harbor, for y« small pox broke out on her. 

This day Mr. Sami Maxwell stopt y church and 

Lord'. D., 7. ^^^^ ^ paper to y™ in w^ he signified his intent to lay 

aside preaching wholly, and y^ he was much in scruple about In- 

fieuit Baptism. Lord keep t^ose whom I baptized sound in y« 

faith. 

This day died Mrs. Nichols' Indian woman, at 
w«dn*sd.. 10. CQ3g|jQj.>g xiarbor, who was carried there on Lord's 

Day morning with y« small pox. It did not come out well. So 
y« two first y* had it died. Lord make it awakening to y inhab- 
itants. 

This day visited Mr. Clap. He informed me of a 

^^***"**" ^** fast Mr. Adams' people had yt day week, and yt 
they had sent to some ordained ministers to come and help in y« 
work of y« day ; but they refused because they were not clear in 
y management of Mr. Adams' dismission, and to some young 
ministers, who declined because they had heard they intended to 
try six or eight before a choice, and so declined to stand on y 
stool of approbation at Newport ; nevertheless two young minis- 
ters from y« Massachusetts, and one from Long Island came and 
carried on the day of fasting by prayer and preaching. Their 
names were Mr. Cleaverly, Mr. Pearoe, Mr. Searing. 

So Mr. Clap upon y« refusal of y« ordained ministers, and y 
declining of y« young ones, remarked this witty remark on y 
people from y names of y® young ministers. TTiat they were 
Cleaverly Pecr&d and Seared, 

This day also I went to discourse w^ Mr. Maxwell about Bap- 
tism and so in faithfulness to discharge myself. 

This day Mr. Crandall preached to my people, be- 
Lord's D., 14. j^^ destitute by reason of Mr. Maxwell's declaring y 
Sabbath before for Infiemt Baptism, or at least his scixiples 
about it. 

This day after public service was over in y town, 
" ' one Samuel Fenno a printer, lately from Boston, a 
young man, gathered a number of loose people together at y^ 
house of Jno Pearce and attempted to [do] something by way of 
preaching from Sol. Song 4 : 7, and sang y 100 psalm and y 108 
psalm, y«auditory consisting of about a score. Y«principal persons 
were Mr. Sami pike, Mr. Brown, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Martendil &a:. Set these aside and there aren't such a num- 
ber of y^ sort in y« town. Oh profane act, and highly to be diaap- 
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prr>\tHl of by fUl y« wlnh W(*ll to y* intentct cif Iii*li)ci<>n. I have 
di>ii«' u't lay in my power to f4Uppn<t« it and liave iiruught him to 
pnniib<* to do f«o no mon*. 

Thin day Mr. ('nin<iail Mng nick Mr. N. Kyrmof 
•Murd. rr ^.^^ York pn<A<*htM| in my old ni|t»tinK hcHine to hia 
conirnimtlon, ainl in y^ I*. M. 1 Inv^ y* nuvtinjf w»* prayer. I 
Imve not UH»n in y* pulpit tliin cl^ht^vn nifintliH U*fon*. 

Oh, yi 1 may Itt* more and nniriMif a foryivin^ fhimeof fipirit to 
y* who havi* frriev(Mi.*«ly ItOunHl ni«*. 1 am afhUd I don*t fonrivt* 
y* a*« I nhould fhim my h<*fui, liecauw* I aui*t lM*ar to Hfieak of 
t!i«*ir n4*tioa*< without a rtmimirtion in my own l»n«aaL 

l>>ni h<*lp mv to foncivc* y«" an I exfMvl <fod for Chriat'ii nake 
nhould fi»nrivi* mi*. 

I fimiHl i^^\nK into >*« houw* aflt«rt4<d mt* and l>n>uirht thlnir* into 
my minii. 1 wi»h it w<*n» not f«>. I think I don*t indulin* nurh 
thlnir*- * >h y« I may lovo y"» ami fonfiv«» aiMl pray mon» for th«*m. 

Thiji «*v<*nin^diiHl FreeJmo Carr, daught<*r of CVi|>i. 
IN»l€V < arr, uhout half aAi>r t4»n. Hhi» wa^ an amaaing 
In-^tntid'of w»v<Ti*i|rn jrnuv and in y time* of ht*r f«irktM*Ni (tod 
M«4*nM*«l tori|M*n h«»r for jrlorj' in a wittHlvrful mantM*r. HheioiVf^Kviod 
irnmnd to i«ur\'ivor^ of h<>r pmmI (««t4it4\ and w ith irntit famt^nc^Mi 
of M»ul >»h«» nvitiHi to mi» t!n» twi»nty-^«v«'nth |iwnlm f«mrth vrn^, 

Hho WrtM liurii'donTucwIav followintrfWrni y^nM'i't- 
in*? ho««««». .Mr. Kyn«?« pntulH**!. Th«» 7tli day mwU 
iniT h<HL«i^ raifN^d that day. 

Thi«< day Mr», <1a|Qri*tt wan huri<«(l ftnr>m y« nnvl- 
Inir houM\ I pniM*!HMl her f^m*ral [••••niion] fhiin 
Jolt 19 : ir> aix^inlinir to h<*r own n^tiui^t of m«% 

Thin day naiitin Ham» Ilogi^rH vinltcd mo in divp 
"^^ • * diMnvti aUait hln w>ul. 

ThL« day I wan twine nent fi>r to Tnclo Iiop«ni* to 
'^ mn^ Kam«. Kxtn»nM*ly low alwnit hi** mml, almf»t to 
d«**|»ii!r. Pn-ai'hiHl all day to y* 7«^ day ohuirh u|M»n rr«iuef»t, Mr. 
rrnndall f>lrk. 

L-,r^.D 6 ^^'^^ ^^^^* prearhiMl all day alone, Mr. Wlifhtman 
at lYovi«l<*nni*. S«*nt ff»r aftiTr mcf*tinir to I'nrle 
H«nnT**. Wnti'hi^i thrn* y« nljrht. Ixinl irrant to him uwIit hln 
dl-tn-NN of •villi mmu* divino Mipiwirt, >•♦ ll|rht of thy n*tn>nHlc^ 
oitintimnnr^* thn» Ji-^u** rhrlM. 
ThU «Liy Mr. J. r. wan I). [ Vm#it>M7 toiJbKnrn.] 
Thli» day four |N*nitinn were baptin^i by Mr. Wlghtnian at l*n>T- 
ideoce. 
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This day ten peiBons were Baptized by Mr. Wight- 
To«.d.. 7. ^^^ ^^ Providence. 

May the Lord influence each of them by his Holy Spirit, and 
give y™ grace to persevere in his ways, and help y» to adorn the 
doctrine of Gkxi opr Saviour in all things. 

Tbirsd., o. This day preached ; Mr. W. absent. 

BAtord.. 11. This day preached to y« 7*** day congregation. 

ifond., 18. Went over to an entertainment at Conanicut. 

This day went to see Edward Smith being upon 

Tu^.d.,14. j^jg gj^^ ^^^ J ^^ ^p^ ^ conclude his death bed) ; I 

had no discourse with him as 1 desired by reason of his being in 
a kind of lethargy. 

Will the Lord give me a truly forgiving firame of spirit as I 
hope God for Christ's sake will forgive me. 

This day preached both parts for Mr. CrandaU, [he] 

B»turd..ie. continuing sick. 

Lord's D., 10. Preached in course. 

This evening an insurrection was made or a mob 
Fryd., 24. ^^ ralscd in the town, occasioned by some young 
men being put into gaol y« day before for siding and being en- 
gaged about a quarrel raised a few evenings before between Au- 
gustus Lucas and Coggeshall ; y« one calling himself of y« 

gentleman's party and y« other being lookt upon not so. About 
twilight the mob began to pull down y« prison fence, so y^ [at] 
candle light an alarm was beat and men in arms, together w^ 
some of y« authority with drawn swords and other weapons, 
watched y« prison, for it was threatened to be pulled down y* 
night. There was no hurt done in y insurrection but to one 
man, Mr. Bassce was knockt down for dead by Richard Durfee 
w*»» y« back of a cutlass. 
The next day ye men came under bond, and so came out of 

prison. 

This day I wrote a letter to Mr. Nathi Jenkins, min- 

wt^!!^ 5. ^^^^ ^^ Cohansey , and Deacon Job Shepherd of y« 
same place. 
This day Jn— r Iname illegible] upon acknowledg- 
**^^**'*' ment was received to his place in y« church of 
Swanzey. 

This day I preached at Freetown by request, a 

Lord's D.. 80. large auditory. Returned homewell, blessed be God. 

Tiiii«d.. This day [my] former people met at y meeting 

Sept. 17. house to consult about getting a minister, since Mr. 
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Jt*n»itiiAh i*oiHly clUl not c%mw at the tlnie they expected, and 
ci)iH*Juil(Hl to t«iT>* oiH* wei*k longer. 

ThU any F^lward Hniith died.^ Lcml help me M 
""^ • *• 1 ho|*. ChMl for Chrint'ii mkv will fondve nie. 

Thi^ tiny Mr. iVimly *** cmnie to town to prrach to 
*** ' '* my ( former] |ieo|ile by rei{tieifU 

ThU duy Mr. Hmith wan burieil. I watf there and 
u»rd«D.»o ^m,,jj|j^j ttAemoon exerckm in town. Mr. C^ondy 

pn*tit*h«*«l to my [fonner] |ieopk'. Thia la the ftml time they havo 
met In y« iiii'<i*tinK hou^* f»itHV the 14th of June lant. So that It la 
thn^i* month:* and nix days iiinco there waa any preaching on >*« 
l^inr» Day. 

ThU flay (lie<l Mr. F^lwanl IVIIiam**" mm'. A 
Mu»4 SI ^my 1,^11 nQ^ n fcreat iclMiiar, but alaii too light in 

hiH amviTMntion. 

ThU tlay I w«»nt over to North Kingstown, to are 

oT«*a >lr. Paul l^ilnier, the minliiter of North (anaina, 

who wnt* come Into y« aiuntry to vUit y« ehunrht^ 

anil wa<« n*tuniing hfime by lain! without coming ovrr to y« 



*» fAwmM *H»itlk. vllb «h m an«t •><*mi»H MatwU Mr. l'amwr'% proinngmt UiffrwIIlM 

fl(»rt*l4# %A fwt aluitg «iOi It I* bf bit r»rv, ltai««««r. that m^^ml iM^flMit tlMMt •# 
feist. try h«wr l«>rti py tf twi lu •« 

Ml J«r*«iiab C.^a.ly ••• l*.rn tn l«nt ffrft4aal«>4 fV«« Hftrvftrd Tollrf* tii IT?*, ftflcr 
^trvftrblftg avbtW In diff* r« «| pim^f b« vrtil W» FsffUnd. «h«tMv b« «m MtMi«»«»«4 Ia hth 
9"^* p*»u*f of tb# I ir«i lUfHlM ( bun b la IkMtno. In w birb »•«<» b« «M <ir4altt«4 fv^vtv* 
ftf 7 14. i 3f tbr iTilinatt .« •crm<4i «»• pr9meh*A \-j hi% tr%n>A. tb* 1U« Joba r«l:««4flC, 
#1 >««|k.rt. vbkb ••• *A»r«anl |i«bli»b«<l at tb# rr«|tM»l ot tb« rb«rrb. Mr. Vmm4f 
b«r*ra# a* AM^^Uir «Mrtiitvr tif a aiv M4y f««iirf1 In »«|M»rt t» 4rbMr qi»r«il*>«i " !• 4Ul»* 
|ly.«»<i«aJ>t^. |»hik*'f»liy. bM.ary. 9tt Ha«liit w-r«nl tb« fburrb la |biH«ia m ptmnw Ibr 
t««»tf •«*• yr«r«. h* r««i<n«il |b« <4ir« la I'M b«l matlattvd •• rvvid* la tbat Hif till 
I la 4«tiih \ ir*** t !*'•* He «a« a aiati "•^f :il«^ral «!•««. ai>4 <>l aa lt)<|uMllt* aa4 III* 
9r%rj tai'r ' |i«< ku« Atir^k* nf blai aa " a frailcvaa nf Mtfwrior rwt«»f« mt*4 hPAfttlac.* 
Mr r»a.l7 ba*! a •»« Jrrvmlab. «W«« vat la tb« bnob bat i b— Ift |b«U«. aa4 «bo pm^ 
t.ftbr-l a *• taut* ..f I»r M«ybr«*a arnvM**!* la IVJI 

•• MvaH IMSam vw Ui* «« aC M«f«««t, «b« eB»a vtUh bit teallf ftwi UttMlaaMr*. 
I^clati4 ab>Mii tbr year I4ai<»r l«ib. aM vHo fmrmmm IM trvt trvMvrarof HarraH r«|. 
t«««. b Mine it« *4lk* tnmt IMA i«* IC»\ lU wm a aiaa aT larf* w^mith. baMiaf Iaa4*4 
pe%<p»nj la l«><h tb# c>14 acMl tb* »r« «orl4 TV* »«i. Mvari, vw ffra4ual«4 frmat Har* 
varU la K7I, vWrr b* w«^»« !• bav« bM« a aaarrvbal I«a«bar4laato f«Mtib . «aa ll*if>ff 
la |b«t(»a la 1C7«, al»rrr b« ga*^ • ^v«r uf altttrarf la Kaaiaal 0«#». ««a «b« «cb «»# M*f 
• r that fw*r . vat a^ailllMl a rr«r«n«a at Xr»p..n. May C. Icai . 4m9^M May 9«. tCat. 
iiifctty t«.* 4«ft afWr t««««iiif a frw^aita o/ lfb'«l# t*lai»4. ••• b«»4fvi| simI l y ty 
^r^ «*ltaM4 la t'laMil'dac* !• bU 4^a« aaaivr . mm tn ItPOa r a»la l »a#a Nrv^nrl ailMlary 
oaoil^aay n«^«rf •f>f««v4 la any t w f l a wi. bwt N*««l <*n bl« lab«r1laMW. a»l 4l«i H» t 4<ii b »» 
r* r v> Marrl«4 In l«n. I r««4A««. 4McbUr «ffWn««IM Kr^^^M. H«ba4ba4 a miUiw^t*w^, 
-'ifmV* *,lt\r ab* may ba«a b««tt a »a< b»f 4a«cbl#r of Ar»>M m AfsaM batf 
!aiifb**r 
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Island by reason of an Act of Assembly prohibiting all from Bos- 
ton except they lay four days currenteen [quarantine] by reason 
of the small pox being there. He is a man of parts and worthy. 

Returned home well from Narragansett ; I praise 
w.dn«iMi..7. the holy name of God. 

Thir«i.. 8. : Visited Mr. Condy [he] being sick. 

This evening between six and seven of the clock 

''****^'^^* came on the most terrifying awful and amazing 
Northern light as ever was beheld in New England as I can 
learn. There was at the bottom of the horizon a very great 
brightness and over it an amazing red bow extending from North 
ip East like a dreadful fire and many fiery spears, and the East 
was wonderfully lighted and some part of the appearance con- 
tinued many hours and people were extremely terrified. 

Words can't express y« awfulness of it. W* God is about [to do] 
is only known to himself. 

This night between twelve and one of y« clock a fire 

Nove^b ^4 hroke out at Capt. Malbone's wharf in a cooper shop 
and prevailed till it had destroyed five or six ware- 
houses and workhouses and one dwelling house and caught an- 
other ; but thro God's wonderful mercy there were no lives lost, 
and beyond expectation it was prevented from spreading thro the 

town. 

This day I preached at Freetown, a large auditory. 

Lord's D., 8. ^^y God bless the journey for the good of precious 
souls. 

About this time I heard of this sad and terrible story. One 

Barter, in Boston, (who in time past I knew well), who was 

a member of y« New North [Congregational] Church in Boston, 
under Mr. Thatcher and Mr. Webb's care, who had lately fallen 
into y« prevcdUng sin of drunkenness ; he was improved by y 
church to take care of y® meeting house and to ring y« bell, hav- 
ing once been suspended communion for said sin, but upon ac- 
knowledgment and repentance was restored to his place. About a 
month ago y« deacons of said church having set y« sacramental 
vessels on ye table in y« meeting house for communion, between 
ye ringing of ye l^t and 2* bell, before ye congregation came to- 
gether he went to ye vessels and drank so excessively y* he with 
difficulty got into ye belfry, but was incapacitated upon y* opera- 
tion of ye drink to perform his office, and lay there dead drunk all 
sermon and sacrament time. Ye church ye next day call'd a 
meeting and suspended and admonished him and put him 
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oat of hU ofllcc. Oh, terrible nml alniont unhcArU-of wickc^l 
action.*"** 

Thin cUy I wrote a l«*tter to Mr. Jetiklnn iiiltilf<ti*r 

II4MA..M. ^^ Cohaiu^ey, Mr. Kynf* tiiinUt4*r at New Y<irk, ami 
Mr. I>aviif niini.«*t4*r at Tn»iit-toMn [Tn»ntotiJ in tht* Jenlct^, and 
Mr. SytnniontU niinbter at South (*anillmi. 

Ileanl y« Mr. Ilonry Ix>vettlP^ wu2« onluimxl aU>ut a numth 
ajr«i hy Mr. l^ihiM*r minifttrr of North (*arollna and Mr. I>nike 
niinlM4*r at IMmntaciun In Ka.«*t NfW Jemey, colkignie with Mr. 
l)nik<\ 

Th«* lionl AimUh him w*^ mlni<t<*riAl k\(\'* ami in^ci*M iiml 
make him an ahlc* mlnintiT of y Ni»w 1%»?«tttnu»nt. 

ThU day Mr. Jen*mitih CV>mly mnie a^rain to 
preik^h to my (fornuT] |««<>|ile by nH|U€*»it and to tarry 
all wlnt<»r ; 1/ imiy Ar, if y l>»nl will. 

I want in mi«o In myM»lf mon» tif a fonrivlng uplrit to them thar 
I um afmid I have now. 

l^>nl 1h»I|> mo to f<inrl\f» them ; I hm^ to ff)ncl\*e y» heartily. 
Oh U-* a spirit haw I, too imH^oncilablt*. 

ThU day I nn^'lvinl a lM*<|ut*ath of forty uhllllnirt 

tJ^'^ * fn»m Mr. IhmUl Furtlnur, whlrh hln wife Mm. VJW^ 



Ffirtlnue dcf«ln*«l him to jflvp nn» to n*nM*mlM*r her 
hy a" a token of love. Shv dliil Nov. y» '•>• U'ftin». 

Fn»m y* Oiiwtte, nuniNr :»:l\ Nov.' ;»), I7;H), th«»n* N thl 
atlfiiiniliU* D'hitlon frt»m I>»n<lon. .•*H»|it. 4*'». I7:tt». Tht'y write 
fnmi (*uml>rld(n* that |)r. <iH«<'n, of ( lun» Hall In y» unlwr»lty, 
an 1 author of th<*Ctn'<i*nian[?] l'hllo«io|ihy, who lately dhil thi*n\ 
hn* iii:ide y* MaMer with thrtv FelUiw«« of dan* Hall, I)r. H«»n '••y 
w^kthn^i'othrrhiwNofctilhv^hi^ Kx«H'Utor*,and ha<«lM^|mnith4x* 
all hi<« fMati* to the amount of ^J.O'n^ to rian* II 11 on y^ follow 
Ini; a)ndltion««: 

1. Th«\v an* to puhlUh all hU |MMthumou<« work^i; 

*i. Th«*y an* to i^t hU ImhIv anatomlied and to hanir hU f«k«*le> 
ton at >' Im-.uI of a visim of lMMik«« which he hail pn*ii(*nt4*d t«> y* 
Hall I.iliniryjuM UTon* hedie«l ; he liaiialiit)onk*red monuments 



rrlfttvtl » » • -iir» ar.t trwirr than iJ^fr ••• If. %hr aiiod of I'aul. in ik* rmmr ••#•♦ ^.^t,*.! 
Ir. I r. r n J- ^1 TK#nr ••• •«» t- >^CIIvt.r.n f«f wm-Hhtnc r)>«p. !tkr Ikal «li. li it. • r 
•tAW In rrrlAin *t<«r kc«. IbM In flir )u«lf«»#«| «>f •aa*>T. rffrrttxl • t* «i'M«t <!*• < f i>i«' . H • 

** flvorv U tr« 1 aiftfiArv «•> k««t hr^m an «n««filty matt— ftffk«|« • ' «<»'f In 
rir4kl»i "- J>M «Wmv'« i»i«ry.^^M fU i/r, U« -J W. W ) 
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to be erected in five several places with long epitaphs he has 1^ 
inserted on each of y^. And in case those of Clare Hall do not 
execute this his will, his effects are to go to St. Ju<>'" College ; and 
if they refuse, to any other of the respective colleges yt will - 
undertake its full execution. By y« Journal we learn yt Clare 
Hall refuses to do it. 

This day received from my dear Brother the Rev* 
wedii«sd.. o. ^j^^ Nathi Jenkins two letters to my great satisfaction. 

This day I wrote a letter to Mr. Andrew Giffbrd, 
^^" ^' Baptist minister in Bristol in Old England, and Mr. 
Joseph Stennett, Baptist minister in Exeter, Old England ; the 2d 
to each. I informed y°» according to my best knowledge y* there ' 
were 26 Baptist churches in America under their several divi- 
sions, and about 2,110 communicants, reckoning from North Caro- 
lina to Boston. 

I tremble with y« sad news this day I received 
wedn.^1.. 80. ^^ ^^ Nicholas Eyres, of New York, dated Nov 

y« 26, concerning Mr. Henry Loveall, alias Desolate Baker, i. e. 
yt he served his time on Long Island when he came first from 
England w^^ Daniel Sears, . . . yt he ran away from his master, 
changed his name, and now lives with another man's wife in 
adultery. This awful report was made known about a fortnight 
after his ordination. 

I can't say he can in my Judgment be ever accepted as a minis- 
ter, especially when I call to mind 1 Timothy 8 : 7. 

Glorious God I beseech thee give divine direction to thy ser- 
vants in the ministry and to y« church among whom so wolbl a 
difiiculty hath happened, what to do in this afilEdr so as thy hc^ 
name may not be blasphemed and thy cause sufi(Br. Direct by 
thy spirit and grace, and give true and sound repentance unto 
him who has so fallen by his ingenuity in y® days of his vanity. 
Make him a true gospel penitent for Christ's sake. 

Thus I end y« year 1730. It has been a year in which I have 
eyed the divine goodness of my gracious God to me and mine, in 
providing for me on all accounts, for which all possible praise be 
rendered to his holy name. 

I have been preserved from sickness this year. I have had a 
competency of the good things of this life. I have been sensibly 
supported by divine promises as to my inward man. 

There have happened this year: One found dead in her bed* 
The northern light hath appeared this year four times, but the 
most awful October 22. 
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An exact account of what I owe in the world this first day of 
January, 1781. John Comeu. 

£ s. d. 

To the Colony 60 

ToMr. Odlin 60 

To sister EliztJi Barker 40 

To mother Rogers 40 

To Mrs. Sarah Collins ; 20 

To Madam Cranston 20 

To Arnold CoUins 20 

To sundry debts to etc 40 

Total 280 

So that I have gained this year 11 

pryd. This day I begin a new year. Lord grant me new 

January 1, strength to work for thee, 
I'^si- rpjjjg yo^ ^f Q^ grant opportunity I purpose to go 

a Journey into the Jersies. May Ckxi's name be glorified and 
souls edified by it ; and will God protect and prosper me and re- 
turn me, and I'll glorifie his name. May God order in his holy 
providence things comfortable for me and protect and preserve 
my family in my absence. I commit all to Gkxi with my whole 
heart now this moment yt I am penning it. Amen. 

Mr. Jeremiah Condy was chosen to office by my 
" * former people, tho some were very much dissatisfied 
in y« choice. Whether he will accept y« call I know not. I pray 
Qod to direct him. *Tis dark*to me. 

This day I went to Swanzey and saw Mr. Elisha 
• ' Callender, of Boston, and discoursed to my satisfac- 
tion. Snowy weather. This day was church meeting at Swan- 
zey. In order to accommodate matters about Mr. Jno Callender, 
in y« church by a mf^or vote he was admitted to preach again. 

Went over to Providence. Extremely cold. Tarried 
Ta««i., afl. ^^ Providence till Friday P. M. Beturned yn to 

Swanzey, and on Saturday evening got safe home. I bless y« 
Lord for his protection and preservation of me. I had comfort 
in some dear friends' conversation. I praise y» Lord for every 
comfort of y* nature. 

^^^ Taken from my Journal y* I kept while on my 

itoroh 10. Jour^^^y *o Philadelphia. This day set out by water 

to New York with Mr. Bidmrd Eobinson. A snowy 
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time, y« wind at N. E. in y« P. M. Becalmed. Lay to near 
Watch Point all night. A rolling sea. 

About break of day hoisted sail, wind hard at N. 
w.dne«d..i7. ^ yy Qj^^ g^ ^^^ Watch Polnt, like to have 

been lost on y« rocks. Got. into Stoningtown harbor about one 

P. M. Lodged at Mr. Greenman's. Praised be y« name of y 

Lord. 

Went aboard in y® morning, hoisted anchor about 

''^^^ • '® A. M., wind N. W. Got to N. London about 8 
P. M. 
Remained at New London, wind contrary. Went 
'^*" ^^' to visit Mr. Gorton, got to town at night, dark and 
rainy. 
Called up about day dawn. Wind at N. N. W. 
tetnrd.. ao. pi^jjgant morning. Set sail at 6 A. M. ; about 12 
touched on Seabrook bar ; about 2 P. M. anchored at Southhold 
harbour, by y« oyster ponds on Long Island. Went ashore and 
tarried till 7, and about 11 at night hoisted anchor and set sail; 
wind extremely hard, but Gk)d preserved. 

Becalmed till 1 P. M. At night dropt anchor in y 
Lord. D., 21. Sound against Fairfield. A rolling sea. 

This morning about 4 weighed anchor, wind at N. 
Mond.. aa. j,^ j^j^y^ shifted about 9 to S. W., exceeding hard, 

great sea. About one anchored at White Stone, y« tide not suit- 
ing to go thro Hell gate. This day we were in great danger by 
many squalls. Lodged ashore at Mr. Lawrence's comfortably. 

About day dawn went aboard. About 8 went thro 
Tu-d.. 28. jj^jj ^^ About 10 A. M. arrived safe at New 

York. Thus God has preserved me and I now offer y« praise to 
him. Waited on Rev* Nicholas Eyres. Saw Mr. Jn© Campbell 
my former acquaintance, kindly treated, took a view of y« city. 
Went to see y® new Dutch church w^ is very beautiful, a stone 
building. It is curiously wrought, l)eing 100 feet in lei^Tth, and 
70 in breadth, having in it 150 i)e\V8, and no pillars to support y« 
roof w*» is finely arched, having two doors opposite to the pulpit ; 
over each in a fine white stone of about a foot and a half square 
are these two Scripture epithets at large, I^s. 28 : 8; Isa. 56 : 7. 
The [riteps?] up to ye belfry are 113, 16 windings. Lodged at 
Mr. EjTes'. Cost me a double bitt. 

Remained at York. Mr. Stephens went with me 
w«dne«d., 24. ^^ see the Fort, which is a strong one. Saw y 

chapel, y« organs, the Governour's Library, the garden, where I 
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MW peach Irm in y bloamn and nuuiy daUghUUl varkilcA. 
Ooit me two bilts. 

Thin evening aixHit 9 the boat prcKnteil to go down 

^^•^••* to Middleton, tliirty mlk^ I wimt, Ancliored at 

Middleton about two in y morning. BrcmlLteted at Mr. Wal- 

Got a honie fh?e to Deacon Mott V, 6 nu Got to hiji IxMiae aboat 
nine, kindly tnmted. Lodged at Mr. Holmes' witii y Kev^. Mr* 
George Fkt*k<Hflel<t, y« minliiter of >*« town.*** 

I^readifd at MIddletan In Fjuit New Jeraie, Anom 
! (*or. 2 : 2. About 100 audi torii. Lodgvd at Mr. 
Mott*«. 

lialny. l>i*a(x>n Mciot [Mott] ami Mr. Campbell 
wi*nt with mc to IMfwataqua. Vc*r>' uneomftirtable, 
got there aixHit durk t4) Deacon Htlirn. Ixidged there. 22 m« 

I^rearhed at Plirata«|ua ^ by Mr. Henry LoveaiI*a 
■^^ ■ ^ • ■• n^uefil (who la tiie minUiter) ftom <»al. 6 : 15, having 
befiYTD mei*Ung walteit on Elder Drake and Klder Dunham. 
Note. ThU rhun*h Ik In utmont conAiHion on y account of aome 
e\'il actlonii of Mr. liowmll, done beforo hU profeaRion, but lately 
htninl (if by y«". A minting ap|K>inted next FYlday at 10 of y« 
cicirk. I^ml (ivemile all ft>r thy own glor>'. 

Had of Kld<*r Jn« Ihrake the fdlhiwing letter aent to >*« rhurrh 
by the iU*\'^. Mr. Nat> Jenkiiut niiniiit(*r at CV)hanaey. 

Cohakiikt. Dwjtml*' j« 3d*. 17*1 
To the llorxHirrd Jn* Drmk*, Eldrr. to th« I>mu*oiu and j« whole chufoii 

•t rUeaUqiM ownm [owning 7 ] B<*li<*r#ri' BapUim, Orv^nf 

Ik^rly Wlor«d fyWndt for whom I have f^rtmi ••t^ein and rwganl, I with 

yv»u all ffr»c« and fmmc^ ihro J«»ut C*hmt tmr I^ird. 

Brrthr»n. I am in a viraif ht w hat or how u* write to you. Your prtMimp* 

tuou* |treri|»ttati«*n in all your |>rucr«Hlinff hava giran ma ipxHind to faar j* 

y«Kj art fAllvn fW»m y grar* of tlia ir«*«pel- You atkt my adrira and othafa. 

W« fair<> it and would hara you prova and trjr your man b<>ft»n»j<Ki would 



^ TliU %0mm to la M«a«wmtli mmmj !«• aT ik* pal>al—i 9i mkith v«f« it 
J*ftftilk«« Ntt(«H^ •mmm mt Ikm teAo«* (Jl«4lali nnhaw, m( RWmI* UimmL Tkm 4mm 
tmig^mi w> !•»• rterca U |iii>. W« ar» toM UmI * tlhto to tW midmti ehmtrk la iIm Muto** 
«»f N«« J9tmf r^rrtovAvM. lb* atit ot ||m Mlatoavt to >uMHiBin •fvltod lUtf lr«a«M. It 
«M. nfmvrw • tUH>*< ra«rra. 

M» A Urr' irvrt < I c»4iiiirf m^ of iW aarttaa rfvvr ira* fmrrhamM «4 iIm l»41aMi la 
iat\ ••4 fti ofi* |«rt . f II rrnlk^ flarauvajr A elMirra vm (ocimmI In l«aa ' vliica to iIm 
Mil U) Mi«MU««>«a In |>4at mt mmi^rUf ' la tkl* diarra llrarj Li»«««JI va« 4»r4«ia«4 •• 
IW llarv J«aB [»rafc«, tal a* - m^^m a<ilato«><wl t4laaa— i ; Ibr tka «IWa«a of aii 

^RCK>« l>4 ^a7. 
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close with him as your minister ; but you neither minded my advice nor y^ 
of our Association, but as persons infatuated you have rushed on without 
rule or precedent to ordain a man for y* ministry y* is hardly fit to be a com- 
mon or private member. How is it you did not read their qualifications 
1 Tim. 8 : 2, 8, 4, 6, 6, 7. Not a novice &c. And ho must have a good re- 
port of y™ y< are without Is it a good report y< he committed uncleannefls ? 
[Certain particulars omitted,] And is it a good report that now his last 
spouse should be another man's wife? [Certain particulars omittedJ] 
Is it a good report y< he was and yet is an impudent liar ? And could 
you be so childish as to be satisfied with a bare confession, and as soon 
ns he had confessed to jump into the pulpit to teach you y< were never 
guilty of half his crimes? What is this but as if a criminal would confess 
his villainy at the bar and as soon as he had done to jump to the bench to 
give judgment Oh monstrous t How could you join with such an one with- 
out more y^ ordinary humiliation as a common brother \ Could any of you 
think of y< place 1 Tim. 6 : 22, 24, 25 lay hands suddenly on [no] man &c. 
"What right had Paul Palmer to be employed by you in that work ? Were 
there no ministers belonging to your own Association ? Only you were 
afraid you should not be suffered to dance about your calf. But, my dear 
Brethren, consider the dreadful day of the Lord is coming, and all the 
churches shall know that he knows their hearts and thoughts. Consider y* 
reproach you brought on your profession hereby. I am ashamed of it I 
could have told you— [The letter closes thus abruptly.] 

This day I returned home from visiting the 
^^' churches. Thanks and praise to Cfod's holy name 
for Divine preservation. 

This day my second daughter, Mary^ was bom, on 

Jon* 14. Tuesday night about 11 of y« clock. Lord I give it 

up to thee to thy guidance and government of thy blessed Spirit. 

On Monday I and my former people met in the meet- 
ing house and accommodated our old difRerenoe. "^^ 

i»H This reconciliation between Mr. Comer and the church was two jears after his dis- 
mission. The Chureh Record* gire an account of a meeting June 28, 1731, " gathered at the 
rtMjuest of Mr. Comer, and bj consent of our Elder, WilUam Packcom." *' After some dis- 
course with Mr. Comer concerning the diiTerence that has been a long time between him 
and the church, Mr. Comer being sensible of his mii^takes desired forgireneas, and in par- 
ticular his timing of that discourse concerning laying on of hands, and in a sermon which 
he afterwards preached, which was yery ofTensive to the church, charging them with sach 
crimes as they were no ways sensible tliey were erer guilty of, which he desired might be 
oTerlookt. And it was agreed that all papers that were written on both sides relating to 
the difference, might be produced and burnt, which was accordingly done ; and the meet- 
ing finished in lore and peace, with prayer by Mr. Comer.** Herein Mr. Comer shows his 
truly Christian spirit. He was about to leare Newport for another field of labor, and could 
not depart until a reconciliation had been effected ; and he evidently went as f^ as he 
consistently could in making concessions to secure the end he sought, but aaeriddog no 
oonriction or principle. 
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Thb (la>' I ck*Hin«d a diMiibiKlon (hitii y^ churrh 

j«ij • wlH?n» I had pniM*ht«(l far iiuin* y» two yvmn^ Uhiium* 

1 WAM never M'tthxl th«*re aiKl found y^ wmio c^mld 

not bear my |in«eliinir y« d«K*trimw of lenient Uiey bclnK a (H^ni 

rhun'h,--whlrh 1 ol>taliH«d. 

Thb« day liy a k*tter fWmi IU»holH>th I wiim inviti^d 
^* therv to |in«a«*h, which invitation I coni|>lie<l with. 

Thin day I am IT? yeant of ain*. l»nl icrant n%e 
*^ *j'* • irnM^* to M»r\e thev thl« year alao to the g'^^O' ^>^ ^^y 
h(»|^' nanu>. 
lliifi day I n*movcMl my fiunlly to Rehoboth In the 
* MaMNachuj«ettii lYovince. l^ot mfe Uk»^, bkiMHl lie 
Uod. 
The laMt of thiji month the uteefile of the rhurrh at N. port was 
net on fin* with liKhtninK* ami a quarter of the npire waM fon^*!! 
to U* cnit liown t4i pn*vent the whole building fWmi lM*lng con- 
nunM^l. 

An<l aUmt y nanw time, in ll««tt<»n, one C^apC. Bam, an Indian 
Mirhem, waH killeil by hiji horne throwing him and brmking bin 
neck In y nlnn^t. 

T«*«« . Thin evening aUnit 7 appean*<l an aw(\il Northc*m 

a*^ .to Lijfht with Home bright ^tn*anH*ni in it. 

^ ThU day Mr. Jn". C*aJ lender *•• wai* ordaim^d over 

^^\^ " iny foniMT fliick at Newfuirt, on Hh<ide Iftlan<l. Mr. 
KJii«ha (*alU*nder, of IWmton, and Mr. Sam> Maxwell 
|M>rfonn<<d the wTxin*. 

Thi- <lay I premiieil at N. fiort in >•• 7th day con- 
gn vutiiin. 

Thin day I Umghta houm* of Mr. Joimthan Nort<m 
in lii»h(»lMith, and tlie d«<i«d wan iiigni^l. I am togi\*e 
hitn Uo |M»un(|ji within thnn* yean«. 

^ 1\* ptm**rml arrvkw Uu« cttt«fv<4 uptm, whuh wm Ia |««y« m> laipnftsal to iIm 
(barrii. ••• 4r«uiM'4 to r«*iiU»i*« ii»Ul lb* 4««lli <*f Mr r«lWfMWr. vkKli i«f<rvrrMl J*«»- 
•ry y.. 1*4* Mr ««.irtK|rr u«4 m dmp lm%trrrm% |m iW pMbllr w^nlt ^t Nrv^ort. vm • 
m,rm»*mrt .f tW |ilklli.«i ■f4.iM^«i ftivtrlf vKtab «M afUrvftM* 4r««4M|«Ml into lh« |U4va«4 
Ufr»rv •« I AtlMbtfwiB ^rv«rb««l ar^rrftl arfMoM lIuU «f-r» |i«*bl|»Wil —0 %• r««ag 
m^,^'U» »Mh9 tui^wr ml <f lh» lift Nftlk*Biri < l«|i. o** «| tW •r4l»«ik»»« f iW |U« J«f^ 
miaJt* t ><•. Iv . U.I tW • »• MMm r*M>rat«l vm ft liM«irtr«l4lar«ii«rHr d«llvvr«i| m l*l«. Ik* 
r bUftbi* •r.»t«r<nk*f7 . f tl»# •nikwMpnl of KKnd* laU»4 . It «a* iW tr»i bM*.f f .1 tW 
M»l« r«rr vritun. «rtl |4^ II •ulMw«|utr&t «rlt«r« b«t« b««« ffr««tly tn<lrU««l TIm Ilhii4» 
t»Ut.4 lli»(.>#t««J K«iHf rv|wil4)*liMl IW 4i«cv«rM !• IfO* »a4 |>r««imj t 11 • mtmuAt u# 
tW •«• b » |.rr|^f*«l I7 llM IU» H«>«Mu I lt«»«. Ii t». WlilU rr«t.Ui»f la ««Mtiw.>«*t !«>• 
f.trr I i« f t.(»«t».><i fti S«9pi»n,Uf « «Jk«Hlrr. •• IIm IStb 'tf FfbruATf. irm».»*rft«4l34i^ 
W<li IUr4ii* 'f iW fif «M>v ^iMt, bf «b4i«M b« ba4 alt cblMrm »mtk»o feU« ;i» 
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icond., This day a Baptist meeting house was raised in 

Novr. 15. i^hoboth. 

1782. This day I begin a new year in a new place, tho 

j^iu^i ^^^ ^ * '^^ employment ; for my delight of soul is in 
serving my dear Redeemer in the sacred service of 
the ministry which I prefer and esteem above and beyond every- 
thing else (tho I acknowledge unfit, unworthy in myself). Lord 
who is sufOicient for these things ? Sufficiency is alone of God, on 
him I rest and rely continually. Lord grant me this year new 
supplies of thy Spirit ; and as I now [have] a new year I entreat 
I may find my desires renewed to glorify and serve thee. 

This day Mr. Jno Luther's house was burnt down 
about 11 of ye clock A. M. in Swanzey. 

This day a Baptist church was gathered in Beho- 
both, and I was chosen to the pastoral office.^ 



. Lord's D., 10. 



i« While this chorch formed in Behoboth was in its order ** Six Principle," it was In its 
doctrine " Calrinistic " ; it was modeled on the pattern of the churches in Philadelphia, 
whence Mr. Comer had Just returned firom a Tisit,giTing expression to his " great aatisflM- 
tion in the sight beheld of the faith and order of those churches." [Namelj, oharehes of 
the Philadelphia Baotist Association.— J. W. W.] The change of sentiments which oocap 
sioned the severance of his flr»t pastoral relations in Newport, embraced nothing more than 
the tenet " of imposition of hands " See the entry in the Diarj under date Julj 8, 1781. 

[Here ends the work of annotation bj the late lamented Dr. Barrows. It maj be proper 
to add a few words to this, his last note. Mr. Coiuer appears to hare severed his pastoral 
relation with the First Church, Newport, because he believed in and advocated ** the im- 
position of hands on the newl j baptized," thej and he alike being " Calvinista." And 
later be severed his relations with the Second or " six principle" Church, because though he 
and they alike believed in and practiced ** the imposition of hands," they were generally 
** Arminian " in sentiment, and he " Calvinistic." Hence his satisfaction expreesed with 
the faith and order then existing in the PhUadelphla Association— the oldest Association 
in America^is easily understood. The churches of that body held the ** Calvinistic do<y 
trine" with great tenacity, and also practioed **the imposition of handH." This ancient 
custom has gone out of use, in the course of time, among American Baptists, except in a 
few churches. It has been superseded by the ** right hand of fellownhip," [or, "of wel- 
come "]. In a few churches the old practice is still retained. They do not make it a ** term 
of communion," or a subijeot of contention with their brethren, but are unwilling to aban- 
don a rite which teems to them so scriptural and so significant of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit promised to the believer. With some of these, the "hand of fellowship" follows. 
Others consider this unnecessary, there being no scriptural authority for it, so fiur as 
newly bsptised converts are concerned ; while the ** laying on of hands," accompanied by 
solemn prayer, seems to them far superior in meanint; and imprcmivonoNS. The " impoai- 
tion " or " laying on of hands " is now practiced by the Second and the Roxborough Bap- 
tist churcbcH of Philadelphia, and until recently also by the Ix>wer Merion Baptist Chureb, 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia. It is retained in the .Secrtnd Baptis^ Church of Newport, 
which has now nothing elw in oommon with tbe "Six Principle Kaptixtn," but is in lUlov- 
ship with the Regular Baptists of Rhode Island. Whether the practice is foand now in 
any other regular Baptist churches in the Philadelphia Association or elsewhere in 
America, I cannot say. But if we may judge fironi the Philadelphia Confession of Faith, 
and from notices in this^diary and elsewhere, it was once a part of acknowledged order 
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This day I wm publicly inntalktl fjanUir o\*er y 
'^'^ liaptUt church in IWhf^Mith, Iho FUtlcn miui Miimdii- 
ftem oiy^ chun*h <if Hwaiuey aMiiAUti. FU«ii*r Kphraiiii WImuUni 
priMchecl ttom 1 ThuM. 5 : 12, lU, and gave uio (A^ r^A/ [AoiM/J </ 

Thitf day I proachcHl at Newptirt for Mr. John lU- 
^•^ ■ "^^ lender in my old cimgrugaticMi, it bein^ >*• flr»t ilni© 
iiinc\» we partial. 
Thiii nlirht alKMit 11 of y« clock Mr. Ilufch Colo, 
'^ Jun., l<Mt [tiy fln«] hi^ houm and evt*r>'thin)C iickwif^ 
ini( Ui him in It Have hbi family, who narrtiwly ct«ru|M^ (thro 
Uod*ii di}«tiniruijihinir KiMidnom), wimo in part, an<l ottiera not at 
all in dotht*?i, in an cxtn*me coid niftht in Kwatuu*y. 

Thlj* dttv for >•• extn*mity of cold may ikt^^rvo to 
In* rhn>nirl<«d. 
Thin day aUmt I P. M. my wif<**!4 mother Mrn. 
*^**^* ^ ^ Karah lUiircrw deiiarttnl thia life aiMl 1 have f^round 
to hofie ntw di«^l in >*• l>f^nl. 

ThU day A. M. another hotmo wan bunit in Hwan* 

ThiM day In the town of lU^holMith one J*Mghua 
AM cut hi5« own throat with a raxor aliout nunrim*. lie had 
tMH*n ill In liody Mime tinif*. 

ThU <iay a n*utarkahle mow fell lM*twT<*n two and 
thnv ff<et (Icefi, the d«*e|ii*vit we had thin year. 
^*^* Thij* day ufMin n^|in-»t I with thnM» ltn*thren 

rrj^ went on to \inii Mmie Ilaptianl penioiui at SuttiHi and 
j«M !• I>»ii^t%ter. 

1 lia|)tiju*<l at Sutton ff nir iM^rnonii, three nM*n ami one 
woman, vie. Thomtt*^ Hi«'luiniwin, iNuilel lH»unit.% 
Mli^ha Ne\'en*, Martha <fn^*n. 

1 iM*intf now w«<uk in iMidy f'*] think it notaniimto 
^ *' '^** m»t dt>wn un aix^Hint iif my worldly aflkirH, how fiur I 



I'riftf i|.<4r haf)4iHa, «Im«« •riitiiii»»i« W999 ArailnUa. ftiwl (m I mmppmit*' »r« ■•• Mill I ttm 
fr«« • —f %k1 I Wfk tli« ft»ci«til r»«l*>ai r««al4 hm n«l«>nd !• All mtr lU(|4i*l ikurtrlMa — 

** Th^m Au0 nt %h\» w^trj It »t««t ft fmmr muII#v IKmi Ikftl 9t Mr (o«»fr • JvaiIi TW 
«<«ftn««« ut whuh hm f-mfA^tn* «M pcoUftl<)jr tnmk lit* «#HrU «f IW *|i«*-««r vbtali ««• 
•l» >rt »■*• 4»f • ' lUK.i'M'tl. M • l»rgw t*»w.>tNi »4 i»< frww TftHMUi^i •''4 l*i«tii'i« t<i l*rv«» 
»i«tt'« ftUiui I«r4<r ru l«r fthftbl'tl. tfc f » nrrr j.xif !!>>«»■ » f4 ar^m hMi >lr«'t «ii4 U« 

1. 
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lately went in clearing my debts when I sold my house to Mr. 
Isaac Peckcom in Newport, April y« 6% 1783, in which sale I 
met with y« most heavy loss of all, selling for Just 100 pounds less 
than I was offered about three years before, y« times being dead and 
money scarce. However I brought my aflkirs into a less compass, 
viz. April y« 7th, 1733 cleared ye 60 pound bond of Mr. Odlin. 

Cleared y« 50 pound bond of Capt. Peckcom's to y« Colony. 

Cleared y« 20 pound bond of Mrs. Sarah Collins. 



Paid 18 pound 



to Mr. Arnold Collins. 



Paid 10 pound[s] to Madam Cranston. 

A record of marriages performed by John Comer, pastor of the 
Baptist church in the town of Behoboth, in the province of ye 
Massachusetts Bay in N. England. 

On Friday night, June ye 30th, 1732, Mr, John 

1782. Davis of Haverhill was married to Mrs. Sarah 

Barney of Behoboth, certificates of their legal publication from 

under ye clerk's hand being produced. 10s. John Eaton, derk 

of Haverhill, Ezek. Bead, clerk of Behoboth. 

On Thursday evening, September ye l4tJ», 1732, Mr. Jeremiah 
Orms1)ee, Jr., and Mrs. Peirsee Millard, both of Behoboth, pro- 
duced a certificate of their legal publication were married by me. 
10s. Ezek. Bead, clerk of Behoboth. 

The above sent and recorded in ye Town Becord, Oct' ye 12***, 
1732. 

On October ye lOth, 1732, Caleb Salsbury and Prudence West 
were married in Behoboth by me, upon producing legal certifi- 
cates. 5s. Hezii Luther, clerk of Swanzey, Ezek. Bead, clerk of 
Behoboth. 



libertj OD the other, haTe been the cause of it. Manj had joined with the Baptists of 
Swanctij, from time to time, until Mr. John Comer came and asaiated In forming a church 
in Kehoboth. ... He was an excellent preacher of the gospel, and an eminent inatrumrat 
of rcviring doctrinal and practical religion in Newport, for six jean lietore he remoTid 
to Behoboth, in Au^uit, 1731 ; and a Baptist church waa formed there Januarj 20, 1712. 
and ho bocunio their pastor, and it increased to ninctj-fire members in leas than two 
jears. And in that time he went and labored In Sutton, Leicester, MiddJoborough, and 
other places. But he exerted his powers so much in this noble cause, that he fell int«» a 
consumption, and died Joyfully, May 23, 17^4, before be was thirty yenrs old. His soii is now 
a member of the liapiist church in Warren [R. I.], and he lent mo hiM father's diary and 
other writinf^, which have been very scrTiceable in our history."— liacli us Historyt 
Wesion*s Edition, II., 436. Elsewhere Backup remarks of Comer's labors in Rehoboth 
** But how much did he do in a little time ! " (II., 31.) Fitting words wherewith to close 
what my beloved friend I>r. Barrows has written to elucidate and illustrate the Diabt 
OF Jousr Comer.— J. W. W.l 
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On F«bniar>- y« 2M, 1732-^3:1, Jum^ph HaJnlmry and 
iTMM. yMml^ lifMiml Wi*rt» nuuriM by iin* in liehotiuth, upon 
producing a It^gal curtlticate. ^ Kiek. lU^ttd, clerk. 



17! 



On April y« 19^, 17:0, KlUmh IlorU>n and Mehltable 
lUohnian wt*ru niarriiHl by tut* in Kehotioth, upon 



prodiicinjc ie^pU iiertiflcaU«. 5ti. Ki«*k. licad, cl(*rk. 

April >*« *Jt^, 178B, Jabes Round and IU*new lVup(»nter were 
niarritHl by me In liehobath, upon pruducinir lt«gal a^rtU&catai. 
KM. 

Ma>' y« nui, 1783, William Hal)cn and Fhi^w Eddy uvn* mar- 
ried by me in Reh<>b(>th, upon producing a U*gal oortiflcate. lOa. 

May y« 22^, 17a% ThotnaM Joilan and Mehitable Oniutliei* were 
nuuTied by ine in Iteholiuth, upcm pnMlucing U*|Cal ci*rtiflcain. 
IUh. 

June y^ 11^, 1783, ThomaM IHvk and Mary Kingnley were mar* 
rii^l by me in lU*b<ilM>th, U|Min prtMluc^ing legal oi»rti(kmlni. 10a. 
Tbe abovi) enten^l on >•• Town liecorda. 

NovY >•• U^, 173:), Abijah lather aiHl l^nidence Kvk WTfe 
nuurri4«il by im* in IWhoUilh. Ok. 

I>i«ceml»r y^ 2m^, 1733, l)ei\|» Ilix ami Ann Ormabeo wrre 
niarri(*d by me in lii*bob<itb. 

^^^ Man*h >•♦ :!7»*, 1731, Hti^phemi Jt>nningii and Mary 

IIort4»n wen* itiarritHl by me in lieluitMith. 

An eitrart out of Hwansi*y churrb Uiok, fiage 2J7 : Ht^it, 3*, 
1T:^'», Mr. John Tomer wait ch<vien Ui ai^tint FUckv Fliihraim 
WiNtiton in the work of thegt«i|M*l minli«lr>'. 

Th(* nannn of th«* committee chonen by the church U^ tnmt with 
him : 

John Haj«tekbium>k, 
IlKNJ. roi.K, 
Joiix Wkht, 

Ilt'Cill (*Ol.K, 

KrUHAIM .Maiitin, 

JoXATUAN Kl.X(*rtLKY, 

Richard Kakdin. 
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An aooount of such persons that have been Baptized by Mr* 
John Ck)mery in remote places from my habitation for the year 
1732. 

Button. Thomas Richardson, Daniel Dennee. 
jxm. 18. 1782. j,jy^ Nevers, Martha Green. 

L«io«st«r. Joshua Nichols, Abiathar Vinton. 
Jim* 2o. 1782. Bathsheba Nevers, Lydia Vinton. 

Mlddl^boroa^li* 

juij 17. Bei\|amin Booth. 
^•'Tinsvon, i^vi Luther, Eliz*^ Martin. 

July 20.1782. 

Not. 8o, 1782. Jonathan Cole, Ebenezer Cole. 

Elizth Cole, Obadiah Bowen. 
The six last to Join with y« church in Swanzey. 



SUPPLEMENTABY NOTE. 



Since the preparation of this work for the press, there has come into my 
hands a written sketch of Bev John. Comer, by Miss Annie E. Cole, dated 
Warren, R. I., May, 1888. From this I make the following extracts: 

** During these years [the two years or more at Rehoboth] Mr. Comer ^ 
preached, wrote, and studied, but consumption, a hereditary disease, now 
claimed him for its victim. Ho died May 28, 1784, in the thirtieth year of 
his age, and was buried by the side of the Rev. Ephraim Wheaton, in the 
rural cemetery where Mr. Wheaton was laid to rest one month before. 

" Mr. Comer left a widow and three children, John, Sarah, and Mary. 
John, the eldest, married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas and Sarah. [Bot- 
worth] Kinnicutt He was a zealous Baptist and a constituent member of 
the Warren Church in 1761. Ho was also one of the three who, in behalf 
of the new church, presented the ordination call to the Rev. James Man- 
ning to become the first pastor. He lived to bo upward of ninety yean of 
age and died December 80, 1816, closing in pence a blameless and worthy 
life. His descendants still own and occupy the homestead lands of their 
venerable ancestor. 

** The daughters of Rev. John Comer, Sarah and Mary, married into 
Rehoboth families, Mendal and Cranston, and their paternal name was 
soon lost 

** Mrs. Sarah [Rogers] Comer, [widow of our John Comer], married for 
her second husband Samuel Millard or Miller, a prominent and wealthy 
citizen of Swanzey and an early inhabitant of Warren, when the final set- 
tlement of boundary linos in 1746 gave this now township to Rhode Island. 

> Miss Cole says the Dame U now written and pronounced ** Ooomer." 






THE DIARY OF JOHN CX)MER. 126 

He was grandfather of Gen. Nathan Miller, a general in the Revolution 
and member of the Oontinontal Congress in 1785. Samuel Millard died in 
1748 and his widow suryived him ten years, departing this life in 1758, in 
her fifty-third year. 

"The Rov. Dr. Wm. Rogers, successor to the Rev. Morgan Edwards in 
the pastorate of the Philadelphia church, who was also, and for a short 
time, the only pupil in the Rhode Island College [now Brown University] 
and said to be, at the time of his death in 1824, the last remaining chaplain 
of the Revolutionary army, was a member of the family to which Mrs. 
Comer belonged, and during his collegiate course made his home with the 
son, Mr. John Comer, at the family residence on Bristol Neck, now South 
Warren. 

**The Rev. John Comer ranked among the cultured men of his age and 
his piety was deep, fervent, and active. He possessed decided literary 
talents and designed writing a history of the Baptists in America ; he had 
commenced gathering materials for that purpose, had visited Philadelphia, 
and opened an extensive correspondence abroad, when his fur-reaching 
plans and proposed labors were closed by death. 

"The local historians tell us that Mr. Comer was curious in noting all 
the remarkable events that came within his knowledge, and the two manu- 
script volumes [of his diary] of the Rhode Island Historical Society are but 
a small portion of his writings, for the centuries lay vandal hands upon 
manuscripts and unbound memoranda. Nor can, or ought, his talents and 
abilities to be judged by these fragmentary notes, never intended for the 
public eye, far less for the criticism of fixture generations. Yet through the 
intervening century and a half the Baptist church historians of New Eng- 
land have gathered strength and inspiration, as well as facts, fVom the 
Diary of John Comer, though he died before his literary life was fhirly 
begun." 

The second volume of the two, above referred to, consists chiefly of memo- 
randa and records which the Rhode Island Historical Society's Committee 
thought it unnecessary to print in full. The most important have been, I 
think, incorporated in the Diary [Ms. Vol. I.] by Dr. Barrows at the 
proper places. There is also a statement of the religious belief of John 
Comer, "delivered publicly" by him "on the day of [his] ordination," 
which it was also thought unnecessary to give. His views, it is well known, 
were those of the Regular or Calvinistic Baptists of his day, including the 
tenet that the imposition of hands on the newly baptized is obligatory. 
What thoHc views were are clearly set forth in the "Confession of Faith" 
of the Philadelphia Baptist As<i()ciation, 1742. This may be found in 
Cathcart's Baptist Encyclopedia, pp. 1311 fl. 

Cathcart, in the Baptist Encyclopedia^ p. 255, pays this tribute to John 
Comer : 

" Mr. Comer was the most remarkable young man in the Baptist history 
of New England, and his early death was a calamity to the churches in 
that section of that country, sufl!bring at the time so severely from Puritan 
persecutions and needing so much his unusual talents and acquirements." 
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I am happy to be able to put on record the additional facts and the juit 
testimonfet contained in this note. For the rest— all that has passed into 
oblivion— we must watt till the day of the Lord's coming, when all his 
faithful servants will receive ftill credH and fiill reward, through abound- 
ing and sovereign grace.— J. W. W. 
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15 ; Boston, returns to, 82 ; builds a house, 
54, 55 ; buried. 124; buys a house, 119; call 
to Newport, First, 86; Cathcart's estimate 
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of. 125; children of, 44, 54, 69, 118, 124; 
Cole, MiM Annie E., her sketch of Comer, 
124, 125; Congregationalist, originallj a, 
7,25, 26; oonTiction and cou version of, 
17. 18, 20, 22, 24, 23 ; death of, 8, 124 ; de- 
pressed in spirits, 91; descendants of, 
124; dismissed from Boston church, 88, 
from First Newport, 59 ; from Second New- 
port, 119; Diarj his, cliaracter of, 8, 9; 
▼alue of, 9; second volume of, 126; 
editor of, 9, 10; early friends of, 25; 
education of, 15, 16, 19-21, 24, 8U-S2; 
epitaphs copied bj, 1U6, 1U7 ; funeral ser- 
mon of John Bogers bj, 82 ; grandfather of, 
legacy firom, 21; joins Newport First 
Church, 38; Second Church, 60; Journey 
to Springfield, 45-47 ; to Philadelphia, 115- 
118; labors at Springfield, 45,46; In general, 
7, 124-126 ; leavee Second Newport Church, 
119; last sickness of, 121, 124 ; manuscripts 
of,unpubiished,l25; marriages by, in lUho- 
both, 122-124; peisons baptised liy, who 
were to join Swansey Church, 124; marriaxe 
of, 37; ministry at Swanaey, 33-35; at First 
Newport, 36; at Second Newport, 60 ff. ; at 
Rehoboth, 120-124; mother's pipe sets 
house on fire, 94 ; New Jersey, his visit to, 
117; note, supplementary, concerning, 
124-126; ordained at !fewpon, 39; parents 
of, i;>-17; Philadelphia, journey to, 115- 
118; Philadelphia Association, his accord 
with, l2-*>; preaches on "Imposition of 
Handn,'* 57 ; prepares for college at Cam- 
bridge, 7, 21-30; Providence, visits, 72, 95, 
115; receives imposition of hands, 60; re- 
conciliation ot,with First Newport Church, 
118,121; Rehoboth, at, 8; removes to, 119 ; 
buys a house at, 119; church formed, 120 ; 
becomespa^tnrat. 120; installed, 121 ; work 
at, 124 ; salary of, 43, 48, 57, M ; sinKinR, in- 
troduces, at N>w|)ort, 5S; brief ^ketch of, 
7, H ; small pox, 2\, 24 ; Swanrey, at, .'KI-35, 
visits, 95; toaohts at Swaiiaoy, 33-35; 
tron!»lc» of, at First Newport Church, 57, 58, 
94, im>; hi.m vIow.h of doctrine. 7, 8, 12.'i ; 
Wheatnn, Rev. Kphraim, his dear frien<l, 
84, 94, 124 : wife of, 124, 125 ; wic, hi^ M ; 
wronged by stepfather, i7, 13; Yale Col- 
lege, enU'ni, 7. 30 ; leaver 7, 33. 

Condy, lU»v. Jen-miah, 111, 113, 115. 

Congregational rhun'h«'i*- in R. I., .V>. 

Counterffiter*. f>0-«2, 65, 10 ». 

Craft, Kphraim, 2*.. 

Crandall, Rev. Joseph, 108. 

Cran.Mon, (iov. Samuel, 48. 



Crimes : reeorded. tf, 44, 47, 48, 66, 61, 62, 66, 
107, 110, 121. 

DeTotion, John, 46. 

Difficulties, church : in Fizat Cong^ Chnich, 
Newport, 4iMM ; in Baptist churchee,8wan- 
ley, 86 ; First Newport, 57, 68, 94, 100, 118, 
118 ; Second Newport, 119. 

Drake, Ber. John, 117. 

Drunkenness : sexton at Boston guilty of, 112. 

Eacelesfleld [or, Eaglesfleld], Bot. George, 

107, 117. 
Earthquake, 46. 

Episcopalians, practising immersion, 62. 
EpiUphs, at Newport, 106, 107. 
Everett, Bev. Daniel, 81. 
Eyres, Ber. Nicholas, 109, 116. 

Fire: at Boston, 16. 

Freetown, 110. 

Funeral, John Bo(,«rs',82. 

Gardner, Capt. Bobert, 68 ff. 

George J^. : proclaimed King, 46w 

Gibson, Bev. William, 107. 

Green, Dr., of Cambridge, Eng. : strange will 

of, 113. 
Grinman [Greenman] James, 79. 

Ileat, great, 45. 

iliscox, Bev. William : sermon by, 78 ; death 

of, 107. 
Holmes, Rev. Obadiah : whipped in BoatOD, 

76. 

Inoculation, 22, 23. 

Indian War, 82. 

Imposition of hands. 7, 8, 40, 57, 78, 92, 91, 12S. 

Installation, 121. 

Jencks, Gov. Joseph, 48. 
Jenkins, Rer. N. : letter of, about Henry 
Loveall, 117. 

Laving on of hands: See ''Imposition of 

hands." 
Ix)veall, Henry, 92, 113 ; bad conduct of, 114, 

117,118. 

• 

Mather, Dr. Increase, 19. 

Maxwell, Samuel, 63, 65, 66, 77, 78, 108. 

Mlllani, Samuel, 124, 125. 

Miller, Gen. Nathan, 125. 

Missionary Work, 4-». 46. 

Mockery : religious senrice reoeiTing, 106L 
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Htvport: Fint Baptist Church tA, 7, 10, 89, 
40, 57, 58, 6ft ; Second Baptiat Charoh of, 7, 
40, ^9; "Agreement about the meet- 
ing house '* of, 102-lOS ; Congregational 
ohorohes of, and their difflcultles, 49-54 ; 
new meeting house for Mr. Clap, 72. 

New Jers^ : inquiries concerning the Bap* 
tistsof,93. 

New York : Dutch church in, 116 ; sights of, 
116. 

Note: supplementary, 124-126; concluding 
words of, 126. 

<yHara, Joseph, 66, 73, 73, 84 

Oldest Baptist Church in America, 10. 

Ordination, improper, 117, 118. 

Palmer, Rer. Paul, 102, 111, 118. 

Peokham, Rot. William, 36. 

Peokham, Capt. William, 100. 

Pelham, Edward, 111. 

Ptrsecntion : in Bristol, 62 ; Baptist petition 

against, in Connecticut, 79, 80. 
Pisoataqua (PiscaUwaj), N. J.: Baptist 

ohuroh in, 117. 
ProTidence: Congregational church in, 66. 
Potter, Capt. WiUiam, 96. 

Quakers, 69. 
Quarantine, 106, 112. 

Behoboth : Comer goes to, 119 ; meeting house 

at, 120 ; Baptist ohuroh of, 120. 
BeTelation.The : Pardon TUllnghast on, 7a- 

75. 
Bhode Island: Counties of, 78; Island of, 

(Aquidnock), purchase of, 85; settlors 

adopt constitution for, 80. 
Bogers, John, 45 ; Ainoral of, 82. 
Rogers, Samuel, dlstrcua of, 109. 
Rogers, Sarah (Mm. John Comer), 87, 124. 
Bogers, Sarah, Mrs. (Mn. John Comer's 

mother), death of, 121. 
Rogers, William, D. D., 125. 



School : first f^ in New England, 76. 

Serenth Vkj Baptists, 69, 70. 

Sheffield, Nathaniel, 95. 

Shipwreck, remarkable, 6$-65. 

Six-Principle Baptists, 6S, 69. 

Small pox, 20, 98, 106, 106, 107, 108. 

Smith, Edward, 100, 111. 

Smith, Philip, 100. 

Snow, deep, 121. 

Spraguo, Rer. Jonathan, 67. 

Springfield, Mass. : BaptUU at, 45» 46 ; letter 

Arom, 45, 
Staples, Thomas, cleared of crime, 105. 
SUtlsUos of Baptists in America, 68-70, 85, 

114. 
Stormii, 45, 60, 60. 
Sutton, 121. 
Swansoj : moutioned, 83 ; Baptist churches 

in, 88, 69, 90. 
Sweating, Rev. Henry, 49. 

Tidn, high, at Boston, 26. 
TillluKhaat, Rov. l*ardon: work on The 
RoTelatton, 73-75. 

Vojage to Boston, 82. 

Vincent on the Second Coming of Christ, 20, 
21. 

Walton, Rot. John, at First Newport Church, 

101, 102. 
Whenton, Rot. Ephralm, 84, 44, 94; John 

Coinor's grare hj the nldo of his, 124. 
White, Rot. Panlol, 86. 54. 55, 65. 
Wightman, Rot. Paniol, baptism by, 109, 

110. 
Wlllmarth, Dr. J. W., editorial work of, 10. 
Wlldon, Rot. John, Infkmous conduct of, 76. 

Yale (^oUegr : spoken of, 80, 81 ; Comer en- 
tors, 7, ao ; UtAves, 7, 83. 
Year 1727, rtwarkablo, 48. 
Year 1730, 114. 
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Adams, Rer. John, 64. 

AndoTer: Congregational churcheB In, 22. 

Andrew, Rey. Samuel, 80. 

Angler, Amos. 1. 

Antinomians, 62. 

Appleton, Nathaniel, D. D., 14. 

Apprenticeship, laws of, 4. 

Aquidneck: purchase and settlement of, 

148, 149, 150. 
Aspinwall, William, 1S5. 
AssocUtion: Six-Principle Baptist, 102428^ 

189. 
Authority, of God in the SUte, 160. 

Baker, Rev. Thomas, 118. 

Baptist churches: "Calyinistio'* in New 
England, 119, 120, 121. 

Baptist churches mentioned : Boston, First, 
16, 89, 48 ; Bristol, Eng., 179 ; Charleston, & 
C. (oomerton), 144 ; Dartmouth, 110 ; Eng- 
land, in, 17: Groton,61, 108; London, Eng. 
(sereral), 179; Middletowu,184; New Lon- 
don, 111 ; Newport (various), 54) ; Newport, 
First, 48-45,56, 65, 66, 91-93,132, 1853^, 186 ; 
Newport, Second, 51. 58, 12S^, 178>^ ; New- 
port. Seventh Day, 54, 55, 128 ; Newport, 
Mr. White's, 56; New York (two), 106, 
107 ; North Carolina, 145 ; North Kingston, 
118; Nottingham, Eng., 179; Piscataqua 
(Piscataway), 186; Proyldenc^ (seTcral), 
104,105,114, 115, 128; Rchoboth, 49, 187, 
188; South Kingston, 112, 113; Swanzcy 
(two), 41,48, 67, 74, 116 ; Warren, 188 ; War- 
wick, 117 ; Westerly. Seventh Day, 122. 

Baptist Principles, Polity and Practice: 
Arminianinn, 1'I6, 107, 119 ; Associations, 
102, 1233^, 139, 187 ; Church and State, 149, 
150, 152 ; Clarke. Rer. John. 131, 149, 152 ; 
communion. 51. I<2^; doctrines of grace, 
106. 107, 113, 116, 119, 120, III, 187 ; elders. 
43. 74 ; helping others, 66 ; imposition of 
hand8,5I. 91, 141. 187 ; laying on of hands. 
See "Imposition of Hands'*; meeting 
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houses, 123^, 178>^; mlstlonary work, 

66, 188; PhUadelphU AasoeiaUon, 187; 

singing in worahip, 98, 116; saggostlon 

oonoerning polity, 75 ; support of pastora, 

128; wicked minister, case of, 188; wlna 

at communion, 182>^ 
Baptists: church difllcultles among, 89,91, 

92, 146, 180, 185}^; North CaroUna, 146; 

South Carolina, 144 ; persecutions of, 16, 

89, 42. 97, 105, 109, 181-184, 142, 145, 161, 101, 

158-169, 188. 
Baker, Rev. Thomas, 118. 
Barnard, Rev. John, 28. 
Barnes, Rev. Thomas, 116. 
Barrows, C E., D. D. : end of hia noiaa, 187, 

188; his views of John Clarke, lOLv 
Baulstone (or Balstone), William, 166. 
Baxter, Rev. Joseph, 79. 
Berkeley, Dean George, 95. 
Boston : churches in, 18, 19. 20 ; First Bap> 

tist Church of, 89 ; pastors of Firat BapUit 

Church, 39 ; great fire in, 2. 
Boylston, Zabdlal, M. D., 11. 
Bristol: persecution at, 97. 
Brown, Rev. James, 103. 
Brown, Rev. Richard, 80. 
Browne, Tutor Daniel, 84. 
Bull, Henry, 167. 
Burnett, Gov. William, 84. 

Cullender. Rev. Elisha, 16. 

Callender, Rev. Ellis, 48. 

Callender, Rev. John, 70, 186. 

Cainhridge, First Congregational Chnreh of^ 

28. 
Canonicut. islsnd of, 85. 
Carder, Richard, 165. 
Churches : manner of speaking of, 14. 
Church and State, 149, 150, 162. 
Church polity : CongregationaUst, 78 ; Bap> 

tist, See ** Baptist Prindplea, Foli^ and 

Practice." 
Claggott, William, 172. 
Clap, Rev. Nathaniel, 25, 77, 88. 
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Clmp, Rot. Thomas, 69. 

CUrke, Rev. James, 02, 178)^. 

Clarke, Rer. John: spoken of, 44, 181, 152; 
in aooord with regular Baptists, 162; 
ebaraoter and work of, 181, 152 ; Dr. Bar- 
rows' views of, 152 ; " Narrative of," IdO. 

Clarke, Jeremiah, 17^ 

Comer, John : accord of, with Philadelphia 
Association, 187; death of, 188; desoend- 
anto of, 188; difflcnltiee of, with First 
Church in Newport, 89, 91 ; labors of; at 
Sutton and other towns, 188 ; last davs of, 
188; his reconciliation with First Church 
in Newport, 185)^ ; Rehoboth, his useful- 
ness at, 188; sermon on imposition of 
hands by, 89 ; his rlews of doctrine and 
results, 187. 

Coddington, WUIiam, 151. 

Coggesball, John, 154. 

Communion wine, 182>^ 

Condy, Rot. Jercimiab, 181 ; hia ion Jere- 
miah, 181. 

Congregational ehurchea in Rhode Island, 
82,87. 

Constitution adopted hj settlers of Aqnid- 
neek (island of R. I.), 149, 15a 

Cotton, Rot. Josiah, 88. 

Council, Congregationalist, at Newport, 81. 

Counterfeiting, 96. 

Craft, Ephraim, 15. 

Crandall, John, IBS. 

Crandall, Rot. Joseph, 65, 12S. 

Cranston, Got. Samuel, 71. 

Cutler, Rer. Timothj, 8S. 

Currency, paper, 18. 

Danforth, Samuel, 9. 

Dartmouth, church in, 110. 

Devotion, Kev Ebeneaer, 88. 

Difliculties in First Newport Congregational 

Church, 77, 80, 81, 88. 
Drake. Rev. John, 185. 
Djre, WilUam, 161. 

Eagleefleld (or, Ecclesfield), Rev. Mr., 184. 
EaU (or, ICeln), Rev. Nathaniel, 76. 
Epincopal church: at Newport, 67, 68; in 

Providcneo, 99 ; at Tower Hill, 100. 
Eldera in Baptist churches, 43, 74. 
Everett, Rev. Daniel, 112. 
Eyres, Rev. Nicholas, 10& 

Fighting Quaker, 178. 
Fire at Boston, 2 
Fiske, Rev. Samuel, ItS. 



Foxoroft, Pres. Thomas, 78. 

Freeborn, William, 162. 

Free School, first in New England, 185. 

General Redemption, 119. 
Oibw>n, Rev. WUUam, 128. 
QilTord, Rev. Andrew, 179. 
Gorton, Rev. Stephen, 60. 
Groton, church in, 108. 
Groton Conference, 108. 

Hammett, Rev. John, 117. 
Hardin, Richard, 67. 
Uart, Rev. Oliver, 144. 
Hisoox, Rev. William, 128. 
Ilolden, Randall, 168. 
Holmes, Rev. Obadiah, 182. 
Honeyman, Rev. James, 57, 58. 
Hutchinson, William and Anne, 168. 
Hutchinson, Edward, 169. 

Imposition of hands : in time of Comer, 50, 
51, 61, 89, 141, 187 ; at present time, 187 ; onee 
general among Baptists in America, 187. 

Inoculation, 10, 11. 

Jencks, Gov. Joseph, 72. 
Jenkins, Rev. Nathaniel, 178. 

Laying on of hands: See "Impodtloo of 

hands.** 
Loveall, Henry, 188, 185. 

Martin, Rev. Manasseh, 117. 

Mason, Rev. Joseph, 116. 

Mason, Samuel, 116. 

Mather, Dr. Cotton, 8. 

Mather, Dr. Increase, 6. 

Mazon, Revs. John, John, Jr., and Joseph, 

122. 
Maxwell, Rer. Samuel, 49, 180. 
McSparran, Rev. James, 100. 
Middletown, N. J., 184; oldest ehorch in 

N. J., 184. 
Ministers and political aflfalrs, 152. 
Modes of punishment, 101. 
** Mrs.**, meaning of, 46. 

New London: church at. 111. 

Newport : churches, etc, in. 60, 68 ; First Bap- 
Ust Church of, 44,C45.92, 185^, 186; Second 
Baptist Church of, 60, 61; deed of its 
meeting house, 123i<, 178^; CongreKO- 
tional churches In, 24, 63, 73, 77, 80, 81 ; 
Serenth Day Baptist Church at, 54, 123 ; 
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forts at, 137 ; Mr. Clap's meeting house in, 
• 77, 124 ; " woods " of, 170. 
New York Gitj : Baptist charohee in, 107. 
North Carolina BaptisU, 145. 
North Kingston : churoh in, 118. 
Noyes, Be v. Joseph, 27. 

O'Hara, Joseph, 123^4. 
Ordination, 43, 49, 62. 

Palmer, Rer. Paul, 146. 

Peart, Ber. WiUiam, 144. 

Peckham, Bev. William, 4a. 

Pelham, Edward, 182. 

Persecutions of Baptists aad othtn: See 

** Baptists, Persecutions of" 
Philadelphia Association: a pattern, 187; 

doctrinal position of, 187. 
Pierpont, Tutor James, 82. 
Piggott, Bev. George, 99. 
Piscataqua (Piacatawaj), N. J., spoken of, 

186; church in, 186. 
Place, BeT. Peter, 114. 
Porter, John, 167. 
ProTidenoe: Congregational ohuroh in, 87; 

dirision of, and location of churches in, 

104, 114, 116, 126. 

Quakers spoken of, 69; warlike, 176. 

Beoonciliation : between John Comer and 
First Church, Newport, 185>t 

Records of Heoood Church, Newport: ex- 
tracts from, 128^. 

Behoboth: Baptist Church at, 187; town 
of, 188; churches in, 49, 188. 

Rhode Island: divided into counties, 188; 
Indians of, 148. 

Bogers, John, 65. 

Sanford, John, 168. 

Savage, Thomas, 160. 

School, firee: first in New England, 188. 

Screven, Bev. William, 144. 

Seventh Daj Baptists, 64, 121. 

Sever, Bev. Nicholas, 12. 

Sheffield, Nathaniel, 178. 

Sherman, Philip, 163. 

Simmons, ^v. Thomas, 144. 

Six.Principle Baptists, 60, 61, 187. 



Singing in church, 98. 

Slavery and the slave trade, 90. 

Small pox, 6. 

Smith, Edward, 180. 

Smith, Bev. William, 86. 

South Carolina Baptists, 144. 

South Kingston : ehuroh in, lit. 

Southworth, Gideon, 87. 

Sprague, Befv. Jonathan, 105. 

Prague, Bev. David, 118. 

Springfield, Ma«.: Baptisto at, 66; lett« 

flrom, 66. 
Stennett, Bev. Joseph, 17. 
Stocks, the, 101. 
Swanaef: town of, 40; Baptist ehnrefa in, 

41 ; Sis-Prindple Baptist Choroh in, 116. 
Sweating, Bev. Henrj, 74. 
Sweet, Bev. Biohard, 118. 

Tabor, Bev. PhUlp, 109. 
TiUingfaast, Bev. Pardon, 128. 
Tilllnghast, Dea. Pardon, 140. 

Usher, Bev. John, 98. 

Vincent, Bev; Thomas, 7. 

Waldron, Bev. William, 2L 

Walker, John, 164. 

Walton, Bev. John, 141. 

Wanton, Gov. Gideon, 176. 

Wanton, John, 169. 

Ward, Gov. Bichard, 147. 

Warwick, church in, 117. 

Webb, Bev. John, 8. 

Westerly and its churches, 122. 

Wheaton, Bev. Ephraim : (Corner^ qwdal 

friend), 41, 42. 
White, Rev. Daniel, 46, 66. 
WIghtman, Rev. Daniel, 68. 
Wightman, Rev. Valentine, 6L 
Wllbor, Samuel, 156. 
WiUmarth, Dr. J. W. : Notes and parts of 

notes by, 14, 42, 46, 76, 94, 12^, 144, 162, 

182>^ 188, 187, 188. (Sapplementary Note, 

pope* 124-126.) 
Wilson, Rev. John, 184. 
Wine, Communion, 182)^ 

TaleCoUege,80,S2. 
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